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“Digging deep,
Shining a light”

 nwexaminer

Cont’d on page 6

By AllAn ClAssen

Oregonians and their Bottle Bill have 
enjoyed an admirable 52-year marriage, 
but lately some of the former are think-

ing of divorce.

The program is now blamed for feeding the 
city’s unchecked drug market, making public 
spaces unpassable while overburdening mom-
and-pop stores. The direct pipeline between an 
indigent person’s bag of redeemable containers 
and a dose of blue fentanyl pills is a daily drama 
at Northwest 10th and Hoyt streets, where a Rite-
Aid convenience store must by law pay in cash 

to a line of desperate recyclers.

“It’s time for the state to revisit the Bottle 
Bill,” Ken Thrasher said. 

Thrasher chairs the Northwest Community 
Conservancy, a neighborhood-funded program 
to restore safety and livability in the Pearl Dis-
trict. Thrasher retired as CEO of Fred Meyer Inc. 
in 2001, and even then thought the processing of 
bottle deposits a dirty and unhealthy duty better 
done far from stores.

But what is happening now at RiteAid and 
across the city is not mere annoyance.

The scene at Northwest 10th  
and Hoyt suggests it might not be

By AllAn ClAssen

Recent Portland Bureau of Transportation 
projects have deeply divided Northwest 
Portland neighbors. What some consid-

er the worst of these projects—the ones most 
disruptive of auto traffic flow—are considered 
the best of all by those who believe disrupting 
drivers is the whole point.

But now PBOT is finding itself clutching 
both ends of a live wire, offending two sec-

tors that heretofore have agreed upon almost 
nothing.

It’s all about Portland’s perhaps favorite bio-
logic family—trees.  

PBOT proposes cutting as many as 28 trees 
along Northwest 21st and 23rd avenues in 
order to install 20-foot-long curb extensions 
at 10 intersections between Flanders and 

Tree lovers unite in opposition 
to intersection treatments

Is Bottle Bill worth the trouble?

Cont’d on page 14

Marc Abrams sees the conse-
quences of the state’s bottle 
redemption program every day 
from his apartment window. 
Photo by Wesley Mahan

Significant trees such as these at Northwest 21st and Irving streets are among the 28 street trees in jeop-
ardy if a city curb extension project goes forward. Google Maps image

 ~  Honoring  ~
John Gillette

Ted & Debbie Kaye
Don Merrill

Richard Perkins
Terry & Kathy Peterson

Leif Spencer
Ken Thrasher

Friends of Wallace Park
Wayne Wirta

More details on page 12

28th Annual NW Examiner  
Community Awards

Friday, Oct. 20, 7 p.m.
Lincoln High School

“The Real Portland Solution:  
Grass-roots Democracy”

Speaker: Keith Wilson

Doors open 6 p.m.  
Complimentary food and beverages
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503-781-3366
S e e  o u r  w e b s i t e  a t  w w w. d a n v o l k m e r. c o m

Specializing in Historic & Architecturally Significant Homes

The Dan Volkmer Team
Dan Volkmer Principal broker 

Kishra Ott, Mardi Davis, Fritz Benz & Kim Hayworth, brokers
Licensed in the State of Oregon 

The Dan Vo lkmer Team

1525 SE 22nd Avenue
Commissioned by a successful import/export tycoon, Maurice Winter, 
in 1911, this graceful 4 bedroom, 3 full/2 half bath home is beautifully 
updated to give maximum comfort for today’s families. Located one 
block south of culturally rich Hawthorne Boulevard, all conveniences 
are a short stroll away.
4 bedrooms, 3 full and 2 half baths, 5,557 Sq. Ft., RMLS# 23603482  
$1,250,000.

Stately lady Of COlOnial HeigHtS 

“Hi Dan. Your and your team’s professionalism is exceptional. It’s an honor to 
work alongside brokers like you. Thank you for making the bar so high. Your write 
ups are amazing. And the price point doesn’t matter. You just always knock it 
out of the park. I hope brokers realize why you have been so successful your entire 
career. Thank you. You make all of us better.”
—Suzann Murphy, owner of (w)here Real Estate, where-inc.com 

2247 NW Kearney Street  
They don’t build homes like this anymore: A strong 
Arts & Crafts home from 1909 that has original 
architectural details intact and an unspoiled floor plan, 
ready for restoration. Chock-a-block full of unpainted 
old-growth Douglas fir millwork, wainscotting, beam 
ceilings and built-ins with leaded glass doors and 
cabinets. Oak hardwood floors with inlay at the borders 
and old-growth fir floors run through the second floor. 
Located on an elevated 5,000 Sq. Ft. lot in the Historic 
Alphabet District. The home and level front and back 
yards receive abundant south exposure with raised 
gardening beds. Unfinished attic and basement offers 
unlimited potential. 
3 bedrooms, 21/2 baths, 1 den, 3,688 Sq. Ft,  
5,000 Sq. Ft. lot, RMLS# 2312743  $875,000.

a PreServatiOniSt’S dream COme true

2423 NW Savier Street
Today this neighborhood (originally known as 
Slabtown) is one of the city’s most sought-after places 
to live. Within blocks of renowned restaurants, New 
Seasons Market, NW 23rd boutiques and shops, 
Portland street car stops, Chapman Elementary 
School, Wallace dog area and Forest Park trails. 
Move-in ready with a potential guest suite on finished 
lower level, and a primary bedroom on the main. A 
fenced level backyard with patio completes the picture. 
3 bedrooms, 3 baths, 2,318 Sq. Ft., RMLS# 23102015 
$869,000.

Built in 1905, tHe Same year aS tHe 
WOrld’S fair in nW POrtland

S a l e 
S a l e 

P e n d i n g

P e n d i n g

3460 NW Forest Lane
Rare and ideal setting on 3.21 acres bordering Forest Park on two 
sides. This NW Contemporary was a collaboration between the 
longtime owners and renowned Architect Alex Pierce. Spiritually 
uplifting, the home honors as well as benefits from the natural setting. 
This home is one of only four residences on this special lane, where 
the street ends in Forest Park. Just 12 minutes to NW Portland and 
Beaverton, yet feels thousands of miles away.
3 bedrooms. 2 baths, 2,482 Sq. Ft., RMLS# 23577383  $895,000.

firSt time On tHe market
A True Forest Bathing Sanctuary 
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Shelter’s side slighted
The NW Examiner’s recent article, 
“The Two Sides of Rose Haven” [Sep-
tember 2023], didn’t really deliver on 
the promise of its headline. The story 
mostly focused on neighbor complaints 
of bad behavior in the area around this 
nonprofit’s building. Missing from 
the piece was a fair accounting of the 

“other” side; that of the at-risk women 
and children Rose Haven serves.

A follow-up article might include sto-
ries of lives changed and saved by the 
work of this organization. They are 
there for the telling.  

This article might report that Rose 
Haven has been part of the northwest 
neighborhood for over 20 years. Its 
mission hasn’t changed, Portland has. 

Nobody was prepared for the spike 
of homelessness, open drug use, and 
untreated mental illness on our streets. 
Rose Haven didn’t ask for the extra 
demand imposed on it. It certainly 
doesn’t have the resources to police the 
surrounding neighborhood as well. 

I don’t want to minimize the concerns 
of my neighbors expressed in the 
article. I share many of them, as an 

immediate neighbor of Rose Haven. 
But, reasonable minds can differ about 
cause versus effect, chicken and egg. 
To blame neighborhood caregivers for 
the onset of things beyond their rea-
sonable ability to control seems to this 
neighbor like misdirected frustration 
with our bigger problem. 

Ted Miller
NW Glisan St.

BY ALLAN CLASSEN   |   EDITOR & PUBLISHER

 Cont’d on page 5

Mayor looks for solution to neighborhoods

I do not blame Mayor Ted Wheeler 
for half of the criticism he gets, but 
in one area he has borne a Teflon 

shield. Though undermining neigh-
borhood associations throughout his 
tenure, he has never been compelled to 
explain himself. 

In the latest example, he included 
neighborhoods with a cluster of emer-
gency programs related to homeless-
ness and behavioral health that he 
wants to control through the mayor’s 
office, an exception to the voter-ap-
proved charter reform putting all 
departments under a city manager.

Wheeler called this cluster of excep-
tions Portland Solutions, and for all 
other programs in the package perhaps 
there is justification. These are the 
intractable problems associated with 
an officially declared housing emer-
gency that overrides normal zoning 
rules while drawing on special revenue 
sources.  

But neighborhoods? Are they a conun-
drum needing special corrective 
action? What do they have in common 
with the other obviously intertwined 
topics? Are neighborhoods seen as 
impediments to siting homeless shel-
ters? Are they being pitted against “the 
homeless-industrial complex” in a con-
flict in which their aims can be trivial-
ized compared to primal matters of sur-
vival? Some people crafting Portland 
Solutions saw this as the best way to 
help neighborhoods get answers from 
City Hall, but suspicions were invited 
because Wheeler did not answer his 
critics. Nor did he respond to a request 
to comment on this column.

The rapid rollout of Portland Solutions 
without input from neighborhood asso-
ciations is telling. It has been said that 
if you don’t know what the plan is, you 
are its target. 

In this case, he had taken too big a 
bite. Based on some combination of 
legal advice and pressure from neigh-

borhood activists, who complained 
that they were shut out of the Portland 
Solutions formulation, it appears that 
the neighborhood program will fall 
under the city manager after all. But 
Wheeler’s intent was clear, and it was 
consistent with his record in office. 

Wheeler occasionally gives lip ser-
vice to neighborhood associations and 
citizens involved at the grass roots 
to make the city better. But when it 
counted, he fed them to the wolves. 
In 2017, he assigned the Office of 
Neighborhood Involvement to Commis-
sioner Chloe Eudaly, who discredited 
and demoted neighborhood associa-
tions administratively while Wheeler 
watched passively. He had the author-
ity at any time to reassign the bureau 
to another commissioner. Did Eudaly 
have his blessing to swing her meat ax? 
Seems she did.

When neighborhood associations got 
behind a successful campaign to defeat 
Eudaly and replace her with an out-

spoken advocate of neighborhoods, 
Mingus Mapps, Wheeler did not do the 
democratic thing and assign the bureau 
to Mapps. Instead, he gave it to another 
commissioner openly hostile to neigh-
borhood associations, Jo Ann Hardesty, 
where it stayed for her full four years. 
The pattern was hard to miss.

So for eight years the city’s neighbor-
hood program was guided by commis-
sioners whose mission was to weaken 
and bend them toward a commission-
er’s agenda. I draw the conclusion 
that the scorched earth policies under 
Eudaly and Hardesty gave Wheeler 
what he wanted without having to put 
his own fingerprints on the matter.

After seven years, Wheeler has learned 
that neighborhood associations can be 
pushed around without much blow-
back. Even when one or a few associ-
ations protest, they do not unite city-
wide in a way that threatens the pow-
ers on high. The associations are more 
focused on retaining funding to their 

district coalition offices than shaking 
up the system.

As a result, the mayor thinks he can 
define the role of neighborhood associ-
ations in Portland. 

But his organizational chart is upside 
down. The people of Portland own 
the city. We choose the officials who 
manage it in our interest. It is not for 
those temporarily entrusted with great 
responsibility to define our place or 
to engineer citizen advisory processes 
that ostensibly reflect our will.   

Because we love the city, we pick up 
the trash, come together to volunteer 
and to make our neighborhoods better. 
We offer advice but do not give orders 
to government officials. These actions 
should not be seen as weakness. 
They are what must be done to make 
self-government work.

We are all students in this perpetual 
classroom of government by the peo-
ple. There is no assigned seating. n

“They do anything they want, 
so we need unlimited power 
to stop them.”
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The Northwest Examiner publishes obituaries of 
people who lived, worked or had other substantial 
connections to our readership area, which 
includes Northwest Portland, Goose Hollow, 
Sauvie Island and areas north of Highway 26. If 
you have information about a death in our area, 
please contact us at allan@nwexaminer.com. 
Photographs are also welcomed. There is no 
charge for obituaries in the Examiner.

10920 NW Saint Helens Road
Portland, OR 97231

Also visit us at 
Dekum Street Doorway!

dekumstreetdoorway.com

503-286-1291
LinntonFeed.com

L i n n t o n  Fe e d  & Se e d

35 years dedicated to
handcrafted framing

35 years dedicated to
NW Portland

Katayama Framing
2219 NW Raleigh

www.katayamaframing.com

	  

The Law Office 
of Harris S. Matarazzo 

is proud to support the work of the 
NW Examiner in our community.

Harris S. Matarazzo 
121 SW Morrison, Suite 1015 

503-226-0306

Receiving a copy of the NW 
Examiner in your mailbox?

If not, email Allan:
allan@nwexaminer.com

Peter F. Adams
Peter Adams, who graduated from 
Ainsworth Elementary School and 
Lincoln High School, died of cancer 
Aug. 29 at age 79. He was born April 
1, 1944, in Portland and grew up in 
Portland Heights. He was the 
great-grandson of longtime Orego-
nian publisher Henry Pittock. He 
received a bachelor’s degree from 

Portland State University and an MBA from the Univer-
sity of Oregon. He worked for ESCO Corp. as an accoun-
tant and served on its board of directors for 35 years. He 
purchased a vineyard and winery in the Chehalem 
Mountains, producing wine under the Peter F. Adams 
label beginning in 1981. He opened The Portland Wine 
Co. on Southwest Hamilton Street. In the mid-1980s, he 
purchased Karban Corp., a construction company that 
later became Farmington Mobile Crushing. He married 
Carol Crampton in 1967. He served on the board of 
River View Cemetery for 32 years and was a member of 
the Racquet Club and Multnomah Athletic Club. He is 
survived by his wife, Carol; daughters, Portland and 
Fanny; sister, Sandra Beebe; brother, Tony Adams; and 
four grandchildren.

Vida Lee Mick Edera
Vida Lee Mick Edera, a longtime 
Northwest Portland resident and 
business operator, died Aug. 29 at 
age 93. Vida Lee Willard was born 
Jan. 24, 1930, in Albany, where she 
grew up. In 1949, she married Glen 
Mick, and in 1970 they purchased 
the Foothill Broiler in the Uptown 
Shopping Center. She operated the 

restaurant until 1997, providing career opportunities 
for a generation of neighborhood young people. After a 
divorce, she married Eugene Edera in 1996. Survivors 
include her daughters, Kate Merz, Marlyis Mick, Wendy 
Hart; sons, Ted, Erick and Shawn; 15 grandchildren; 
and several great-grandchildren. 

Douglas Bollam
Douglas Walden Bollam, a graduate 
of Ainsworth Elementary School and 
Lincoln High School, died Sept. 2 at 
age 82. He was born on Aug 10, 1941. 
He received a degree in engineering 
from Oregon State University before 
working at Zidell Corp. He spent 
most of his career in real estate 
development. Bollam excelled in 

sports in high school and was a lifelong member of the 
Multnomah Athletic Club. He lived in Lake Oswego.

Dr. Fernando Leon
Dr. Fernando Leon, a longtime resi-
dent of Arlington Heights, died Sept. 
10 at age 91. He was born in Mexico 
City on April 9, 1932, and worked on 
his father’s coffee farm as a youth. He 
received his primary, secondary and 
medical education in Mexico before 
immigrating in 1955 to Portland, 
where he completed his medical 

education and was certified as a general, thoracic and 
vascular surgeon. He practiced medicine for more than 
40 years, primarily at Providence Portland Medical 
Center. For nearly three decades, he served as Honorary 

Consul of Mexico in Oregon. He received the Ohtili 
Award in 1998 for exceptional service to Mexico. In 
1957, he married Dolores. He is survived by his wife, 
Dolores; daughter, Alitha Jenkins; sons, Jeffrey and 
Regan; and five grandchildren.

Death Notices
EugEnE AppEl, 86, member of Havurah Shalom.

gErtrudE BEiEr-gillAm,76, attended Lincoln High 
School.

ruth Smith BoughnEr, 101, 1940 graduate of Lincoln 
High School.

pAtrick cronin, 82, owner of a Pearl District flooring 
company.

WilSon hullEy, 85, 1956 graduate of Lincoln High 
School.

AlgESA clArA (mArinElli) JiuliAnA, 105, born in 
Linnton.

JAnE knoWlton, 78, 1963 graduate of Lincoln High 
School.

kEith louiS millEr, 96, member of the Multnomah 
Athletic Club.

BEtty StEvEnS, 90 member of the Portland Audubon 
Society.

ShErry “ShAy” WilmArth WAllAcE, 76, member of 
the Portland Garden Club.
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Rose Haven could do more
Rose Haven’s neighbors would be much 
happier if Rose Haven (1) provided 
more security and (2) demonstrably got 
homeless people off of the street.  

Rose Haven needs to face the fact that 
homeless services attract homeless peo-
ple, and that while most are harmless, 
the percentage of antisocial individuals 
and outright criminals is far higher 
among the homeless than among the 
general population. Expecting them 
to abide by Rose Haven’s Community 
Agreement is absurd. Rose Haven needs 
to recognize that reality, and its impact 
on neighbors, by hiring more security. 

They can afford it, with more than $3 
million in the bank at the beginning 
of the year (rosehaven.org/wp-content/
uploads/2023/05/2022-Year-end-Bal-
ance-Sheet.pdf).

Secondly, they need to focus more on 
getting people off of the street. The About 
Us section of their website talks about 
how they help women and marginalized 
people who are homeless. There is also 
a fair amount on their commitment to 
diversity and inclusion, and there are 
uplifting, though vague, anecdotes about 
the people they have helped.

However, there is little about services 
that actually get people off the streets, 
and no statistics at all on how many of 
them actually get off the street. If Rose 
Haven does not measure how many of 
their clients get off the streets, it leads me 
to believe the numbers would be small.

Most of the non-governmental organiza-
tions working with the homeless in Port-
land and most government policies seem 
to aim at making the homeless more com-
fortable while living on the streets. Actu-
ally getting the homeless off the streets, 
which is what the citizens of Portland 
and the neighbors of Rose Haven really 
want, seems to be an afterthought.

Karl Mautner
NW Johnson St.

Another side of Rose Haven
After reading “The Two Sides of Rose 
Haven,” I offer a third view.

Rose Haven offers all that’s described in 
this piece. More important, they offer a 
place for community, respect and digni-
ty. Essential for us all, but for our most 
marginalized, they are crucial for a sus-
tainable future. Imagine if there were no 
Rose Haven.

The effects of the pandemic, the hous-
ing crisis, Measure 110 and ineffective 
government leadership has left our city 
in a humanitarian crisis—a crisis that is 
not the responsibility of one agency. 

Residents choose to live in this North-
west urban location for the benefits 
mixed city life offers, not to experience 
humanitarian neglect. I suggest the 
neighborhood offer a unified voice seek-
ing creative solutions. Language is one 
of the most important ways to demon-
strate our acceptance or rejection of a 
person’s dignity and identity. Placing 
blame on NIMBY attitudes only tears 
our communities apart. We all want 
the same results, and words matter. A 
collective voice has the power to change 
hearts and minds.

Rose Haven is managing the realities of 
this crisis, serving those well beyond 
their mission as a community center 
in addition to now acting more as an 
intervention crisis center. Now serv-
ing 150 guests a day—an 85 percent 
increase from two years ago and a 50 
percent increase in homelessness since 
the pandemic—this reflects a 20 percent 
increase since last year. What we are 
seeing in our neighborhoods is a result 
of this increase combined with a crucial 
gap in needed resources. 

Katie O’Brien, Rose Haven’s executive 
director, works tirelessly with the neigh-
borhood in addressing these issues, but 
it’s not her job alone. It’s up to all of us to 

lean in with more than words and hopes 
of restoring our vibrant community and 
blending in the diversity we honor.

Kathy Kelly 
SW Kingston

Impacts severe
The article about Rose Haven was well 
researched and looked at most sides of 
the impact that the day shelter has on 
the neighborhood. Yes, Rose Haven pro-
vides a much needed service to the city 
and appears to be well run. At the same 
time, the neighbors and businesses near 
the shelter have been severely impacted. 

Many are traumatized by the hundreds 
of visitors who daily frequent the area 
to use the services. Several visitors of 
Rose Haven have heavy addictions to 
meth, other drugs and or alcohol. Some 
have severe mental illnesses and bring 
their partners with issues along to wait. 
They leave the donated food, cigarettes, 
foil, clothes leftovers, human feces, etc. 
on the streets for us to clean up. They 
sleep in front of our homes to be closer 
to Rose Haven, which means yelling at 
nights or trash every day. It means never 
knowing if you are safe walking on your 
block or even inside your residence. 

Neighbors have been attacked both 
inside and outside of their homes. This 
may be tolerable in smaller doses, but 
it is life-changing for the neighborhood 
when hundreds come daily. Rose Haven 
is now a magnet and folks come from 
far and wide. We need security and 
cleanup night and day for blocks near-
by. We live about three blocks away and 
would move our family if we could. 

Thank you for presenting both sides. 
Often, the news only reports from the 
services needed point of view while 
minimizing or ignoring the neighbor-
hood and its impacts.

Ron and Janice Duncan
NW Hoyt St.

Orwell was right
It seems fine to approach problems in 
Portland as if they can be solved within 
the existing system of government, as if 
the people in power are suddenly going 
to listen and change things for the better.  

Good faith aside, it seems more likely 
that Portland is no longer that place we 
remember from decades ago as a city of 
sensible, common-sense government, 
and few people in charge now seem 
to care about the past as something to 
learn from.  

Our leaders promote new ideas, new 
laws and new cultures that reflect a 
future of their own design, even if that 
future ignores the solid values of the past, 
and despite pushback, they will force us 
into their plans anyway. In the meantime, 
they will seek to erase any truths from 
history. The only monuments left stand-
ing are ones in our minds.

Cities in the past spent money on sen-
sible things that benefited the public. 
What the taxpayer is paying for now 
is scary to contemplate. Whatever is 
going on now, it is beyond our control. 
We now use public monies to empower 
addicts, squatters, criminals and dead-
beats. Anarchists beat the drums we 
march to. What used to be called kind-
ness has been turned on its head into a 
mockery of decency. 

It’s like Orwell’s “Animal Farm,” where 
the animals took over the farm and then 
they created new rules that favored the 
animals. But the new rules were just 
as oppressive and un-egalitarian as the 
farmer’s old laws, though they worked 
well for the new powerful class of lead-
ers and their friends. 

Gone is the idea of rule by wise kings. 
Instead we now have the new world 
of collective self-servers and parasites. 
Corruption, dishonesty and rigging the 
system are their new ideals.

John Tomlinson
SW 21st Ave.
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1122 NW GLISAN ST. PORTLAND, OR 97209 - 503.295.7336 - EWFMODERN.COM
FURNITURE SHOWROOM | INTERIOR DESIGN SERVICES | EST. 2002

LOCAL, INDEPENDENT FURNITURE STORE

Fall into Bed, Wake up in Bliss

Office HOurs:                                           
Weekdays  10:00am - 4:00pm 
appOintments Gladly scHeduled!

Enjoy thE ConvEniEnCE of  SEnior Living!2020 nW northrup StrEEt
portLand, orEgon  97209  
503.225.0677
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Marshall Union Manor
 retireMent living for seniors 62 years or older

Marshall Union Manor has been 
part of Northwest Portland for more 
than 40 years. Our residents enjoy 
the ease and diversity of urban 
living. For residents with cars we 
have off street parking, but many of 
our seniors prefer to utilize the city 
bus or the street car which stops 
just outside our building. We offer 
a beauty/barber shop, community 
vegetable garden, in-house library, 
and numerous clubs and activities. 
Enjoy Retirement to its fullest!

affOrdable Quality retirement livinG
Studio & onE-BEdroom apartmEntS

“It’s just perpetrating the drug trade.” 
he said, noting that fentanyl dealers set 
up shop near the line at RiteAid and sell 
pills for $2.50 each to “canners” having 
just received their payouts.

“It’s a terrible cycle we’re living in,” 
Thrasher said. “It [the Bottle Bill] was 
right at the time, but now—because 
there’s a drug market—they need to 
reconsider what they’re doing.”

Police calls soar
Marc Abrams, whose condominium 

overlooks the RiteAid, may be one of 
the least likely critics of the Bottle Bill’s 
merits.

“I cut my teeth politically on the bot-
tle bill, working for the sponsor of the 
bill in the Connecticut Senate while in 
college,” he wrote in an email to state 
Sen. Elizabeth Steiner last month. “I’m a 
believer, but the devil is in the details.”

Abrams, a former Portland Public 
Schools board member and longtime 
litigator for the Oregon Department of 
Justice, thought his local elected officials 
might help.

“Now that Safeway and Fred Meyer 
ONLY use a BottleDrop system, they 
have functionally become private clubs,” 
Abrams wrote. “You have unmanned 
stations where you need a card to open 
the chute and drop your bottles, which 
must be in their green bags with your 
printed out ID stickers. 

“In other words, folks going block by 
block and collecting from the garbage 
receptacles or living in transient situa-
tions cannot use these,” he wrote.

“So where do they go? They go to a 
business that sells soda and beer but is 
too small to do BottleDrop, and is out-
side a specified radius from the big boys. 
In the Pearl, they are going to the RiteAid 
on 10th and Hoyt.

“As a result, the northeast corner of 
that intersection frequently smells like 
Bourbon Street in New Orleans at 4 a.m. 
There is almost always a line of peo-
ple with massive bags of cans—100 or 
more—waiting to enter the store, which 
only lets them in one at a time. Twice 
now I’ve even seen staff from Central 
City Concern assisting getting folks there.

“And then, of course, many of them 
trade the money for drugs and take the 
drugs right there. Twice in the past 
month, I have had to break up groups 
lighting up what I presume is fentanyl 
right on the corner. 

“I have spoken with the manager of 
the RiteAid. They have no answer. … 
Their only foolproof option is to stop 
selling drinks that are under the Bottle 
Bill, but that’s 15-20 percent of their rev-
enue, so they aren’t going to do that. And 
the problem continues.”

Abrams is not the only one pay-
ing attention to the corner of fate and 
redemption. Jasmine Sutton of the Port-
land Police Bureau said there have been 
245 calls for police service at Northwest 
10th and Hoyt streets so far this year.

“It was not surprising to us that there 
have been so many calls to service at 
RiteAid,” Pearl District Neighborhood 
Association President Stan Penkin wrote 
in an email to Sutton. “While this loca-
tion has been problematic for years, 
it has now been exacerbated ten- or 

twenty-fold since the inception of bottle 
returns. 

“RiteAid is now the source of various 
criminal activities, including open drug 
use, that not only affect the immediate 
area but spread throughout the neighbor-
hood,” Penkin wrote. “We take pride in 
our neighborhood and work very hard to 
keep it clean, safe and livable. The Rite-
Aid situation has become untenable, and 
something must be done.”

Sutton said she will seek extra patrols 
in the area and work with the Mult-
nomah County District Attorney on stra-
tegic prosecutions.

Lawmakers no help
Meanwhile, Abrams has gotten no 

traction with local elected officials. The 
city “has shown amazing support for the 
houseless” at the expense of the rights of 
neighbors to live in peace and of home-
owners whose property is devalued, he 
said.

Steiner’s Chief of Staff, Tatiana Amre-
in, told Abrams, “Senator Steiner sees 
what you are describing in her neigh-
borhood and shares your frustration,” 
but “I am unsure how we can change the 
implementation of the Bottle Bill.

“This issue has come up periodically 
and changes have previously been con-
sidered,” wrote Amrein. “It has been 
determined in those discussions that 
they would cause more harm than good 
for individuals who do not have access 
to a full-service BottleDrop center, rural 
communities, and organizations that col-
lect bottles and cans as donations.” 

An aide to Oregon Rep. Maxine Dex-

“It’s just perpetrating the 
drug trade.” 

– Ken Thrasher, 
Chair, NW Community 

Conservancy

A small sign inside a RiteAid window has no discernible 
impact.

A line forms daily outside RiteAid, where one individual at a time is permitted to enter the store to have 
containers counted.

"Bottle Bill" cont'd from page 1
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Join us for this free event: soup in 
the park with friends, baby goats, 
cotton candy and more!

Wallace Park | 12–2pm 

Visit Our

Event Website
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ter wrote, “Oregon’s Bottle Bill remains 
an excellent tool for reducing waste 
and encouraging recycling in our state. 
… Rep. Dexter is a strong supporter of 
bottle redemption and is also supportive 
of people supplementing their incomes 
by collecting and redeeming bottles and 
cans. This is a win-win for the environ-
ment and for community members strug-
gling to make ends meet.”

The lawmakers are in step with 
the OLCC, which regulates the bottle 
redemption process, and the private 
Oregon Beverage Recycling Cooperative. 
According to Wikipedia, “OBRC is the 
industry steward for the Bottle Bill,” rep-
resenting 96 percent of beverage distrib-
utors and operating BottleDrop redemp-
tion centers. 

OBRC created the BottleDrop pro-
gram, in which consumers drop green 
bags of beverage containers at stores or 
redemption centers and receive credits 
to their accounts. Participating stores 
can thus avoid or greatly diminish the 
state requirement to hand-count contain-
ers and dispense cash on the spot. 

“While the OLCC oversees the Bottle 
Bill, OLCC’s oversight over OBRC is lim-
ited,” Wikipedia stated.

All unclaimed container deposits are 
retained as revenue for OBRC, creating 
an incentive to make redemption incon-
venient. In spite of this, OBRC cites stud-
ies showing Oregon redemption rates 
among the highest in the nation.

In response to a NW Examiner query 
about the Pearl RiteAid, OLCC spokes-
person Matt Van Sickle referred to Ore-
gon’s “phenomenal return rate” and 
assured that Oregon’s Bottle Bill system 

does work.

Van Sickle said his agency “can’t 
change the rules” without legislative 
action. He took assurance in that OBRC 
had contacted RiteAid. 

Making contact and having a solution 
may be two different things. Eric Cham-
bers, vice president of strategy and out-
reach for OBRC, said RiteAid has shown 
no interest in implementing the green 
bag program as recommended.

Inquiries to RiteAid’s corporate offic-
es were not answered.

“At the end of the day, the ques-
tions boils down to RiteAid’s interest in 
pursuing the alternative to their base-
line responsibility to accept individual 
containers from consumers,” Chambers 
wrote. “We’re here to help when they’re 
ready.”

Asked for names of small retailers 
participating in the BottleDrop program, 
Chambers mentioned several chains but 
only one independent store—Ashland 
Food Coop. Co-op manager Zach Bur-
rows confirmed that the store enrolled in 
the program in May and is pleased with 
the results.

“We like the program and our custom-
ers love it,” Burrows said. “It’s just so 
convenient.”

Why would any small retailer not use 
it, we asked?

“Well, it’s expensive,” he said, esti-
mating the co-op’s upfront costs in the 
tens of thousands of dollars.

Cost has kept other small stores from 
becoming BottleDrop participants. Food 
Front Cooperative Grocery on North-

west Thurman Street closed this spring, 
struggling in its final months with bottle 
redemption hassles. The co-op devoted 
substantial staff time to hand-counting 
and paying out redemptions, duties for 
which the retailer receives only net reim-
bursement from the state.

The last Food Front general manag-
er, Michael Balanof, weighed another 
option, a self-service “reverse vending 
machine.” It would have cut labor costs 
but he did not pursue it because he said 
it would have cost $90,000.

Abrams laid out his frustrations in 
emails to his state senator and represen-
tative.

“When you simultaneously tell me 

the fix has to be legislative, and that my 
legislator is not going to do anything, 
you’re basically saying you are washing 
your hands of the issue,” he wrote aides 
to Steiner and Dexter. “As a former elect-
ed official and a 15-year union president, 
if I took that approach, I know what my 
voters would have done.

“My City Council members don’t 
even respond and my legislators wash 
their hands of this serious issue. To say 
I am disappointed in the ‘leadership’ 
here in Portland would be an understate- 
ment.” n

Whole Foods in the Pearl hand-counts returns, but the two-hour delay in the 
normal schedule noted by the sign is a frequent occurrence.

O.A.S.I.S. 
Old Town Alternate Safe Sleeping 

Initiative 

Who: 
Committed residents, businesses, social service 
agencies and other stakeholders partnered to 
create a safer neighborhood for everyone. The 
Old Town alternative safe sleeping initiative. 
Also known as OASIS, aims to raise funds to 
help unsheltered people who need immediate 
help, and want to relocate safely to places that 
provide refuge, relief and essential resources.  

What: 
100% of OASIS donations to toward: 

‣ Taxis to shelters 
‣ Bus tickets home 
‣Mobility supplies (wheelchairs, walkers) 
‣ First aid and sanitation supplies 
‣ Socks, shoes and clothing 

Where:  
OASIS work is provided to houseless individuals 
throughout the Old Town neighborhood 
boundaries. 

When: 24 Hours/7 Days 
OASIS volunteers provide support 7 days a 
week, 24 hours a day. 

How To Help:  
Make a donation! 

Mail: Old Town Community Association         
c/o OASIS 

 220 NW 2nd, Suite 104 
Portland, OR 97209 

PayPal: 

More Information:  
Email: oasis@pdxoldtown.org 

 Comment on nwexaminer.com 
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A rich tapestry of diverse experiences
Foodies. Hikers. Musicians. Teachers. 
Activists. Olympians. Volunteers. 
Philosophers. Adventurers. 
Marathoners. Friends. Members. 

Parkview Is Opening!
MOVE- IN READY

Curious to learn Curious to learn 
more about Parkview?more about Parkview?

Scan the QR code to 
check availabilities and 

view floorplans.

Give us a call to schedule 
your in-person tour
503-536-2221 |  membership@terwilligerplaza.com

Seize this opportunity to tour our beautiful campus and Seize this opportunity to tour our beautiful campus and 
claim a highly desirable apartment home with iconic city claim a highly desirable apartment home with iconic city 
views in a community of active and engaged individuals. views in a community of active and engaged individuals. 
With the expansion of our campus, homes are filling fast. With the expansion of our campus, homes are filling fast. 
Now is the time to deposit to secure your move-in date.Now is the time to deposit to secure your move-in date.

62+  INDEPENDENT LIVING

Strange districts
In the September issue, Vadim 
Mozyrsky criticizes the inclusion of 
Eastmoreland in an entirely Westside 
district to be represented by three city 
commissioners after the 2024 elec-
tion [“Districting plan embeds flawed 
assumptions,” September 2023]. This 
is the outcome of trying to carve up the 
Portland map into roughly equal areas 
in which about 160,000 citizens reside. 

I do support changing our form of city 
government so that citizens are better 
represented. But I would prefer that 
each of the 12 city commissioners rep-
resent the district in which they live. If 
there were 12 districts, there would be 
no reason for a neighborhood like East-
moreland to be uncomfortably placed 
with Westside neighborhoods. 

The Willamette River is a logical 
boundary between city districts. Fur-
thermore, this would eliminate the 
confusion of each district having three 
commissioners to represent its resi-
dents. Why will we have three commis-
sioners? Is it because the new districts 
are so large? Wouldn’t we be better 
served by a single commissioner repre-
senting a smaller district? It would be 
more likely that a commissioner would 
get to know the people and the issues 
in a smaller city district. As a result, 
the commissioner would be able to 
more accurately represent the interests 
of the constituents.

In 2025, after we have experienced four 
city districts, each represented by three 
commissioners, maybe we will want to 
change our city government to the 12 
district, 12 commissioner configuration 
that I have suggested.

Dennis Harper
NW 18th Ave.

Neighbors missed
I was saddened to note within the last 
several weeks the passing of both Steve 
Fosler and Rick Browning. Both were 
local architects who devoted much 
time, energy and their considerable 
talents to transportation issues in the 
Northwest neighborhood and the city. 
We continue to benefit from their 
efforts and they will be missed.

Chris Smith
NW Pettygrove St.

Not a good neighbor
Our family lives directly across the 
street from Rose Haven, and we sup-
port the amazing work they do. We 
are concerned, however, that certain 
practices have contributed to making 
our neighborhood unsafe, and that the 
organization is not committed to being 
a good neighbor. 

One of our main concerns is the line 
that forms a couple of hours before Rose 
Haven opens its doors. With no access 
to bathrooms, clients come across the 
street and defecate next to our house. 
Some step out of the line to smoke fen-
tanyl under my child’s bedroom win-
dow. Last year, two clients attempted to 
set a fire 3 feet from our house.

Before the agency moved here, the direc-
tor assured us that clients would line 
up inside so that they did not face the 
indignity of being outside in all sorts of 
weather. This promise was reneged on. 
When residents of the apartment build-
ing south of the shelter complained, 
Rose Haven moved the line to the other 
side, across from my family. This didn’t 
fix the problem for the neighborhood or 
for the clients. We have suggested that 
they bring the clients inside and provide 
numbers for them to keep the spirit of 
first-come, first-serve. This way there 
would be bathrooms, water, warmth and 

shelter for those waiting. This sugges-
tion was ignored.

In response to neighbors’ concerns, Rose 
Haven organized community meetings 
in August 2022 and followed up by hir-
ing a line monitor to address incessant 
screaming and fighting. But when the 
monitoring stopped, the same problems 
came back. Only when the director was 
made aware of racist and homophobic 
verbal attacks by one of their clients 
did they hire another monitor, but she 
too may be temporary. The community 
meetings stopped after two sessions. 

We care deeply about our children, 
our community and unhoused women. 
When the Rose Haven staff goes home 
at night or on weekends, the clients 
still show up. Our family has helped at 
least three women find shelter, clothing 
and food because Rose Haven was not 
open. Many of the neighbors here also 
regularly volunteer to keep the neigh-
borhood safe and clean for everyone. 

Kerry Duff
NW 18th Ave.

Bring the line in
I fully support the mission of Rose 
Haven. It is honorable and necessary 
work to support women who have been 
victims of domestic violence. I do not, 
however, feel that Rose Haven is fully 
committed to being a good neighbor.

First, making their clients line up out-
side Rose Haven causes most of the 
problems in the neighborhood. Neigh-
bors have repeatedly asked Rose Haven 
to move the line inside, to no avail. 
While the women wait outside, they 
have no access to a bathroom. If the 
line were inside, clients could use Rose 
Haven’s bathroom, instead of using the 
sidewalk for their personal needs.

Second, Rose Haven is only open week-
days from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Rose Haven 
behaves as if they have no responsibility 

for effects it has on the neighborhood 
when they are closed. Neighbors have 
triaged women’s needs in the middle of 
the night. Neighborhood children have 
endured aggressive rants from Rose 
Haven clients who camp in the neighbor-
hood. 

I wish that Rose Haven was more com-
mitted to being a good neighbor. A 
simple first step would be to move the 
line inside.

Kara Shane Colley
SW Main St.

Security please
In response to your timely and infor-
mative article, “Two Sides of Rose 
Haven,” I would like to offer the per-
spective of someone who lives directly 
across the street from the shelter.

I don’t think anyone questions Rose 
Haven’s mission. I appreciate the work 
they do in these challenging times. My 
concerns center on the line that forms 
before and during Rose Haven’s operat-
ing hours.

Having at-risk women congregate 
outdoors beyond business hours with-
out security poses risks to both those 
standing in line and those living near-
by. I have witnessed screaming, verbal 
abuse, threats and racist and homopho-
bic insults. I think it’s only a matter 
of time before someone is physically 
assaulted or worse.

It seems to me the only viable solution 
is for Rose Haven to provide security 
in the hour or two before they open 
and for as long as the line exists during 
their business day. This should help 
prevent harm to both those standing in 
line and those who live in very close 
proximity.

James Rollins
NW Glisan St.

"Letters" cont'd from page 5
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KEARNEY STREET  
BOUTIQUE HOTEL
A 1904 house used as a marijuana dispensary 
since 2021 has been acquired for conversion 
into a boutique hotel. Kevin Baron, a Northeast 
Portland resident and principal in Baron Prop-
erty Investments LLC, plans to add a basement 
unit and a second-story bedroom in compliance 
with Alphabet Historic District guidelines.

FOOD FRONT
Owners of Food Front Cooperative Grocery will 
decide the direction of the business and property at 
2375 NW Thurman St. at an online annual mem-
bers meeting Tuesday, Oct. 17, 6 p.m. For a link 
to the meeting, write board@foodfront.com. The 
current board announced that it lacks the time and 
energy to reopen the store, though members willing 
to take leadership can still do so.

19TH & PETTYGROVE 
APARTMENTS
A seven-story, 126-unit apartment building at 
Northwest 19th and Pettygrove streets is nearing 
completion after three years under construction 
and six years since land acquisition. There is no 
off-street parking.

CENTENNIAL MILLS
Developer Tim Ralston is proposing three five-story 
apartment buildings with a total of 277 housing 
units on the city-owned Centennial Mills Property. 
Plans include 4,000 square feet of retail space 
and 244 underground parking stalls. Other than 
code-required view corridors between buildings and 
setbacks for the greenway trail, Pearl neighborhood 
representatives found meager public benefit in a 
site Ralston acquired at no cost.

MODERN TOWNHOMES
A three-story row of townhouses is taking shape at 
Northwest 28th and Thurman streets, a project of 
David Davies and Alta Urban Projects. A roundhouse 
turntable in the rear driveway will allow cars to exit a 
garage without backing into the street.

PSU DEMOLITIONS
Two buildings on 
the Portland State 
University campus 
are being demol-
ished due to $20 
million in deferred 
maintenance and 
unaffordable seismic 
upgrade require-
ments. The Parkway 
Residence Hall on 
Southwest Park 
Place and Market 
Street will be replaced by an academic building, and 
plans for the King Albert Residence Hall site at South-
west 11th and Montgomery site are in flux.

   Proposed    Under Review   In Construction      Other
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This complicated chart tracks the Transportation Wallet program in Northwest 
Portland since its inception. Various benefits have been offered and revoked 
over the years. Source: Portland Bureau of Transportation

The current Transportation Wallet program offers three benefit options.
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By AllAn ClAssen

When Northwest Portland busi-
nesses and residents came 
together in 2013 around a plan 

that included additional parking struc-
tures, the city pushed to first reduce park-
ing demand before expanding the supply.

Parking meters were installed and per-
mits issued to residents and businesses, 
generating revenues that were to be spent 
in the area designated as Parking Zone M. 
The 51 percent share reserved for local 
projects has been overseen by the North-
west Parking Stakeholders Advisory 
Committee, comprised largely of neigh-
borhood and business representatives.

Much of the local share to date has 
been paid to consultants to study strat-
egies to tamp down auto use. The main 
strategy has been a package of alterna-
tive transportation incentives called the 
Transportation Wallet. 

“This is our key transportation demand 
management program,” said Rae-Leigh 
Stark, who staffs the Stakeholders Advi-
sory Committee.

The program, which consumes 65 per-
cent of the net revenues generated by the 
permit system, is budgeted for $362,445 
in the coming fiscal year.

Transportation Wallet holders can save 
on TriMet, Biketown, scooter rentals and 
car-sharing services. How does that bene-
fit the community?

Getting drivers to use alternative 
modes may reduce air pollution and traf-
fic congestion, but it does little to reduce 
parking demand unless car owners sell or 
dispose of their vehicles altogether.

By that score, the Transportation Wal-
let makes a very small dent in the parking 
squeeze. In the first half of 2023, only four 
residential permit holders traded their 
permits for Transportation Wallets. Three 

business permits were also turned in for 
transportation benefits.

In the first three years of the program, 
results were better, averaging 110 trade-
ins per year. That fell to an average of 26 
over the next three years before plummet-
ing this year.

PBOT has kept the downward trend 
a secret, never sharing the pattern with 
stakeholders. In July, Transportation Wal-
let Project Manager Sarah Goforth made 
a long and rosy presentation to the SAC.

“We have [added] a really fantastic and 
popular component to the Transportation 
Wallet program,” Goforth said. “People 
who live on low incomes and are income 
qualified, we offer them a free Transpor-
tation Wallet.”

As for the success of the trade-in pro-
gram overall, “We’ve been successful. I 
think we’re doing about 30 or 40 a year so 
far,” she said.

Even taking those as the most perti-
nent numbers, are 30 or 40 fewer parking 
permits in use a satisfactory return on a 
$360,000 annual investment? Could bet-
ter results be produced by other means? 

And what of the declining trend? Have 
changing social and economic trends ren-
dered the Transportation Wallet an out-
moded strategy?

Such issues have never been discussed 
by the stakeholders committee. Nor has 
the essential data been shared with stake-
holders who have served in the decade 
since parking regulation came to the 
Northwest District.

Data unseen
The NW Examiner obtained a matrix 

of Transportation Wallet data from the 
program’s inception.

“Very interesting information that was 

never presented to SAC or even men-
tioned,” reacted Don Singer, an original 
SAC member who was termed out with 
others under a PBOT dictate. “Every time 
we asked about the wallet, we would get 
the run-around.

“Over all of the years I interfaced with 
PBOT, I cannot recall where goals were 
set for a program and results were actual-
ly measured and compared to those goals. 
It was like, ‘please believe that if we build 
it, they will come,’” Singer said.

“I don’t recall there being any pre-
sentation about how the wallet program 
has contributed to lessening the parking 
challenges in the neighborhood,” echoed 
another 10-year SAC member, Tom Ran-
ieri.

“To me the fundamental question is, 
does the wallet reduce auto use, or is it 
a perk for those already using transit?” 
asked Karen Karlsson, another longtime 
SAC member who termed out last year.

“I believe PBOT will tell you that it 
does reduce auto use, but I don’t know 
that their data will actually show that. For 
example, if someone has a driveway and 
cannot get a parking pass, that doesn’t 
mean they are reducing their auto use 
because they were given a wallet instead. 

“I simply have not seen any evidence 
that the Transportation Wallet reduces 
auto use. It may, but very likely not sig-
nificantly. 

“I am not particularly adverse to the 
wallet being a perk. I just want honesty,” 
Karlsson said.

Rick Michaelson, who chaired the SAC 
for its first 10 years, has many basic ques-
tions about the wallet program.

“We simply do not know what the 
impact of the program has been,” Michael-
son said. “This is why I pushed for bud-
geting for an in-depth evaluation of the 
program during my last year on the SAC.

“There also needs to be a clear under-
standing of the purpose of the program 
in order to judge its success. I start from 
the point that the purpose of all of the 

SAC-funded programs is to make access 
to and parking in Northwest easier by 
supporting a variety of measures.

“This would mean that, for residents, 
the programs would be robust enough 
to allow them to live without a car. Just 
providing incentives for not using their 
cars does nothing to reduce demand. In 
fact, if the program encourages people to 
leave their cars parked instead of driving 
to work, it makes the parking problem 
worse.

“Is the wallet meeting its purposes, 
or is it just taking money from some 
residents and businesses to give a gift to 
others without changing travel patterns?” 
he asked. “We simply do not know.”

Todd Zarnitz, who joined the SAC a 
year ago, had not seen the historic Trans-
portation Wallet data either but believes 
the program has been overrated and over-
funded. He made a motion in August to 
cap funding of the program at 50 percent 
of the traffic demand management bud-
get.

“It’s way over 50 percent now. That’s 
way too strong in my view,” said Zarnitz, 
who would prefer that community benefit 
funding go for street lighting, trash cans 
and things that make a visible difference 
in the district.

Voting on his motion deadlocked at 
4-4, well short of the seven-vote require-
ment for adoption.

A study of the Transportation Wallet 
program by a consultant was scheduled 
to get underway this month although the 
SAC also failed to achieve seven votes in 
support. 

News that the citywide Transportation 
Wallet program may be scrapped due to 
PBOT’s general operating deficits does 
not apply to Parking Zone M, accord-
ing to PBOT spokesperson Dylan Rivera. 
The fund controlled by the NW Parking 
Stakeholders Advisory Committee has a 
surplus of $322,000. n

Few forsake cars for transit subsidies

HISTORIC
OFFICES
FOR LEASE

503.223.2200
Jim Brunke 
Real Estate

The Overton Center 
1308 NW 20th 

The Gadsby 
1306 NW Hoyt Street 

Transportation Wallet  program’s  
meager results a well-kept secret
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Nob Hill Bar & Grill
937 NW 23rd Avenue • 503-274-9616

Vol. 29, No. 10         “News You Can’t Always Believe”      October 2023

NOBBY NEWS
 

BURGER
COUNT
1,307,625

Enter your name for a monthly drawing.
This month’s burger winner is Joanna Johnson.

Behold the Tomato Burger

Interest in veggie burg-
ers has grown in recent 
years, and customers 

at the Nob Hill Bar & Grill 
sometimes ask if our buns 
are gluten free.

You want to eat healthy? 
You want to know every 
ingredient that goes into 
your meal?

To put an end to all the 
questions and skepticism, 
the Nobby presents a burg-
er that speaks for itself: 
The Tomato Burger.

Each one is built from a 
single gigantic tomato that 
replaces a bun entirely. 
You can’t get any more 
gluten-free than that! It’s 
guaranteed to pack more 
vegetable per bite than any 
vegetarian burger on the 
market. 

Don’t be surprise if these special 
Tomato Burgers go fast, so come 
in today before we sell out. 

Meanwhile, we’re checking with 
local farmers daily to see if they 
might have any three-pound 
tomatoes likely to ripen in the 
next day or so. 

Unnamed duckling at Tanner Springs Park.

Summer’s over ... 
Time to get back in the gym. We can help!

Serving clients in the NW since 2007
Feel better, move better

Memberships and Personal Training 
www.EnergyWorkouts.net

503-341-7474 • 1020 NW 18th Ave, Portland OR 97209

Energy Crew 2023
Energy Crew 2023

Lone survivor
By Karla Powell

We who live near Tanner Springs Park witness the 
arrival of a breeding pair of mallards each year. They 
descend predictably in early spring. 

Last spring, many were dismayed that Portland Parks & 
Recreation staff chose that moment to drain the pond for quite 
some time. Needless to say, it sadly disrupted the ducks’ breed-
ing rhythms. 

I heard talk that the mother had nested on a nearby condo 
landing and then walked her little ones down the unsafe streets 
to the pond once it finally was refilled. If so, I never witnessed 
that sorry procession. What I did witness was the rapid demise 
of those new ducklings to either predation, starvation or sick-
ness. For all practical purposes, the mother had abandoned them. 
Occasionally she was spotted, but then soon was gone.

Yet one small duckling, whom I dubbed Intrepid, remained. 
Left entirely on its own, it showed amazing fortitude. As I 
understand, it’s very unusual for a duckling to survive in such 
conditions. Every day I’d observe its progress, and I soon 
learned that I wasn’t the only person captured by this poignant 
predicament. I’d often see the same people on the walkway, and 
we’d share our concerns.  

As her markings grew in, I could tell she was female. Then 
plumage gradually appeared where once was down. One day 
she even flapped her newly forming wings at me as if to say 
hello. On another day, as I walked along the adjacent sidewalk, 
I spotted her on the park’s grassy knoll, far from her protected 
waters. Were it not for the obvious survival strategy she was 
displaying, I would have found her a comical sight. With her 
backside absent of feathers, she appeared to be exactly what she 
was: an awkward, mid-stage duckling. 

I saw a man with his two sons watching her and joined them. 
As Intrepid feasted on the plentiful grass and nibbled at nutri-
ent-rich earth, I told them her story. The little boy asked me, “Is 
this your duck?”

No, I thought, she’s “our” duck. Emblematic of a densely 

urban pocket hungry for glimmerings of 
nature, she’s as much a wonder as the 
very creation of this park built where 
once was a toxic brownfield. The fact that 
wildlife thrives in Tanner Springs Park is 
amazing indeed. This park, perhaps more 
than others, and its creatures deserve our 
vigilance.  

Once Intrepid was almost fully grown, some ducks have 
regularly visited and lingered. One close in age to Intrepid has 
succeeded in befriending and socializing her. 

We who are earthbound also worried whether Intrepid will 
have the instincts for a duck’s life of flight. Her wings are now 
developed, and lately we’ve seen her flap them. She has the 

capacity to fly, but does she have an awareness of an outside 
world? What does she learn from the comings and goings of 
the other visiting ducks? Will Intrepid leave her comfort zone? 
Those of us who’ve come to know and love her would like 
nothing better than to see her fly away.  

Karla Powell has lived in the Pearl District since 2018.

Intrepid has grown into a fledgling 
this year.

Megan serves the best Tomato Burger in town!
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“The real Portland Solution: 
Grass-roots Democracy”

Opening talk by Keith Wilson

28th Annual NW Examiner 
Community Awards
Friday, Oct. 20 

Doors open 6pm  •  Ceremony 7pm  

Lincoln High School
750 SW Salmon St

2023 Award Winners
Don Merrill   •   Friends Wallace Park

John Gillette   •   Ken Thrasher   •   Leif Spencer   
Richard Perkins   •   Ted & Debbie Kaye
Terry & Kathy Peterson   •   Wayne Wirta

Complimentary beverages & snacks
All are invited — Free

Honoring 10 people and groups who have made life in our community better

2023 Major Sponsors  
Dan Volkmer Team  •  Dunken Group

Co-sponsors: 

Bristol Equities  •  Chown Hardware  •  Downtown Self Storage

Hoyt Street Properties  •  Northwest District Assoc.  •  Watermark at the Pearl
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MORE THAN A PLACE 
FOR SENIORS TO LIVE – 
an urban setting where you can thrive.

The Watermark at the Pearl is a modern, new community 
redefining Independent Living, Assisted Living, and 
Memory Care with refined residences, four upscale 
dining experiences, an on-site salon and spa, wellness 
and educational programming, custom tailored care, and 
more in the heart of Portland’s dynamic Pearl District.

Call 503-205-3083 today to schedule your  
visit to our inclusive senior living community.

I N DEPE N DEN T L I V I NG 
A SSIST ED L I V I NG  |   M E MORY C A R E

watermarkthepearl .com

LICENSE PENDING    23 -PPP-3454 A

Innovative, progressive, and inspired –  
with no buy in. 

License Pending     23-PPP-6427B

THE WATERMARK AT THE PEARL
1540 NW 13th Avenue  |  Portland, OR 97209

Bureau disputes story on affordable housing

By AllAn ClAssen

The Portland Housing Bureau 
sent a 543 word response 
regarding the August NW 

Examiner cover story, “Housing, 
housing everywhere, but not one 
affordable.”

PHB spokesperson Martha Cal-
houn took “considerable issue 
with the mischaracterizations … 
in particular, the implication that 
this was some kind of gambit 
on the part of PHB that we were 
hiding reports or ‘downplay-
ing/emphasizing’ any particular 
number.

“Our annual State of Hous-
ing Report (which incidental-
ly is always published online), 
includes reporting on the inclu-
sionary program, and shows the 
data. … Additionally, this IH data 
is also published on our website.”

Obtaining the data printed in 
the story involved eight email 
exchanges with bureau Pub-
lic Information Officer Gabriel 
Mathews over one week’s time. 
Mathews apologized for the delay, 
explaining that “the rest of our 
communications team is out on 
vacation and there has been a lot 
going on for just one of us to han-
dle this past week.”

The Examiner was seeking two 
sets of numbers (housing units 
built and units deemed affordable) 
for each of eight properties. If this 
data was so readily available to 
the public, why was so much staff 
time required to retrieve it?

Calhoun did not identify any 
factual errors in the story. Her 
message focused on explaining 
why her bureau should not be 
blamed for the failure to produce 
even one affordable unit in the 

Northwest District under the IH 
program in more than five years.

 “Inclusionary Housing lever-
ages the hydraulics of the private 
market to create affordable hous-
ing within market-rate develop-
ments where it would not oth-
erwise exist. Its ‘success,’ there-
fore, depends on the feasibility 
of housing production overall, 
which is currently depressed 
throughout Portland and across 
the country due to post-COVID 
market conditions, such as ris-
ing inflation, interest rates, labor 
costs, supply chain issues, etc. 
Your article however seems to 
cast the numbers in your district 
as inclusionary housing program 
failures rather than the result of 
broader economic forces impact-
ing overall production in Portland 
and beyond,” she wrote. n

Project Building permit Issued Total Units Affordable IH Units

Ridgeline
2580 NW Upshur St.*

146 22

2291 NW Glisan St September 2019 5 0

2235 NW Pettygrove Permits not issued.  30 5

23 Marshall
1137 NW 23rd Avenue

Permits not issued 74 3

*Project has been revised and is under review.

Inclusionary housing construction in Northwest District

 Comment on nwexaminer.com 
     or emai l :  a l lan@n wexaminer.com

Data provided by the Portland Bureau of Housing 
included proposed projects not yet constructed

New apartment buildings line Northwest 21st Avenue between Raleigh and Thurman streets.

Pearl District inclusionary housing

August 2019

April 2021

Permits not issued. 
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Johnson streets. 

“Twenty-eight trees! Are you kid-
ding me?” reacted Steve Pinger, a 
member of the Northwest Parking 
Stakeholders Advisory Committee, at 
the body’s September meeting.

Pinger had drafted a two-page let-
ter on behalf of the Northwest Dis-
trict Association listing several objec-
tions to PBOT’s proposed intersection 
improvement plan. He wrote that the 
oversized sections of sidewalk “force 
the removal of an unacceptable num-
ber of street trees,” 23 of which could 
be saved if the curb extensions were of 
the typical size. 

The letter was approved in concept 
by the NWDA board last month.

Meanwhile, NW Active Streets, 
which splintered from the NWDA’s 
Transportation Committee two years 
ago over ideological differences, sent a 
more singular message to PBOT.

“We wholly reject any notion that 
over 20 street trees may need to be 
removed for this project in the name 
of street safety,” stated a letter devoted 
to that subject.

In cases where large tree trunks may 
obscure vision, NW Active Streets rec-
ommended mediations such as four-
way stops, reduced speed limits or 
raising crosswalks.

“This project should improve, not 
diminish tree canopy,” wrote Paige 
Miller on behalf of NW Active Streets.

NWAS listed these benefits of street 
trees:

•  Removing carbon dioxide from the 
atmosphere.

• Reducing the urban heat island 
effect.

•  Supporting local businesses by cre-
ating a more pleasant pedestrian 
environment.

•  Calming traffic by creating visually 
more narrow roadways.

•  Supporting place-making and add-
ing to local neighborhood character.

• Providing habitat for local fauna.

At a fulsome discussion of the 
intersection project by parking stake-
holders, no consensus was reached on 
a path forward.

The intersection project will also 
wipe out 28 parking spaces, and on 
that matter the committee split on pre-
dictable lines. NWDA and Northwest 
Business Association representatives 
see on-street parking as critical to 
businesses and the overall vitality of 
the neighborhood. Each space trans-
lates into $200,000 in annual reve-
nue, former NWDA President Parker 
McNulty said.

NW Active Streets and its allies, on 
the other hand, expressed no objec-
tions to loss of parking. Stakeholder 
committee member Brett Hoornaert 
said 28 parking stalls are a small share 
of the total number in the district, 
implying that losing them should not 
create hardship.

PBOT staff said longer curb exten-
sions provide longer sightlines toward 
vehicles pulling out of side streets.

Failure of the committee to approve 
funding for the intersection project 
last month was a concern of PBOT 
staff at the meeting, though none 
would say delaying a month would 
upend the construction schedule. n

"Tree lovers unite" cont'd from page 1

 Comment on nwexaminer.com 
     or emai l :  a l lan@n wexaminer.com

Proposed curb extensions would extend 20 feet from the property line instead of the 
usual 10 feet.

Large canopy trees at Northwest 23rd and Johnson streets would be sacrificed to accom-
modate extra-long sidewalk sections.  Google Maps image
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Save where it counts! 

10% OFF  
ALL LABOR

Schedule online @: 
www.esautoworks.com
503.221.2411
509 NW Everett St
Open M-F  7am-6pm

OFFER EXPIRES ON 11/4/2023

FALL ISFALL IS
HERE!HERE!

4th Saturday CleanUp
Oct 28, 9am–11am: help pick up litter in our neighborhood; sponsored by SOLVE. 

Check out our website for more info or email mikayla@nwportlandhostel.com.  

Lodging in private rooms
and dorms

Neighborhood friends 
& family discount!

479 NW 18th Ave (& Glisan) 
www.nwportlandhostel.com
503-241-2783      #pdxhostel 

Come in for our
house made Soups

Great scratch made menu, and 12 local 
beers, ciders and kombucha on tap

7am – 11pm  every day 
www.hostelcafepdx.com

1810 NW Glisan St 
503-417-8143     #pdxhostelcafe

About 100 professional arborists from around the region volunteered 

Sept. 9 for the 36th anniversary of Arborists in the Arboretum, helping 

maintain the 6,000 trees in Hoyt Arboretum. 

A man wielding a machete in Couch Park for several days and threatening people in early September was finally arrest-ed by Portland Police. Earlier calls for police assistance were answered by a dispatcher who said it was not illegal to own a machete.

Max Decker was named stu-
dent of the month for Septem-

ber by Portland Pearl Rotary 
Club. He is managing digital 

editor of the school news-
paper and co-president of 

Brothers of Color. He has led 
walking tours focusing on the 
impact of racism and gentri-

fication on Portland’s histori-
cally black neighborhoods. 

The David Campbell Memorial to fallen firefighters 
at Southwest 19th and Alder streets was vandalized 
recently. Six brass pieces were stolen, commemorative 
nameplates removed and the 95-year-old limestone 
floor damaged, according to David Campbell Memorial 
Association President Don Porth.

Superfund-dictated 
tunneling for power 
cables under the Willa-
mette River is to begin 
later this year, disrupt-
ing Fields Park and the 
surrounding neighbor-
hood. The project is 
scheduled to be com-
pleted in late 2025.

The proposed Safe Rest Village site on Northwest Naito Parkway has been 
rejected due to soil contamination that would be too expensive to remediate, 
according to hydrologist Taryn Meyer of the city Bureau of Environmental 
Services.
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6,289 SF • 1 ACRE • 4 BEDROOM SUITES • 5.1 BA • POOL  | ML# 23664409  The Lee Davies Group 503.468.4018

Modern Burton Estate                2080NW133rd.com                 $4,200,000

3,931 SF • 4 BD • 3.1 BA • BACKING TO GREENSPACE | ML# 23661955
The Lee Davies Group 503.468.4018

 Bauer Oaks Estates             12563NWLilywood.com            $1,395,000              

3,282 SF • 4 BD • 3.1 BA • PRIVATE LAKE RETREAT | SPACIOUS DOCK + BOATHOUSE | ML# 23267901  Sara Clark 503.784.4878 | Brooke Toreson 541.621.7315 

Lake Oswego                         16772Alder.com                         $3,995,000

2,000 SF • 2 BD • 2.5 BA | ML# 23316536  The Lee Davies Group 503.468.4018

The Pearl                              636NW11th.com                            $1,185,000

2,440 SF • 2 BD • 2 BA • DEN | ML# 23652983  The Dirk Hmura Team 503.740.0070

The Pearl                         937NWGlisan1534.com                     $1,895,000

P O R T L A N D 
L A K E  O S W E G O

OVER ½ ACRE OF LUSH GROUNDS • GATED ESTATE •  BOAT HOUSE • 4 BD • 4.3 BA | ML# 23433376  Lisa Hanna 503.320.7920

 Lake Oswego               956Westpoint.com                    $8,950,000

450 FT 
of W

ATERFRONT

6,116 SF • 5 BD • 5.2 BA • INCREDIBLE OUTDOOR LIVING | ML# 23127717  The Lee Davies Group 503.468.4018

Bauer Oaks Estates        12822NWMajesticSequoia.com        $2,875,000

.48 ACRE LO
T

5,765 SF • 5 BD • DEN/LOFT • BONUS • REC • LUXURY NEW CONSTRUCTION| ML# 23662005  The Dirk Hmura Team 503.740.0070

 Bethany                      5767NW137th.com                          $2,750,000

3,263 SF • 19.78 ACRES • 3 BD • MT. HOOD VIEWS • 3,470 SF BARN | ML# 23386465  Lisa Hanna 503.320.7920

 Sherwood                   14315SWWestfall.com                       $2,395,000

SOLD

4,338 SF • 6 BD • PRIMARY ON MAIN • .41 ACRE BACKING TO GREENSPACE | ML# 23661778  The Lee Davies Group 503.468.4018

Forest Heights                   2810NWBirkendene.com                 $1,275,000

PENDING

PENDING

3,687 SF • 4 BD • PRIVATE GATED 1/2 ACRE | ML# 23124295  The Bangerter Group 503.803.6269

 Uplands of Lake Oswego              1860Egan.com                $2,250,000

PENDING

PENDING

937 CONDOS

8,170 SF OF LUXURIOUS LAKE FRONT LIVING • THEATER •  WINE CELLAR • 4 BD • 5.5 BA | ML# 22271110  The Lee Davies Group 503.468.4018

  Lake Oswego              3232Lakeview.com                  $6,000,000

INDOOR LA
P POOL


