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Lincoln models gain skills and confidence
By SCARLETT DEMPSEY

Study halls to photoshoots. Science labs to scripts. 
Students at Lincoln have found passion and success 
in modeling and acting. Modeling agencies located in 
Portland include Q6 Model and Artist Management, 
The Option Agency, PDX Models and Reaction Models 
and Talent.

Senior Jenny Chen is a model signed to Reaction 
Models and Talent. She recently did a photoshoot with 
Doc Martens for their new 1460 velvet boots and was 
featured in their advertisements in-store. Her shoot 
was also posted by the Vogue Magazine Instagram ac-
count (@voguemagazine). Chen says the shoot is one of 
her proudest accomplishments.

For Chen, modeling has helped her boost her 
self-confidence. The desire to feel more confident was 
one of the things that inspired her to start her career.

“I didn’t really like the way I looked just because I’m 
an ethnic minority, so I didn’t see a lot of people that 
looked like me,” said Chen. “After I started modeling, I 
realized that people actually liked the way I looked, so 
I should stop caring [about looks] and focus on caring 
about more important things.”

Sophomore Coco Litch acts, dances and has starred 
in commercials, educational videos and short films. 
She found her passion for acting during the COVID-19 
pandemic when she would spend a lot of time watching 
movies. She says acting is a form of art and self-expres-
sion.

“It is really important to share people’s stories and 
their perspectives with the world,” said Litch. “[Acting] 
is a cool and beautiful art form. A lot of people don’t think about the detail that goes into making movies or 

commercials and it is really interesting to me.”
One of Litch’s favorite parts about acting is taking 

different classes about a variety of topics, including ad-
vertising and acting for film and television.

“Any time I’m in a class it helps me work on my craft 
and … feel like I am improving. I like hearing feedback,” 
said Litch.

Senior Kaili Olsson has been a model with Q6 Model 
and Artist Management for around seven months. She 
modeled when she was three years old and got back 
into it last summer. Her favorite moments in her mod-
eling career so far have been her photoshoots.

“Taking the first digitals, photoshoots or practice 
photos was a change because I am not really used to 
doing that or being expressive in that kind of way,” said 
Olsson.

One challenge that these students have encountered 
is balancing schoolwork with their modeling and acting 
careers. Litch has limited the amount of acting classes 
that she is doing to once a week and plans to increase 
that amount this summer.

“Obviously I’m going to be prioritizing school be-
cause that’s my main priority, but it’s just hard to bal-
ance everything,” said Litch.

Chen and Olsson are considering modeling part-
time after high school, and Litch is interested in possi-
bly studying cinematography or film. Chen plans to go 
out of state for college.

“I’m probably not gonna go to college in Oregon, so 
wherever I go I’ll see if I can also get signed there [with 
a modeling agency],” said Chen.

Senior Kaili Olsson is a model with Q6 Model and Artist 
Management. She has been with Q6 for seven months and 
did modeling at three years old.
By NICHOLAS WILSON

Lincoln club focuses on addressing homelessness
By NIDHA EAKAMBARAM

A new club, Students for Housing Initiatives, is 
working to reduce the stigma surrounding homeless-
ness and taking action to combat housing insecurity 

by partnering with the Oregon Food Bank. Though the 
club only started in mid-February, they already pre-
pared for a major lobbying event in Salem as well as 
planned community outreach efforts to address local 
housing challenges.

Junior Audrey Farrimond, the club’s founder and 
president, started it after noticing a lack of awareness 
and empathy for the houseless population in down-
town Portland. 

“We don’t get to hear from them about their own ex-
periences,” Farrimond said.

The club has been focusing on creating opportuni-
ties for direct engagement and advocacy. One of their 
key upcoming events is a dinner with members of the 
houseless community to discuss policy issues and iden-
tify areas where legislative support is needed. 

The club also participated in Oregon Food Bank’s 
Lobby Day on March 18, where students advocated for 
a bill ensuring access to the Oregon Food Bank’s re-
sources. 

“Food insecurity is always going to be a source of 
housing insecurity in the community,” Farrimond ex-
plained, as verified by non-profit organization Move for 
Hunger. “Getting the food might keep [people] in their 
house.”

Sophomore Evie Richardson, the club’s vice presi-
dent, highlighted how important this work feels, espe-
cially given the negative attitudes she sees and hears 
toward the houseless community from some of the stu-
dents at Lincoln. 

“Every single day, you’ll just hear people say the nas-

tiest things about the people who live outside,” Rich-
ardson said. “They make a lot of mean jokes and just 
generally dehumanize houseless people. They don’t 
really see them as people.”

Richardson emphasized the importance of shifting 
these perspectives through education and direct inter-
action. 

“At my old middle school, Northwest Academy, we 
had Outside In come in once a month and talk about 
their experiences with homelessness,” Richardson said. 
“That really changed my whole viewpoint on houseless-
ness, and that’s what I’m hoping to bring to Lincoln.”

Farrimond also leads Flock Feast, a student club at 
Lincoln that partners with a local food pantry tied to 
the Oregon Food Bank. 

“As a high schooler, I feel like I don’t have a lot of 
sway,” Farrimond said. “But what this opportunity 
from the Oregon Food Bank has given me, and I think 
it’s given a lot of other people at the club [Students for 
Housing Initiatives], is the feeling that we can actually 
change things. We can actually participate in our local 
and state communities in an effective and convincing 
way.”

Sophomore and member of the club, Isabella Tolba 
feels as though this is an important opportunity

“I’ve never been able to do anything like this before. 
I’m not close with the [Oregon] representatives and I 
feel like most people aren’t. I think it’s cool to talk to 
them face to face about what I personally want to see in 
the city,” Tolba said.

The Students for Housing Initiatives Club participated 
in a lobbying event in Salem with Oregon House 
Representatives. The club aims to bring more focus to the 
issue of houselessness in the Portland community and 
discuss legislation to address food insecurity.
Courtesy of AUDREY FARRIMOND

Is your yum our yuck?

One of the many great things about Portland is the 
variety of restaurants! We surveyed Lincoln students, 

asking what their favorite local restaurants are, and 
we visited three of them to see if they were worth the 
praise: Dough Zone, La Bonita, and SeaSweets Poke.  

Dough Zone, recommended by senior Everett Hoff-
man, has two local locations; one by the West Water-
front and the other in Cedar Hills. Hoffman recom-
mended we try the soup dumplings and the wontons 
in chili sauce. We ordered the Pork Xiao Long Bao and 
the Chicken & Vegetable Wontons in Chili Sauce. The 
Xiao Long Bao was $9.95 and came with eight in each 
order. They were extremely tasty, and had a light dough 
wrapping and a very flavorful soup filling. The chicken 
and vegetable wontons were $7.30 – they had an excel-
lent flavor balance between the chicken, vegetables and 
sauce. In our opinion, they were not spicy and could 
definitely be enjoyed by someone with a low spice tol-
erance. In comparison to other dumpling restaurants 
in town, we thought Dough Zone was affordable for 
students. Our overall rating is a 9/10.

Freshman Scarlett Shinn recommended the restau-
rant La Bonita because of its “delicious food, giant serv-
ings, [and] cozy atmosphere.” Shinn’s favorite dishes 
are their tamales and burritos. We ordered the $11.75 
grilled chicken burrito. We found that the burrito was 
delicious; it had a really soft and subtly sweet tortilla. 
The rice and beans had the perfect consistency and fla-
vor. If we were to change one thing about the burrito, it 
would be the amount of chicken. We agreed that there 
was not enough chicken. As for ambiance, they played 

“Hoedown Throwdown” by Miley Cyrus at one point, 
which made the experience ten times better. Overall, 
we definitely recommend La Bonita to Lincoln students 
and we rated the burrito an 8/10.

SeaSweets Poke was recommended to us by an anon-
ymous sophomore. We visited their SE 31st Ave loca-
tion. SeaSweets offer a variety of different types of fish 
and sauces, various toppings, and plenty of options for 
vegan customers. We both ordered the Shoyu Ahi poke 
and got different toppings – the regular size cost us 
each $14.75. The fish tasted fresh, the flavor was a great 
balance of umami and tang, and there was a good ra-
tio between all the toppings, rice, and fish. Our favorite 
topping was the crab salad. Though it was a bit pricey, 
we think it was 100% worth it. We rated SeaSweets a 
10/10. 

Overall, we loved all of the restaurants we visited and 
we think other students should try them too!

By SYDNEY ISAAC AND SOPHIE
MONAHAN

Dough Zone has two Portland locations; one on
South River Drive and the other on SW Cedar Hills
Blvd. One of the dishes we tried was the Chicken
& Vegetable Wontons in Chili Sauce.
By SYDNEY ISAAC

La Bonita has three different locations SE Division St, NE 
Alberta St, and N Killingsworth. We got the Grilled Chicken 
Burrito.
By SYDNEY ISAAC
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By AllAn ClAssen

Jessie Burke and Jonathan Cohen are Old 
Town’s power couple. They own real estate, 

operate businesses and lead the political affairs 
of their community.

Burke chairs the Old Town Community 
Association and Cohen is its treasurer, but 
their reach goes well beyond their corner of the 

city. Burke locked horns with Gov. Tina Kotek 
in 2023 over her appointment and dismissal 
from a task force to turn Portland’s downtown 
around.

But the dominant duo melded into the 
background last month after calling the police 
on a free food and clothing giveaway on 
Northwest Second Avenue early last month. 

By AllAn ClAssen

Dreams of Major League Baseball in Port-
land are periodically reawakened by 
promoters who name desired ballpark 

locations and circulate enticing illustrations. 
For 30 years, none have gotten to first base.

Few may know that we ever came close to 
cracking the major league club. But Portland 
was on the verge of claiming the Montreal 
Expos in 2001 until a “double-cross” in the 
state Legislature nixed financing for a stadi-
um, deflating the deal before the public knew 

enough to invest their hopes. 

Bud Selig, then the interim commissioner 
of baseball, had planned to publicly give the 
blessing of MLB to a future Portland team on 
July 7, 2001. But Steve Kanter called him that 
morning to call it off. The funding package had 
fallen apart in Salem after midnight and there 
would be no good news to announce.

“I had to pull the plug,” Kanter said.

Kanter, the former dean of the Lewis & Clark 
Law School and now a Northwest Portland 

By AllAn ClAssen

A formal appeal by the NW Examiner to obtain public 
records from the Pearl District Neighborhood Asso-
ciation, though upheld in February, has produced no 

tangible results.

•  The records sought—audio recordings of PDNA meetings—
have been erased.

•  The District 4 Coalition of neighborhoods, which upheld the 
Examiner’s position that recordings are public records and 
must be available to the public and press, also adopted a 
policy that it would play no role in enforcing its decisions.

•  The chair of the coalition, Jessie Burke, has since refused to 
turn over recordings of the association she chairs, the Old 
Town Community Association, in a mirror case of the viola-
tion the coalition board ruled against regarding PDNA.

•  Five months after it dismissed the Examiner’s complaint, the 
PDNA board finally heard the paper’s side of the issue last 
month. A proposed policy requiring the recording of meet-
ings and public access to those recordings will be presented 
for board action this month.  

•  The city of Portland’s Office of Civic and Community Life has 
failed to respond to requests by the Examiner to address vio-

Power  couple sics cavalry
Carry a big stick, but 
don’t give your name

Portland almost snared a major 
league baseball team in 2001

Near 
miss

Records requests  
get short shrift
Reaction to violations mixed, 
nonexistent from city

Jonathan Cohen and Jessie Burke made like 
bystanders after triggering a massive police 
response  to a Portland Free Store event in 
Old Town last month. Burke falsely claimed 
she was representing the Portland Bureau of 
Transportation in answering a question about 
her intentions.

Continued on page 8
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Across the Street from Wallace Park

“Not exactly my first rodeo with selling a home. It was an exceptionally challenging
transaction, but thanks to the Volkmer Team, especially Mardi Davis, it went so much more
smoothly than it would have otherwise. Consummate professionals with over-the-top caring.

Many thanks to Mardi, Kim and Dan.”

--Daniel Levine 

LOVINGLY RESTORED 1894 VICTORIAN QUEEN
ANNE DUPLEX 

PERFECT POTENTIAL FOR OWNER-OCCUPIER
PROPERTY

2737 SW 1st Avenue
1 Bedroom / 1 Bathroom each unit

1,034 SF (Approx.) each unit
RMLS #457864056

$659,000

 
DUTCH COLONIAL / COLONIAL REVIVAL

HISTORIC CHRISTINE BECKER HOME
DESIGNED BY ESTEEMED ARCHITECT

EMIL SCHACHT

1331 NW 25th Avenue

4 Bedrooms / 3 & 1/2 Bathrooms
4,691 SF (Approx.)

Lot .23Acrea (Approx.)
2 Car Garage

RMLS #24063186
$1,650,000

2885 NW Shenandoah Terrace
6 Bedrooms / 4 & 1/2 Bathrooms

6,838 SF ( Approx.) 
Lot .52 Acre (Approx.)

2 Car Garage
RMLS #24087573

$1,395,000

DISTINGUISHED AND COMFORTABLY
SIZED HOME BY ARCHITECT MORRIS

WHITEHOUSE

4 Bedrooms / 2 & 1/2 Bathrooms
2,679 SF (Approx.)

Lot .26 Acre (Approx.)
2 Car Garage

RMLS #474913561
$1,075,000

3833 SW Greenleaf Drive

Less than a mile to Council Crest Park and
Marquam Trails

Located in the Corbett/Lair Hill District 
Easy Access to PSU and OHSU Campuses

A.E. DOYLE DESIGNED HOME ON A 
HALF-ACRE LOT

In Sought-After Westover Terraces

PEN
DIN

G

PEN
DIN

G



                         nwexaminer.com  /  Northwest Examiner, APRIL 2025

Editor’s Turn

VOLUME 38, NO. 8 // APRIL 2025

EDITOR/PUBLISHER........................................ ALLAN CLASSEN

GRAPHIC DESIGN .......................................... WESLEY MAHAN

PHOTOGRAPHY............................................... JULIE KEEFE

ADVERTISING......................................JOLEEN JENSEN-CLASSEN

CONTRIBUTOR................................................... JEFF COOK

Published on the first Saturday of each month. Annual subscription $50.
CLR Publishing, Inc., 1209 SW Sixth Ave., #303, Portland OR 97204 503-241-2353. 
CLR Publishing, Inc. ©2025     allan@nwexaminer.com      www.nwexaminer.com

ANNUAL SPONSORAWARD-WINNING PUBLICATION

3

Readers Reply
Letters can be sent to: allan@nwexaminer.com or 1209 SW Sixth Ave., #303, Portland, OR 97204. 
Letters should be 300 words or fewer; include a name and a street of residence. 
Deadline: third Saturday of the month.

Keep the recordings
As a former board member of the Pearl 
District Neighborhood Association, I find 
PDNA’s refusal to provide Mr. Classen 
with recordings of their meetings and 
their lack of transparency very concern-
ing [“Failure to enforce public records 
law leads to recurring cycle,” March].

At its March 13 meeting, a board mem-
ber suggested that one solution would 
be to just not record meetings. Another 
board member expressed concern that 
meeting recordings “could be used 
against us.”

If everyone is behaving appropriately, 
what possible reason is there to not 
record the meetings or not make the 
recordings available to the public?

Whether neighborhood associations 

meet the definition of “governing 
bodies” as outlined in the Oregon Pub-
lic Meetings Law is irrelevant when 
determining if the PDNA is required to 
make meeting recordings available. 

Under City Code 3.96, neighborhood 
associations are required to abide by 
ONI Standards.

The ONI Standards require neighbor-
hood associations to abide by the Ore-
gon Public Meetings & Records policy.

Oregon Public Meetings Law states, 
“any minutes or recording of a public meet-
ing that does not take place in executive ses-
sion must be made available to the public.”

The law also states, “audio or video 
recordings must generally be retained until 
one year after minutes have been prepared 
and approved.”

City Code 3.96 states, “If a neighbor-

hood association or business district 
association fails to meet the minimum 
requirements of Chapter 3.96, the 
Office of Community & Civic Life may 
suspend partial or all benefits and may 
ultimately revoke formal recognition of 
a neighborhood association.”

The PDNA has established many pro-
grams to address public safety, trash and 
graffiti and help create a vibrant com-
munity.  To risk losing the support and 
benefits and formal recognition of the 
city could jeopardize these programs. 

I urge the PDNA to establish a policy 
that all board and committee meetings 
will be recorded and made available 
to anyone who requests them, and that 
recordings will be retained for one year.

Mary Sipe
NW Northrup St.

Don't forget KGW
In your March “Editor’s Turn,” you 
correctly state that “Two institutions 
did not fail us” in regard to the way the 
city has ignored the violence, drug use, 
and intimidation of neighbors living in 
the Alphabet District on a “Safe Route 
to School.” You point to the coverage 
of KPTV and to the reaction of District 
Attorney Nathan Vasquez. 

I wholeheartedly agree, but I would 
also like to celebrate KGW, which 
has shown up in the neighborhood 
repeatedly to cover physical attacks, 
machete-wielding men threatening 
toddlers and their mothers in front of 
Metropolitan Learning Center, and the 
work of Friends of Couch Park to make 

Cont’d on page 5

BY ALLAN CLASSEN   |   EDITOR & PUBLISHER

What is there to hide?

Some of our neighborhood associa-
tions are pushing back on compli-
ance with Oregon Public Records 

and Meeting Law, saying it is too oner-
ous for volunteers to administer and gets 
in the way of “speaking freely.”

To appreciate the significance of public 
meetings standards, it helps to consider 
why we have them, particularly why 
they apply to neighborhood associations.

Massive federal “slum clearance” and 
freeway construction after World War 
II dislocated thousands of households 
across America. Scenes of residents 
clinging to their doorways and porch-
es as police officers dragged them into 
paddy wagons were broadcast over net-
work television.

The redevelopment projects were wel-
comed by governors, mayors and city 
councils, who saw urban renewal as 
sweeping away derelict buildings and 
failing communities to build better and 
more modern cities. They dismissed the 
resistance as emotional overreactions by 
a few to projects that would benefit the 
many. Notorious New York City kingpin 
Robert Moses dismissed them as mere 
tenants who were losing nothing; they 
could readily find other apartments.

This was the Civil Rights era, and mem-
bers of Congress representing targeted 
areas demanded a better way. The peo-
ple impacted had to have a voice in fed-
erally funded projects that disrupted cit-
ies. To know who was impacted, there 
had to be a system in which residents 
of a community could be distinguished 
from others. In the language of the time, 
there was fear that “outside agitators” 
and communists exploited disruption 

for their broader 
political purposes.

To ensure that organi-
zations representing 
the people legitimate-
ly reflect the views of 
the community, there 
had to be rules and 
boundaries for mem-
bership, a democratic 
and open process in 
which all could par-
ticipate and influence 
decisions. 

In time, local govern-
ments came to see 
that such a system 
was valuable not only 
for federal infrastruc-
ture projects but as a 
permanent linchpin 
of local governance. 
In 1973, Oregon adopted a land-use 
planning system in which citizen par-
ticipation was Goal One. The next year, 
Portland created the Office of Neighbor-
hood Associations to not only recognize 
the essential role of local associations 
but also to provide funding to help them 
be effective.

In return for the money—distributed 
to coalitions of neighborhoods through 
contracts—the organizations had to 
operate as public bodies bound by state 
laws for transparency and accountabili-
ty. It was not an unreasonable expecta-
tion. For all government spending, there 
must be a means to see that it serves the 
intended purpose. 

Without such controls, including geo-
graphic divisions in which anyone may 

exercise membership rights, government 
funds could fall into the hands of local 
bosses, political operatives or those with 
agendas beyond representing all of their 
constituents.

And without “paperwork,” how can it 
be established that meetings were prop-
erly announced, decisions were made 
openly according to bylaws and that all 
had the opportunity to participate?

Failure to keep adequate minutes, era-
sure of meeting recordings and decisions 
without meetings are glaring signs of the 
breakdown in democratic accountabili-
ty. The worst cases of unilateral action 
almost invariably are revealed by miss-
ing links in the record.

To have power over others, to speak for 
“the people,” entails being answerable 

to them. There is a duty to explain what 
has been done in their name and why. 
That mechanism restrains leaders from 
acting carelessly or for personal goals. 
No leader is perfect, but those who will 
not stand behind what they have done 
and invite the dissent or correction of 
their constituents are false leaders. 

Some of our local neighborhood repre-
sentatives do not believe they should 
have to face such accountability and 
are literally destroying the records that 
would reveal their words and deeds. 
There is a democratic solution to their 
usurpation if we exercise the authority 
we possess. n

 Comment on nweXAMINER.COM 
     or emai l :  a l lan@n wexaminer.com
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35 years dedicated to
handcrafted framing

35 years dedicated to
NW Portland

Katayama Framing
2219 NW Raleigh

www.katayamaframing.com
10920 NW Saint Helens Road

Portland, OR 97231

Also visit us at 
Dekum Street Doorway!

dekumstreetdoorway.com

503-286-1291
LinntonFeed.com
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The Northwest Examiner publishes obituaries of people 
who lived, worked or had other substantial connections 
to our readership area, which includes Northwest 
Portland, Goose Hollow, Sauvie Island and areas north 
of Highway 26. If you have information about a death in 
our area, please contact us at allan@nwexaminer.com. 
Photographs are also welcomed. There is no charge for 
obituaries in the Examiner.

The Law Office 
of Harris S. Matarazzo 

is proud to support the work of the 
NW Examiner in our community.

Harris S. Matarazzo 
121 SW Morrison, Suite 1015 

503-226-0306
•Restoration Repairs & Refinishing
•State of the Art Dust Containment
•Installation of New Wood Floor
•Environmentally Friendly Finishes

Gregory Rasmussen
Gregory Stanton Rasmussen, the 
president of Don Rasmussen Co., 
died on Feb. 7 at age 80. He was 
born on April 13, 1944, in Tacoma, 
and his family moved to Cedar Hills 
in his youth. He graduated from 
Sunset High School in 1962. He 
received a degree in business 
administration from the University 

of Oregon in 1967. He served in the Navy Reserves 
during the Vietnam War. In 1970, he joined the fami-
ly-owned car dealership, working with his father and 
brother. He served on several advisory councils for 
vehicle manufacturers and was named Oregon’s Time 
Quality Dealer of the Year in 2010. He contributed 
substantially to charitable institutions. He carried the 
Olympic Torch in Portland for the 1996 Olympics. He 
is survived by his wife of 50 years, Jan; son, David; 
daughters, Amy, Erika and Kristine; sisters, Janet and 
Ann; and seven grandchildren. A celebration of life 
will be held from 1-4 p.m., on Sunday, April 13, at 
Portland Golf Club.

Gregg Kantor
Gregg Steven Kantor, the former 
chief executive of NW Natural, died 
Jan. 31 at age 67. He was born on 
April 30, 1957, in Chicago and grad-
uated from Corona del Mar High 
School in Newport Beach, Calif. He 
received a bachelor’s degree from 
the University of California Santa 
Barbara in 1975. He received a mas-

ter’s degree in urban planning from the University of 
Oregon in 1981. Before joining NW Natural in 1996, 
he was a spokesperson for then-Gov. Neil Gold-
schmidt, and worked for Portland General Electric and 
Bonneville Power Administration. He helped establish 
the Lan Su Chinese Garden, was an adviser to the 
Portland Chinatown Museum and was on the board of 
Albina Vision Trust. He is survived by his wife, Diane 
Kantor; daughters, Sabrina Kantor and Olivia Kantor; 
his sister, Kim Noah; stepmother, Christine Kantor; 
stepsister, Taira Kantor. 

Ralph Wells
Ralph Wells, a Northwest District 
resident for 46 years, died on Jan. 
22 of pancreatic cancer at age 77. He 
was born on June 23, 1947, in 
Berkeley, Calif, and grew up in 
Saudi Arabia and Tarrytown, N.Y. 
He attended the University of Ore-
gon and Pacific Northwest College 
of Art. He moved to Portland in 

1969 to perform alternative service as a conscientious 
objector during the Vietnam War. He was assigned to 
work at Legacy Good Samaritan Medical Center, 
where he continued to work as a phlebotomist and as 
a pharmacy technician and manager. He was also a 
photographer for the NW Examiner, Oregon Journal 
and Willamette Week and an editorial assistant at The 
Oregonian. He is survived by his wife, Carol Wells; 
and sister, Marianne Wells Borg.

Thomas A. Goldsmith
Thomas A. Goldsmith, who grew up 
in Arlington Heights, died on Feb. 14 
at age 98. He was born on Aug. 26, 
1926, and attended Ainsworth Ele-
mentary School and Lincoln High 
School. After serving for two years in 
the army, he received a degree in 
business administration from the 
University of Oregon. He spent his 

entire career in the business founded by his father and 
uncle, Goldsmith Co., a dry goods and textile company 
serving customers in the Pacific Northwest and Alaska. 
He married Carole McGilvray in 1957. They lived in 
Lake Oswego and had four children. He married Melin-
da Graydon in 1981; she died in 2002. He was a life-
long member of the Multnomah Athletic Club, an 
accomplished water skier and continued to snow ski 
into his 80s. He is survived by his son, Randy; daugh-
ters, Cathy and Diana; and three grandchildren. He was 
predeceased by his daughter Mary Lee.

Misao Yoshihara Minagi
Misao Yoshihara Minagi, a longtime seamstress at 
White Stag, died March 1 at age 105. She was born 
and received her early education in Japan. She immi-
grated to Portland, where she graduated from Girls 
Polytechnic High School. Her survivors include Hid-
eyo and Kathy Minagi: Jay, Kim, Catherine and Zenith 
Yoshihara; Lynn Kanaya; Jennifer, Lillian and James 
A. Wright; and Michael and Ana Rosen. A funeral ser-
vice will be held on April 6 at 11 a.m. at the Nichiren 
Buddhist Temple of Portland.

William R. Haden
William R. Haden, a former resident 
of Northwest Westover Terrace, 
died March 15 at age 82. He was 
born in Beckley, W.Va. on April 29, 
1942, and raised in Morgantown, 
W.Va. He received a bachelor’s 
degree in political science in 1964 
from West Virginia University and a 
master’s degree in government from 

George Washington University in 1965. After serving 
two years as a military intelligence officer in the army, 
he began a career in higher education administration 
that included positions at West Virginia University, 
the University of Rochester, the University of Chicago 
and Reed College, where he was acting president in 
the early 1990s. He was president of West Virginia 
Wesleyan College for 11 years. He served on the 
boards of Oregon College of Oriental Medicine, 
Planned Parenthood Columbia Willamette, Northwest 
United Methodist Foundation and Chamber Music 
Northwest. He chaired the board at the First United 
Methodist Church in Portland. He was a lifetime 
member of the Willamette University Board of Trust-
ees. He was preceded in death by his wife of 30 years, 
Elizabeth Flanagan. He is survived by his daughter, 
Laura McKinney; son, Douglas; brothers, J. Richard 
Haden Jr. and James Haden; and two grandchildren. 
He is also survived by his longtime partner, Doris 
Huff. A celebration of life will be held on April 12 at 
noon at First United Methodist Church.

Death notices
Sherry NelSoN, 77, Multnomah Athletic Club mem-
ber 

Peter SchooNmaker, 66, Pacific Northwest College of 
Art faculty member.

morriS arNtSoN Jr., 86, Multnomah Athletic Club 
member. 

ruth “Patty” (carmoNy) crook, 82, 1960 Lincoln 
High School graduate.

NaNcy JoaN Drake, 86, lived near Washington Park.
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• PDNA Board Member Livability & Safety Chair

• NW Examiner “2018 Civic Engagement” Awardee

• Pearl District Resident since 2000

• Northwest Community Conservancy Board

JUDIEDUNKEN.COM  
503-849-1593
OWNER/BROKER

The Metropolitan  $425,000

2 bed, 2 bath

The Metropolitan  $995,000

3 bed, 2 bath

SOLD SOLD

The Avenues  $680,000

1 bed, 2 baths

Tanner Place  $775,000

2 bed, 2 bath

COMING SOON COMING APRIL 11

Representing Buyers and Sellers in 
Portland since 1993

the park a safe and happy place for 
everyone. 

It takes organizers, local journalists 
such as yourself, large media organi-
zations and individual politicians to 
effect positive change. We applaud 
you all. 

Kerry Duff
NW 18th Ave.

PGE decision a travesty
Such hypocrisy. A city of Portland 
hearings officer recently approved 
PGE’s terrible plan to cut through For-
est Park for its Harborton Reliability 
Project [“It could happen here,” Feb-
ruary].

This is a travesty, and not only 
because Forest Park is natural jewel 
beloved by Portlanders and tourists 
alike. With Portland having one of 
the worst heat indexes in the country, 
Forest Park provides essential tree 
canopy and a natural respite that all 
citizens can access and enjoy.

All this is happening at a time while 
the Bureau of Environmental Services 
and Urban Forestry can’t seem to fig-
ure out how to fix our disappearing 
tree canopy – a problem that reported-
ly mainly impacts low canopy, low-in-
come areas and communities of color. 
Well, guess where PGE plans to slash 
trees in acres of Forest Park? In the 
park’s northern section, near manu-
facturing and blue-collar areas – areas 
that need trees the most.

PGE’s proposal is particularly egre-
gious because it will kill off one of 
the last remaining stands of urban old 
growth trees. Mature and old growth 
trees are carbon-storage champions, 
helping slow climate change in ways 
young trees simply can’t. Some esti-
mates show that fewer than 10 percent 
of old growth trees remain in Oregon. 
To thoughtlessly destroy what’s left 
right in our own backyard seems par-
ticularly shortsighted.

So the city greenlights a plan to chop 
down acres of old-growth trees while 
having no idea how to fix Portland’s 
tree canopy problem? The city’s 
approval of PGE’s plan is a clear-cut 
example of how Portland simply 
doesn’t work.

Darcie Meihoff
S. Gaines St.

Don’t blame Trump  
followers
I was dismayed, but sadly not sur-
prised, to see one of your readers 
express fear that Trump followers” 
would set Forest Park afire [Letter to 
editor: Sharon Joy, March]. And that 
fear she traced back to his previous 
term in office.

It continually amazes me that many 
Portlanders cannot see that the real 
threats of arson and other “direct 
action” forms of property destruction 
belong to the playbook of far left anar-
chy ideologies. This belief system can 
be traced to the Russian Revolution 
and its vilification of capitalism. Ergo, 
smash the windows of your local Star-
bucks, despite it being a very progres-
sive corporation. Anyone who hasn’t 
witnessed these endless displays in 
Portland must surely live in or near 
Forest Park, far from the madding 
crowd.

Last May, the PDX Anarchists blog 
claimed credit for setting a dozen 
police cars ablaze after causing 
more than $1 million in damages to 
Portland State University’s Millar 
Library. During our endless nightly 
rioting of 2020, it was Antifa and 
their ilk smashing windows of busi-
nesses. More recently, they smashed 
windows at the World Forestry Cen-
ter. And they took credit for setting 
fire to a car in the driveway of Rene 
Gonzalez’s home during his mayoral 
campaign.  

I contend that Gonzalez lost the elec-
tion because of the woeful naivety of 
many Portlanders to such threats. I 
applaud Gonzalez for having labeled 
these radical left extremists as 
domestic terrorists. Wake up Port-
land. Trump and his followers are not 
the source of all evil. Certainly not in 
this town.

Karla Powell
NW 11th Ave.

Great journalism
I just moved to Portland’s Northwest 
District, and one of the best parts of 
my month is the arrival of your paper. 
It is great journalism. Keep up the 
good work.

Shane Anna Bishop
NW Irving St.

Harm reduction no  
solution
I am so thankful for your reach and 
thought regarding harm reduction and 
the drug/housing situation in Port-
land. I have lived here 21 years and 
have volunteered and expressed my 
exasperation at many of the approach-
es you also address. 

Thank you so very much.
Marjorie Myers 
NW Ninth Ave.



Northwest Examiner, APRIL 2025  /   nwexaminer.com6

NEWS

Bid Online
Shop our free online auction of
delightful, local treasures!

Join the Gala
Buy your tickets for a spectacular
night hosted by Poison Waters!

Learn more at FHPDX.org/auction25

Register for a chance to win $100!

Includes dinner, wine bar, & live auction!

“I don’t know. I just 
work in the community. 
… I really don’t want to 

say anything.”

—Jonathan Cohen
Treasurer, Old Town 

Community Association

When they call the police, they get 
action. About a dozen officers lined the 
street, prepared for whatever disruption 
the Portland Free Store Project and its 
homeless beneficiaries might bring. 

Burke and Cohen were accompanied 
by a similar number of neighboring 
residents and business people. An 
independent videographer known as 
John the Lefty also came. He asked the 
police why they were there, and they 
pointed to Cohen. 

“The officer told me that you’re 
the spokesperson for the community. 
What’s going on here?” the videographer 
asked.

“I don’t know. I just work in the 
community,” Cohen said. “I don’t have 
any comment right now. I’m just here to 
support the community. … I really don’t 
want to say anything.”

With that, the one-man news agency 
turned to a down-dressed Burke.

“In the yellow beanie: Do you have 
any comment about what’s going on?”

Burke shrugged her shoulders, then 
explained, “We want people to have 
permits.”

Video man persisted, and eventually 
she began talking.

“I’m doing this for the Bureau of 
Transportation,” she claimed (an 
assertion PBOT later denied).

Why did Burke not say she was acting 
as chair of the Old Town Community 
Association?

We asked her, but got no reply. 
We asked Cohen why he dodged his 
affiliation, but he did not respond 
either.

John the Lefty, holding a video 
camera in her face, was more successful 
in drawing Burke out.

“I have to have a permit for my 
A-frame sign on the sidewalk,” she said. 
“I have to get a permit for everything. 
The residents have to drive on the 
streets. The streets are not accessible 
because suddenly there’s a pop-up. If 
there were a permit, everyone would get 
notification, and we’re not getting it.”  

Portland Free Store had taken over 
a block and a parking lot in Old Town 
on March 6, though on this day the 
organization confined its activities to 
the sidewalk as a bevy of police officers 
and neighbors looked on.

According to Burke, the demonstration 
was about the importance of city 
permits that would have forewarned the 
community of activities planned in the 
right of way. 

Darlene Urban Garrett, executive 
director of the District 4 Coalition of 
neighborhood associations, which 
Burke also chairs, participated in the 
demonstration at her request.

“I was asked by a neighborhood 
association,” Garrett said. “If a neighbor-

hood association calls me for help, I’m 
going to be there.”

She did not fault Burke and Cohen 
for hiding their identities or roles as 
neighborhood officers.

“I kind of get it, because you didn’t 
want anyone to know who you were. I 
may have done the same thing,” Garrett 
said. “It was not a friendly group.”

Although police officers were 
present on that day, “there could be 
ramifications after the fact” had the 
Free Store people and their supporters 
known who they were, she said.

The videographer didn’t see it that 
way. “There were at least a dozen cops. 
This was an absolute waste of police 
resources.”

Silence broken
After the NW Examiner made 

inquiries to City Hall agencies and 
participants about the anti-Free Store 
demonstration, Burke finally released 
her side of the story in a 900-word letter 
to Mayor Keith Wilson and members of 
the City Council on March 25. She did 
not send it to the news media, but the 
Examiner obtained a copy and posted it 
to its website.

“Over the last few months,” Burke 
began, “I have been getting calls 
from Lan Su Garden about Northwest 
Flanders being taken over with tents, 
making it impassable to vehicle traffic. 
Over time, residents started to notice 

 NW Examiner
Local news that goes deeper.  

Since 1986

Jessie Burke poster from last year’s campaign.

Darlene Urban Garrett (center) said she attended the demonstration because the Old Town 
Community Association asked her to. Source: https://www.instagram.com/fullrevmedia/reel/
DHKuOE8uz5J/

"Power couple" cont'd from page 1
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HISTORIC
OFFICES
FOR LEASE

503.223.2200
Jim Brunke 
Real Estate

The Overton Center 
1308 NW 20th 

The Gadsby 
1306 NW Hoyt Street 

Office HOurs:                                           
Weekdays  10:00am - 4:00pm 
appOintments Gladly scHeduled!

Enjoy thE ConvEniEnCE of  SEnior Living!2020 nW northrup StrEEt
portLand, orEgon  97209  
503.225.0677
WWW.tHeuniOnmanOrs.OrG

no CoStLy Buy-inS or  appLiCation fEES
rEnt SuBSidiES avaiLaBLE/inComE LimitS appLy

Marshall Union Manor
 retireMent living for seniors 62 years or older

Marshall Union Manor has been 
part of Northwest Portland for more 
than 40 years. Our residents enjoy 
the ease and diversity of urban 
living. For residents with cars we 
have off street parking, but many of 
our seniors prefer to utilize the city 
bus or the street car which stops 
just outside our building. We offer 
a beauty/barber shop, community 
vegetable garden, in-house library, 
and numerous clubs and activities. 
Enjoy Retirement to its fullest!

affOrdable Quality retirement livinG
Studio & onE-BEdroom apartmEntS

Brunch is calling.
Just ten minutes west of Downtown.

www.CornellFarms.com 

and get upset, feeling once again 
that Old Town was getting treated 
as the neighborhood where no 
rules apply.

“We checked with PBOT, and no 
permits were obtained to close the 
streets.

“A resident went over and 
asked the group back in November 
of 2024 if they had a permit to 
close the street, and he was told 
to ‘go home you f*$king NIMBY 
as*$%le.’ That same person told 
them they were coming every 
Thursday and Sunday. Attached 
is a picture of Northwest Flanders 
just one of the nights of these 
street takeovers. The other photos 
are when they moved into a 
Prosper Portland-owned parking 
lot without permission and none 
of the Blanchet House staff or 
volunteers could get their cars 
out.”

Burke wrote that a female police 
officer asking about permits was 
accosted by a “masked mob” and 
later doxxed, the names of her 
children and their school posted 
online with a threat: “I hope they 
will be safe tomorrow.”

“This week, we as a community 
wanted to show our support 
for law and order,” her letter 
continued. “We were met with 

screaming slurs, calling us 
racists and asking if we had paid 
reparations. Our message was 
consistent and clear—we just want 
the rule of law to be consistently 
abided by and enforced.

“I’m disappointed that this 
group is being treated with any 
sort of credibility, when every 
community they show up in (they 
are also terrorizing Lair Hill) is 
raising the alarm bells.

“When law-abiding, civil 
citizens are being treated as 
equally credible as an organization 
and people who will gladly 
threaten the lives of children, call 
the elderly slurs and threaten to 
shoot up small businesses—all 
so they can continue to flout the 
law and be disrespectful to the 
community of which they are 
visitors—we have lost the thread, 
and that is why Portlanders are 
leaving in droves. And I have to 
say, as someone who has fought 
incredibly hard to save this city, 
I’m about to my breaking point. 

 While making the case for 
law enforcement taking her 
side, Burke denied inviting 
the police to the recent event 
captured on video.

By that time, the Police Bureau 
had already geared up to counter 

Free Store disruptions.

“One particular incident 
on March 6 drew heightened 
concern,” wrote Portland Police 
Public Information Officer Terri 
Wallo Strauss in response to 
an Examiner inquiry. “Central 
Precinct officers were dispatched 
to Northwest Flanders Street and 
Second Avenue after multiple 
complaints that the group had 
set up vehicles and tables in a 
manner that blocked the street 
and entrances to private parking 
lots.

“A large number of individuals 
began surrounding and 
threatening officers … This 
required a citywide response, 
leading to delayed handling of 
lower-priority calls.”

And what about neighborhood 
leaders denying or hiding their 
roles in advocating for government 
action? Burke made no mention 
of it. When the political heat 
rises, matters of transparency and 
accountability take a back seat. n 

The Portland Free Store and its customers moved down the street to avoid demonstrators. 
Source: https://www.instagram.com/fullrevmedia/reel/DHKuOE8uz5J/

 Comment on nwexaminer.com 
     or emai l :  a l lan@n wexaminer.com

The video can be seen at https://www.instagram.com/fullrevmedia/reel/DHKuOE8uz5J/
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“The most fun I 
had during this 

whole process was 
talking to George 

Steinbrenner.”  
—Steve Kanter

resident, was president of Portland 
Baseball Group, a group of political 
insiders, business leaders, citizens, 
lobbyists and architects who mounted 
what they thought would be a six-
month mission to bring big league 
baseball to town.

Local architect John Vosmek pre-
pared a redesign of Civic Stadium (now 
Providence Park) as an interim home 
should the Expos be coming. Vosmek 
also enlisted HOK Sport of Kansas City, 
the preeminent designer and builder of 
major league baseball stadiums since 
the 1990s, to create a design for a per-
manent stadium on the site of the main 
U.S. Post Office on Northwest Hoyt 
Street, a property recently cleared for 
mixed-use redevelopment. 

An HOK official told the group that 
the post office site had everything—a 
central city location with ample transit 
links surrounded by walkable neigh-
borhoods, great views of the river and 
mountains—and was among the best 
sites for a stadium he had ever seen.

The group had the right connections 
but had little time to generate broad 
public awareness. It was to be a sprint 
through the legislative session to get 
funding, which was to be a $250 mil-
lion bond program, $150 million of 
which would go for a stadium and the 
rest for public education.

A window of opportunity had 
opened because the Expos franchise 
was in free fall, bleeding about $30 mil-
lion a year while losing its star players 
to free agency. MLB took over the team 
and operated it for two years while 
looking for a new home. 

The Expos’ predicament was only 
one of baseball’s problems in the 1990s. 
A players strike had wiped out the 
1994 World Series, steroids had distort-
ed hallowed performance records, the 
game’s public image had tanked and 
leadership was in the hands of an inter-
im commissioner, who at the same time 
owned the Milwaukee Brewers, a con-
flict of interest if ever there was one.

Kanter just happened to have made 
an unlikely friendship with that inter-
im commissioner by calling him unso-
licited to tell him, “I know how to fix 
baseball.” Surprisingly, Selig called 
him back, they had an “extremely can-
did” conversation, and before long 
Kanter was asked to write up his ideas 
as an application to become what Selig 
believed he could never be, the perma-
nent commissioner of baseball.

Red at heart
That was actually Kanter’s second 

baseball dream. Growing up in Cin-
cinnati, he hoped one day to become 
the shortstop for the Reds. It turned 
out that he was better at law and better 
still at talking himself into historic 
opportunities. Becoming the commis-
sioner of baseball was a long shot, 
and he surmised that his only path 
would be through the power behind 
the throne, New York Yankees owner 
George Steinbrenner.

Kanter pulled out all of his con-
nections, which included a beautiful 
woman who was a big Yankees booster, 
who lined up a call with “The Boss,” 
Steinbrenner. Kanter, who found the 
man to remarkably resemble the paro-
dy of him played frequently on “Sein-
feld,” remembers the call vividly.

“He pounded his fist, and I could 
almost feel the pounding on his desk,” 
Kanter said. 

Steinbrenner wanted to “stop me 
mid-sentence so he could halt what-
ever it was that I was saying to tell me 
that I was from Ohio. 

“‘Why yes, I am,’ I replied. 

“He then told me he could tell any-
one’s birth zip code from their accent!” 

Kanter said.

While that was theatric, Steinbren-
ner could have enhanced his excep-
tional sensory gift with a prior scan of 
Kanter’s resume.

Getting down to business, Steinbren-
ner wanted to know what the prospec-
tive commissioner might do that could 
displease him.

“I would tell you no,” Kanter said, a 
word Steinbrenner seldom heard.

While candor was in the air, the 
Yankee owner handed out a bitter pill: 

 “Buddy just bought 29 airline tickets.”

That needed translation. Steinbren-
ner explained that Selig was going to 
visit every major league owner to sew 
up support for himself as permanent 
commissioner, and in that case, the job 
would be his.

Kanter’s long shot had fallen short, 
but he sent Selig a congratulatory mes-
sage the next day and retained a friend 
who would one day come in handy.

Friendship renewed
Seven years later, Kanter knew the 

Expos problem was on Selig’s desk, 
and he offered a solution: move the 
franchise to Portland, where he was 
drumming up support for a local team.

Kanter had assembled a dream team 
of insiders who had worked at high lev-
els in Oregon politics. They came from 
both sides of the aisle. Kevin Campbell 
was a top lobbyist who joined the team. 
Randy Vataha, a former NFL receiver 
whose business was buying and selling 
professional sports teams, was hired to 
manage the project. Sen. Mark Hatfield 
and former Gov. Neil Goldschmidt 
were backers. 

Campbell said it is unlikely he 
would have jumped into the project 
if not for Kanter, whom he praised for 
strategic insight, credibility and “con-
tagious enthusiasm.”

“Steve often used the phrase, ‘if 
done right,’” meaning it had to make 
sense for taxpayers and the community 
as well as for baseball fans. 

Vataha said Kanter’s leadership was 
part of the reason he got him involved. 

“He’s a quality guy,” he said. “We 
knew he wouldn’t mislead us … and it 
was clear he had the respect of all the 
local people.”

The Oregonian cartoonist Jack Ohman had a harsh take on the deed done to Portland 
baseball fans.

Steve Kanter tells a story covering 30 years and the kingmakers of Major League 
Baseball.

NWDA Annual Meeting Notice

Members wanting to declare candidacy for a seat on the
NWDA Board must do so by Wednesday, April 23rd by

emailing secretary@nwdaportland.org

The 2025 annual membership
meeting will be held on Monday,

May 19th at 6pm on Zoom. 
Find meeting links and

information at
NWDAPortland.org.

"Near miss" cont'd from page 1



 nwexaminer.com  /  Northwest Examiner, APRIL 2025 9

NEWS

Schedule online @: 

www.esautoworks.com
          503.221.2411
              509 NW Everett St
              Open M-F  7am-6pm

Expires 05/06/2023

$10 off anything over $100

$25 off anything over $250

$50 off anything over $500

SAVE WHERE IT COUNTS!SPRING SPRING 
IS HERE!IS HERE!

5/3/2025
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The two remain friends to this day.

The group persuaded then-Gov. 
John Kitzhaber to support the cam-
paign. Twenty of 30 state senators 
supported a bill to allocate $150 mil-
lion for a stadium in Portland. 

The bill, however, was in a com-
mittee chaired by Sen. Lenn Hannon, 
who did not support it. Senate Pres-
ident Gene Derfler did not like the 
bill either, but he agreed to bring it 
to a floor vote Kitzhaber got behind 
it. Passage now seemed probable. But 
in the last hours of the 2001 session, 
Derfler changed his mind and shelved 
it after all.

An Oregonian editorial cartoon 
showed Derfler throwing a bean ball 
at a Portland baseball fan. Lawmakers 
told Kanter that the senate president 
had double-crossed him. 

The Expos instead moved to Wash-
ington, D.C., in 2005, and the team 
became the Washington Nationals, 
winners of the World Series in 2019.

“We almost pulled it off,” said 
Vosmek, the architect. 

For years, Vosmek’s office was 
filled with drawings and a model of 
the proposed ballpark, all done pro 
bono.

Was it the highlight of your career?

“Absolutely,” Vosmek said.

Kanter isn’t involved with the cur-
rent effort to bring a major league 
team to Portland, though he testified 
in favor of enabling legislation sought 
by the Portland Diamond Project, 
which has designs for a new stadi-
um proposed along Portland’s south 
waterfront. He wishes the current 
effort well, while noting that it will 
be a heavier lift than it was 25 years 
ago. In 2001, an existing major league 
team just needed a place to play, and 
no other cities were as well prepared 
as Portland. This time it would prob-
ably entail being chosen from a list of 
cities for an expansion franchise that 
could cost billions, in addition to a 
similar range for a stadium.

Memorabilia of the ill-fated cam-
paign fills boxes in Kanter’s closet: 
a bumper sticker with an MLB logo 
doctored to show an umbrella in the 
hands of a batter, a jacket bearing 
the logo and unsorted documents, 
including the 1994 letter from the 
nervy fan who wrote, “I know how to 
fix baseball.”

Kanter sheds no tears over failing to 
achieve the grand prize. He has mil-
lion-dollar stories to savor and recount.

“The most fun I had during this 
whole process was talking to George 
Steinbrenner,” he said. “He was just 
like the character on Seinfeld.” 

Kanter has a new mission. He 

wants to talk to Mayor Keith Wilson 
about how to fix Portland. He  strat-
egized for months on how to get a 
meeting with Wilson, then ran into 
him in Salem when both went there 
to support stadium funding.

The chance encounter may or may 
not bear fruit, but, as his old friend 
Vataha affirmed, he can be very per-
suasive. n

HOK Sport envisioned a Pearl District ballpark as a shining light for the entire 
downtown.

The proposed stadium would have supplanted the 
post office site north of Northwest Broadway.

The Oregonian cartoonist Jack Ohman had a harsh take on the deed done to Portland 
baseball fans.
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Join the NWDA!

Join your all-volunteer neighborhood
association... supporting and advocating

for Northwest Portland since 1972! 

NWDAportland.org

lations of city contracts that require 
Public Records Law adherence.

•  To complete the picture of confusion 
and dysfunction, District 4 Coalition 
Executive Director Darlene Urban 
Garrett has been leading board train-
ing sessions at which a guest speaker 
asserts that recordings are not public 
records and need not be retained or 
shared.

The willful withholding and erasure 
of recordings have so far been approved 
or tolerated by the organizations where 
they have occurred. The Pearl board 
could break that pattern at its April 
board meeting, at which it will con-

sider a policy requiring the release of 
recordings. 

Two people close to the association 
found its past practices unacceptable. 

“In 2023, when I was PDNA sec-
retary, I attended a PDNA Executive 
Committee meeting where Planning & 
Transportation Committee Chair David 
Dysert told the committee that he want-
ed to delete meeting recordings after 
the minutes were drafted in order to 
deny Allan Classen’s requests for meet-
ing recordings,” Mary Sipe told the 
Examiner.

“The Executive Committee did not 
express any opposition to Mr. Dysert’s 
plan,” Sipe added.

Larry Mazer, a longtime member of 
the committee Dysert has chaired since 
2017, said he was embarrassed to learn 
that the newspaper was denied public 
records. 

“I don’t get it,” Mazer told the Exam-
iner, noting that the decision to erase 
records had “never been brought up 
with the committee.”

 Mazer intended to raise those and 
other questions at the March 18 meet-
ing of the committee, which was can-
celed hours before its starting time. 

He will not have the opportunity to 
clear the air with Dysert, who resigned 
his position late last month, explain-
ing that “the demands of my personal 
and professional life have become too 
great.”

At the city and coalition level, prog-
ress has been scarce. At a February 
Downtown Neighborhood Association 
meeting attended by Mayor Keith Wil-
son, Garrett said the assertion that 
records are public records “is just 
Allan’s opinion” and not that of the 
coalition’s attorney. 

Asked what the city would do to 
resolve the division, Wilson advised 
the Examiner to contact Annie Von 
Burg, the assistant city administrator 
who has oversight of the Office of 
Community & Civic Life. A month 
later, Vonburg has still not returned 
messages, nor has the director of OCCL, 
Amanda Garcia-Snell.

An aide to District 4 City Councilor 
Eric Zimmerman promised to inter-
vene if OCCL did not respond, but so 
far hasn’t. Councilors Olivia Clark and 
Mitch Green have merely acknowl-
edged receipt of the Examiner’s request 
for action. n

David Dysert, who chaired or co-chaired the Pearl District Neighborhood Association since 2017, was 
accustomed to controlling the agenda.

Lost & Found
Plain gold ring, approximately size 6.5 
Found on Feb. 28 near NW 12th and 

Pettygrove streets. Wedding date and 
inscription inside the band. Please contact NW 

Examiner at 503-804-1573 to reclaim.

“I don’t get it. 
[The decision] 

to erase records 
was never been 

brought up with the 
committee.”  

–Larry Mazer, 
Member of PDNA 

planning committee

"Records request" cont'd from page 1

Mayor Keith Wilson, speaking at a Downtown Neighborhood Associa-
tion meeting in February, heard the complaint about access to meeting 

recordings and recommended a call to Assistant City Administrator Annie 
Von Burg, who did not return messages from the Examiner. 
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SOLVE’s Annual Oregon Spring CleanUp
Apr 19, 9am–11am: help pick up litter in our neighborhood; sponsored by SOLVE. 

Check out our website for more info or email info@hostelcafepdx.com.  

Join Our Walking Tour 
in April

Experience Portland through the 
lens of a traveler! 

Fri & Sun, 10:30pm, 2 hours 
*donation-based, so everyone can join

479 NW 18th Ave (& Glisan) 
www.nwportlandhostel.com
503-241-2783      #pdxhostel 

We welcome neighbors, friends and travelers 
from all over the world. 

A great space to enjoy scratch made meals 
and interesting conversations. 

Your meet-up group, book club, and 
gatherings are always welcome! 

7am – 10pm  every day 

1810 NW Glisan St 
www.hostelcafepdx.com

503-417-8143     #pdxhostelcafe

Vol. 31, No. 4      “News You Can’t Always Believe”      APRIL 2025

NOBBY NEWS
Who can you believe?

Nob Hill Bar & Grill
937 NW 23rd Avenue • 503-274-9616

Enter your name for a monthly drawing.
This month’s burger winner is Peter Jacobson.

Reports of 
golf-ball-

sized hail came 
to the news-
room at the 
Nobby News last 
month, but we 
were skeptical. 
In the past, such 
claims have not 
measured up.

So we sent our 
photographer 
out for proof, 
insisting that he show a real 
golf ball for comparison. 

Sure enough—the hail sam-
ples he shot proved to be 
almost identical in size and 
shape to a real golf ball!

See for yourself. Can you 
even tell which circle in the 
photograph is the golf ball?

You can trust the Nob Hill 
Bar & Grill, where we don’t 
serve fake food—or fake 
news.

BURGER
COUNT
1,348,609

By AllAn ClAssen

The secretary of Food Front Coop-
erative Grocery distributed a cri-
tique of the co-op’s collapse as a 

pending sale of its former store and real 
estate is postponed at the request of the 
buyer, K-5 Holdings LLC.

Kate Fulton, who joined the dwin-
dling board last year, a year after the 
store at 2375 NW Thurman St. closed, 
blamed internal conflict, worker-man-
agement hostility and the naiveté of 
owners and past board members.

Fulton did not, however, point the 
finger at herself or her two remaining 
colleagues on the board.

“Within days of the first member 
meeting after I joined, I was confronted 
with suspicious and upsetting emails 
from members and neighbors,” she 
wrote. “The formula of maximum sus-
picion plus minimum communication 
equals crisis was reliably at play.

“I understand many things now that 
I did not then.”

That understanding drew her to 
broad assessments, such as:

“The worst outcomes possible hap-
pen when people are afraid to speak 
up, can’t come forward and can’t make 
suggestions—this is how flawed deci-
sion-making occurs and worsens. 

“Of the many outside contractors 
that served as interim HR directors, 
one told me that it was one of the most 
dysfunctional workplaces they had 
ever served in—and they specialized 
and thrived in difficult environments 
requiring a steadfast mediator.”

Through it all, members kept the 
co-op afloat.

“I had no idea how many private 
lenders came together to provide over 
$1 million insupport to keep the co-op 
going,” she wrote. “Dozens of mem-
bers withdrew from their life savings, 
took out loans against their retirement 
accounts or even their homes, in order 
to provide immediate and substantial 
relief to this struggling community 
project that was held so dear to their 
heart.”

As for the pending sale, Fulton is 
optimistic that it will close soon and is 
hopeful that a grocery store will lease 
the space. She has heard suspicions 
that K-5 is dragging out the sale, after 
exhausting two 120-day due diligence 
periods, in order to force the co-op 
into discounting the agreed upon $2.55 
million sales price, but she has seen no 
evidence of that.

Her 20-page history was compiled 
by poring through co-op records and 
correspondence, and by reading old 
editions of the NW Examiner.

“It was interesting to see how some 
of your early articles held accurate pre-
dictions,” she wrote.

A cover story in the November 2024 
Examiner, “Co-op collapse,” was the 
first published report on the breadth 
of the economic and internal problems 
facing Food Front.

Co-op board member now  
sees what went wrong
Sale of Food Front property still 
expected, though delayed

Champagne Poetry (above), an Asian fusion restaurant owned by La Rose 
Patissere owner Dan Bian, has opened at 1620 NW 23rd Ave., in The Beneven-
to. The space has been occupied by New Old Lompoc, Killer Burger Northwest 
and Tap & Table. Champagne Poetry’s website describes “handmade bakery 
items, custom house-coffee blends and exciting cocktails.”

Tin House, an independent publishing company at 2617 NW Thurman St. 
founded in 1999 by Win McCormack, was sold last month to Zando Publish-
ing. Zando is best known for marketing celebrity authors and has partnered 
with TikTok’s publishing arm. Tin House’s longtime editor, Masie Cochran, 
will remain in her position.

Fat Tire Farm, 2714 NW Thurman St., will close permanently at the end of 
May after 40 years in business. The company’s Hood River store will remain 
open.

Radius Recycling, founded in 1906 as Schnitzer Steel, sold for $1.3 billion to 
Toyota Tsusho Corp. Radius has 54 facilities in Central and North America, 
but lost money last year as U.S. manufacturing continued to decline. 

Ampere, an eight-year-old computer chip design company with 200 workers 
in the Pearl District, is selling to SoftBank Group, a Japanese investment firm 
with a focus on artificial intelligence.
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PSU DEMOLITIONS
Portland State University filed for permits to demolish two 
historic residence halls, including the 1917 Montgomery 
Court, 1802 SW 10th Ave. It was designed by famed archi-
tect A.E. Doyle and was originally the Martha Washington 
Hotel for Working Women. The adjacent Blackstone Res-
idence Hall, known for its Egyptian Revival design, was 
built in 1931. PSU demolished two other student housing 
buildings last year.

CAFE NELL
The parking lot at Northwest 20th and Kearney streets 
that Cafe Nell has leased since 2020 for outdoor 
dining has been sold to a local developer who has 
long-range redevelopment plans for it. In the mean-
time, Parker McNulty of the Carbon Group said he will 
move his offices into an existing building at the east 
end of the parcel and continue renting to Cafe Nell. 

STEEL BRIDGE SKATEPARK
A proposed skateboard park at the west end of the 
Steel Bridge crossed a hurdle last month with the City 
Council’s approval of a land swap between the Port-
land and state of Oregon transportation departments. 
Last year, $15 million in system development charges 
were allocated to the project.

305 NW 21ST AVE.
Owners of the commercial building at Northwest 
21st and Everett streets are remodeling the main 
entry at the corner, recessing the doors deeper into 
the building and adding transoms in anticipation of 
a restaurant tenant. 

CULTURAL CENTER
The sale of the Northwest Neighborhood Cultural 
Center, 1819 NW Everett St., is expected to close 
in July. Founders Developments representatives 
told NNCC members in February that the only 
matter holding up building permits is treatment of an 
interior staircase.

SILVER DOLLAR PIZZA
Plans to remodel and enlarge the 1940 commercial 
building at 501 NW 21st Ave. occupied by Silver Dollar 
Pizza have been shelved. The addition, approved in 
2022, was to include two residential levels containing 
four apartments.

   Proposed    Under Review   In Construction      Other
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Lincoln models gain skills and confidence
By SCARLETT DEMPSEY

Study halls to photoshoots. Science labs to scripts. 
Students at Lincoln have found passion and success 
in modeling and acting. Modeling agencies located in 
Portland include Q6 Model and Artist Management, 
The Option Agency, PDX Models and Reaction Models 
and Talent.

Senior Jenny Chen is a model signed to Reaction 
Models and Talent. She recently did a photoshoot with 
Doc Martens for their new 1460 velvet boots and was 
featured in their advertisements in-store. Her shoot 
was also posted by the Vogue Magazine Instagram ac-
count (@voguemagazine). Chen says the shoot is one of 
her proudest accomplishments.

For Chen, modeling has helped her boost her 
self-confidence. The desire to feel more confident was 
one of the things that inspired her to start her career.

“I didn’t really like the way I looked just because I’m 
an ethnic minority, so I didn’t see a lot of people that 
looked like me,” said Chen. “After I started modeling, I 
realized that people actually liked the way I looked, so 
I should stop caring [about looks] and focus on caring 
about more important things.”

Sophomore Coco Litch acts, dances and has starred 
in commercials, educational videos and short films. 
She found her passion for acting during the COVID-19 
pandemic when she would spend a lot of time watching 
movies. She says acting is a form of art and self-expres-
sion.

“It is really important to share people’s stories and 
their perspectives with the world,” said Litch. “[Acting] 
is a cool and beautiful art form. A lot of people don’t think about the detail that goes into making movies or 

commercials and it is really interesting to me.”
One of Litch’s favorite parts about acting is taking 

different classes about a variety of topics, including ad-
vertising and acting for film and television.

“Any time I’m in a class it helps me work on my craft 
and … feel like I am improving. I like hearing feedback,” 
said Litch.

Senior Kaili Olsson has been a model with Q6 Model 
and Artist Management for around seven months. She 
modeled when she was three years old and got back 
into it last summer. Her favorite moments in her mod-
eling career so far have been her photoshoots.

“Taking the first digitals, photoshoots or practice 
photos was a change because I am not really used to 
doing that or being expressive in that kind of way,” said 
Olsson.

One challenge that these students have encountered 
is balancing schoolwork with their modeling and acting 
careers. Litch has limited the amount of acting classes 
that she is doing to once a week and plans to increase 
that amount this summer.

“Obviously I’m going to be prioritizing school be-
cause that’s my main priority, but it’s just hard to bal-
ance everything,” said Litch.

Chen and Olsson are considering modeling part-
time after high school, and Litch is interested in possi-
bly studying cinematography or film. Chen plans to go 
out of state for college.

“I’m probably not gonna go to college in Oregon, so 
wherever I go I’ll see if I can also get signed there [with 
a modeling agency],” said Chen.

Senior Kaili Olsson is a model with Q6 Model and Artist 
Management. She has been with Q6 for seven months and 
did modeling at three years old.
By NICHOLAS WILSON

Lincoln club focuses on addressing homelessness
By NIDHA EAKAMBARAM

A new club, Students for Housing Initiatives, is 
working to reduce the stigma surrounding homeless-
ness and taking action to combat housing insecurity 

by partnering with the Oregon Food Bank. Though the 
club only started in mid-February, they already pre-
pared for a major lobbying event in Salem as well as 
planned community outreach efforts to address local 
housing challenges.

Junior Audrey Farrimond, the club’s founder and 
president, started it after noticing a lack of awareness 
and empathy for the houseless population in down-
town Portland. 

“We don’t get to hear from them about their own ex-
periences,” Farrimond said.

The club has been focusing on creating opportuni-
ties for direct engagement and advocacy. One of their 
key upcoming events is a dinner with members of the 
houseless community to discuss policy issues and iden-
tify areas where legislative support is needed. 

The club also participated in Oregon Food Bank’s 
Lobby Day on March 18, where students advocated for 
a bill ensuring access to the Oregon Food Bank’s re-
sources. 

“Food insecurity is always going to be a source of 
housing insecurity in the community,” Farrimond ex-
plained, as verified by non-profit organization Move for 
Hunger. “Getting the food might keep [people] in their 
house.”

Sophomore Evie Richardson, the club’s vice presi-
dent, highlighted how important this work feels, espe-
cially given the negative attitudes she sees and hears 
toward the houseless community from some of the stu-
dents at Lincoln. 

“Every single day, you’ll just hear people say the nas-

tiest things about the people who live outside,” Rich-
ardson said. “They make a lot of mean jokes and just 
generally dehumanize houseless people. They don’t 
really see them as people.”

Richardson emphasized the importance of shifting 
these perspectives through education and direct inter-
action. 

“At my old middle school, Northwest Academy, we 
had Outside In come in once a month and talk about 
their experiences with homelessness,” Richardson said. 
“That really changed my whole viewpoint on houseless-
ness, and that’s what I’m hoping to bring to Lincoln.”

Farrimond also leads Flock Feast, a student club at 
Lincoln that partners with a local food pantry tied to 
the Oregon Food Bank. 

“As a high schooler, I feel like I don’t have a lot of 
sway,” Farrimond said. “But what this opportunity 
from the Oregon Food Bank has given me, and I think 
it’s given a lot of other people at the club [Students for 
Housing Initiatives], is the feeling that we can actually 
change things. We can actually participate in our local 
and state communities in an effective and convincing 
way.”

Sophomore and member of the club, Isabella Tolba 
feels as though this is an important opportunity

“I’ve never been able to do anything like this before. 
I’m not close with the [Oregon] representatives and I 
feel like most people aren’t. I think it’s cool to talk to 
them face to face about what I personally want to see in 
the city,” Tolba said.

The Students for Housing Initiatives Club participated 
in a lobbying event in Salem with Oregon House 
Representatives. The club aims to bring more focus to the 
issue of houselessness in the Portland community and 
discuss legislation to address food insecurity.
Courtesy of AUDREY FARRIMOND

Is your yum our yuck?

One of the many great things about Portland is the 
variety of restaurants! We surveyed Lincoln students, 

asking what their favorite local restaurants are, and 
we visited three of them to see if they were worth the 
praise: Dough Zone, La Bonita, and SeaSweets Poke.  

Dough Zone, recommended by senior Everett Hoff-
man, has two local locations; one by the West Water-
front and the other in Cedar Hills. Hoffman recom-
mended we try the soup dumplings and the wontons 
in chili sauce. We ordered the Pork Xiao Long Bao and 
the Chicken & Vegetable Wontons in Chili Sauce. The 
Xiao Long Bao was $9.95 and came with eight in each 
order. They were extremely tasty, and had a light dough 
wrapping and a very flavorful soup filling. The chicken 
and vegetable wontons were $7.30 – they had an excel-
lent flavor balance between the chicken, vegetables and 
sauce. In our opinion, they were not spicy and could 
definitely be enjoyed by someone with a low spice tol-
erance. In comparison to other dumpling restaurants 
in town, we thought Dough Zone was affordable for 
students. Our overall rating is a 9/10.

Freshman Scarlett Shinn recommended the restau-
rant La Bonita because of its “delicious food, giant serv-
ings, [and] cozy atmosphere.” Shinn’s favorite dishes 
are their tamales and burritos. We ordered the $11.75 
grilled chicken burrito. We found that the burrito was 
delicious; it had a really soft and subtly sweet tortilla. 
The rice and beans had the perfect consistency and fla-
vor. If we were to change one thing about the burrito, it 
would be the amount of chicken. We agreed that there 
was not enough chicken. As for ambiance, they played 

“Hoedown Throwdown” by Miley Cyrus at one point, 
which made the experience ten times better. Overall, 
we definitely recommend La Bonita to Lincoln students 
and we rated the burrito an 8/10.

SeaSweets Poke was recommended to us by an anon-
ymous sophomore. We visited their SE 31st Ave loca-
tion. SeaSweets offer a variety of different types of fish 
and sauces, various toppings, and plenty of options for 
vegan customers. We both ordered the Shoyu Ahi poke 
and got different toppings – the regular size cost us 
each $14.75. The fish tasted fresh, the flavor was a great 
balance of umami and tang, and there was a good ra-
tio between all the toppings, rice, and fish. Our favorite 
topping was the crab salad. Though it was a bit pricey, 
we think it was 100% worth it. We rated SeaSweets a 
10/10. 

Overall, we loved all of the restaurants we visited and 
we think other students should try them too!

By SYDNEY ISAAC AND SOPHIE
MONAHAN

Dough Zone has two Portland locations; one on
South River Drive and the other on SW Cedar Hills
Blvd. One of the dishes we tried was the Chicken
& Vegetable Wontons in Chili Sauce.
By SYDNEY ISAAC

La Bonita has three different locations SE Division St, NE 
Alberta St, and N Killingsworth. We got the Grilled Chicken 
Burrito.
By SYDNEY ISAAC

This page produced entirely by Lincoln High School students.
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Going Back

By MiChelle MillA

Today (March 30), I watched a man 
nearly die. A homeless individual 
overdosed right next to our home. 

Another unhoused neighbor adminis-
tered Narcan and revived him. That 
person saved a life.

Within minutes, Fire Engine No. 3 
and an ambulance arrived. I counted 
seven emergency service professionals 
on the scene, including someone from 
Central City Concern, all working with 
care, precision and urgency.

This is what is happening in our 
neighborhoods. It is nearly constant and 

it’s coming at a staggering human and 
financial cost. How many more of these 
calls can our system absorb before it 
breaks?

Emergency personnel are doing a 
damn fine job, but the volume of over-
dose calls—often preventable—diverts 
them from other urgent needs. Our safe-
ty infrastructure wasn’t designed for this 
level of burnout and neither were our 
neighborhoods.

Portland’s overdose crisis is one con-
sequence of the city’s culture of enable-
ment, in which policies meant to reduce 
harm have instead allowed harm to 
multiply. Narcan is saving lives, and it is 

also being used as a crutch for a system 
that refuses to intervene upstream. Day 
after day, emergency responders are dis-
patched to the same corners, treating the 
same individuals and often for entirely 
preventable overdoses.

Normalizing drug use shifts the bur-
den onto first responders and taxpayers 
alike. We’re living in a city of harm 
deferral, not reduction. We are not help-
ing people recover; we’re helping them 
survive just long enough to overdose 
again tomorrow.

This isn’t about blame. Let’s get 
real for a minute. Compassion must be 
matched with accountability, and public 

safety cannot be an afterthought. Each 
overdose call isn’t just a moment of cri-
sis, it is a ripple effect tying up resources 
pulled from a system operating in the 
deficit of unanswered and delayed calls 
across Portland and beyond. Our emer-
gency and safety workers deserve so 
much better than this.

We must ask if this is the city we 
want.

 Michelle Milla chairs Stadiumhood 
Neighbors, a group formed last year to 
address livability issues near Provi-
dence Park.

We’re on life sWe’re on life support upport nownow

Northwest District Association board 
members posed on the steps of the 
Northwest Neighborhood Cultural 
Center, then known as the Northwest 
Service Center, in 1992.  
Photo by Julie Keefe

Folk historian Michael Jones explores tunnel 
under Northwest 23rd Avenue near Everett 
Street in 1992.  
Photo by Julie Keefe

The produce crew at Durst’s Market, now Trader Joe’s, in 1991.  
Photo by Julie Keefe
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 Snapshots

Multnomah County’s overnight warming center at Northwest 
14th Avenue and Hoyt Street sheltered more than 100 peo-
ple during the cold snap in early March. The county did not 
manage the spillover effects on the surrounding blocks, which 
included drug activity, vandalism, public defecation and sex 
acts, according to Chase McPherson, executive director of the 
Northwest Community Conservancy.

The Portland City Council will hear an appeal of 
the Portland General Electric power line expansion 

project in Forest Park on Thursday, April 17, at 
2 p.m. Approval of the project by a city hearings 

officer last month has been appealed by the Forest 
Park Neighborhood Association and by the Forest 

Park Conservancy. To testify (online or in person), 
citizens may sign up early and/or submit comments 

in writing, but no sooner than April 11. For more 
information, visit portland.gov/council/agenda. 

The Portland Bureau of Trans-
portation is holding up installa-
tion of pedestrian-scale lighting 
at selected Northwest 21st and 

23rd avenues intersections until 
a comprehensive streetscape 

study encompassing all future 
right-of-way improvements 

is conducted. Neighborhood 
representatives have balked at 

spending $300,000 for such a study and recommend following the model 
of street lights installed in the Slabtown area. Pedestrian-scale lighting 

provides better visibility of people in crosswalks. 

Portland Parks & Recreation has proposed a “nature patch” landscaping 

project to address drainage problems in Wallace Park. The Northwest Dis-

trict Association has several concerns, including supplanting the natural 

amphitheater where summer concerts are held, so PP&R planners reduced 

infringement on that area. Still, NWDA is not sold on the overall benefits 

of the project. Friends of Wallace Park, on the other hand, has been advo-

cating for the project.

Three local candidates who lost their races in 
November have formed an organization to advocate 
for “the majority of Portland residents who desire 
a safe, functional city in which to live, thrive and 
raise families.” Partnership for Progress is headed 
by Vadim Mozyrsky, Eli Arnold and Bob Weinstein. 
Mozyrsky ran for Multnomah County Council County 
Council Seat No. 1, while Arnold and Weinstein ran 
for City Council in District 4. For information, visit  
https://www.partner4progress.org/about.
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I Want You  
to Like Me

You can also send a $50 check for an annual subscription to 
NW Examiner, 1209 SW Sixth Ave., #303, Portland OR 97204

I may not seem needy or desperate for approv-
al. But let’s be honest—once a month is a long 
time to wait for news. And I aim to please.

So now, between issues of the NW Examiner, 
I’m posting short updates at nwexaminer.com—
nearly every day.

They’re quicker, more topical and a bit more 
opinionated. Sometimes they lead to deeper 
reporting in print. Sometimes they respond to 
news that won’t wait. Either way, they’re worth 
a look.

But you have to make the first move:
Subscribe (it’s free)
Hit “like” when something hits home
Post a comment when you’ve got something 
to say

The print edition isn’t going anywhere. It will 
remain the place for thorough, hard-hitting re-
porting. But the website adds urgency, variety 
and conversation.
What’s not to like?

“I don’t always agree with Allan, but I always 
read him.” 
—Longtime reader, Northwest Portland


