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Downtown resident sees city’s
drug, homeless problems
inside and out

By ALLAN CLASSEN

ews reports of the May 31 City Council hearing
on the proposed daytime camping ban did not

capture the tenor of the event.

None reported on the unending fusillade of f-bombs
and vitriol aimed primarily at Mayor Ted Wheeler from
a rowdy gallery dominated by homeless people and
their advocates.

After a woman decried, “We’re coming for you, Ted
Wheeler,” the beleaguered mayor merely classified the
comment: “We’ve gotten into the personal threat phase
of the council session.”

The news did not convey the unhinged anger,
most extremely personified by a military veteran who
warned council members to be afraid because he knew
where each lived. After screaming for six minutes—
four minutes over the time limit—two guards gingerly
ushered him away.

“We heard you,” said Wheeler, in full damage control
mode. “Thank you. We appreciate you. Thank you.”

Richard Perkins’ final sentence surprised many.

The invectives were not limited to those in mental
health crisis.

One woman deftly parsed deficiencies in the ordi-
nance before concluding, “You should burn in hell.”

After such epithets, shouts and cheers erupted from
the crowd jamming the council chambers.

About 175 people signed up to testify, though before
the six-hour hearing was completed, nearly half of

them were no-shows, perhaps worn down by the wait
or intimidated by the audience. Supporters of the ban
also spoke, though they were vastly outnumbered.

Most speakers tipped off their direction or were pre-
dictable based on age, dress and demeanor.

Richard Perkins broke the mold. The 75-year-old
downtown resident spoke with calm confidence,
eschewing loaded words and emotion.

“Before living in Oregon, I was a heroin addict,
served time in both jail and prison and experienced
times where I was unhoused,” he read from his script.

He did not look like a man behind such a biography.
The honesty was gripping.

“I have compassion for those living on our streets.
All people deserve housing, safety and dignity and a
sense of purpose,” he continued. “I know quite a bit
about our homeless population downtown because we
share the public spaces with each other and interact
daily.”

Seniors do not often speak of sharing public spaces
with homeless people or of having daily interactions with
them. He put himself above no one.

Any blame for Portland’s social crisis he placed on the
incompetent delivery of services to those in need and on
faulty approaches practiced by Multnomah County.

Cont’d on page 6

City officials see the streetcar as the center of a transformed industrial area.

Streetcar coming with
or without riders

By ALLAN CLASSEN

Transit ridership is down across the
country, including Portland.

The national share of workforce com-
mutes by transit has fallen by nearly
half since 1970, TriMet ridership is
down nearly 40 percent since COVID,
and Portland Streetcar weekday rider-
ship on the North-South line is half of
what it was in 2019.

Factors driving the trend—more peo-
ple work at home and those who still
commute are more likely to do it by
car—are unlikely to be temporary.

Yet increased transit ridership is a
key assumption of city planners and
Portland Streetcar Inc., the nonprofit
that manages the streetcar system, and
no second guessing is heard from those
quarters.

The proposed extension of the Port-
land Streetcar from Northwest 23 and
Northrup is gaining momentum toward
its goal—construction of tracks to Mont-
gomery Park beginning in three years.
Those pushing the project express con-
fidence that the train will carry lots of
riders and lift the neighborhood along
with it.

“We expect a full transformation of
the district,” said Mauricio LeClerc, a
project planning manager for the Port-
land Bureau of Transportation. “It will
help get people riding transit and not
driving as much.”

Bureau of Planning & Sustainability
projections include about 3,000 new
housing units in the Montgomery Park
complex and former ESCO land, and up
to 3,000 additional jobs in the area.

Cont’d on page 11

Developer gets Centennial Mills
for free, community benefits nil

The last building left on the Centennial-Mills | f
property tollects graffiti as-its demoliiior}ﬁloomsT

By ALLAN CLASSEN

Tim Ralston and his develop-
ment partners agreed to pay
the city $8.25 million for the
Centennial Mills riverfront property,

but he found a willing party to pick
up his tab.

PacificCorp also has a particular
interest in the 4.4 acre property at this
time. It needed an easement to tun-
nel under the site to install a power
line under the Willamette River, so

the company was willing to pay—
coincidentally—$8.25 million to Pros-
per Portland, the city’s development
agency and owner of the land, for an
easement.

How was Ralston able to close
the deal using PacificCorp’s money?
Prosper Portland gave him veto power
over granting of the easement, and
“the two of them negotiated directly”
on the price, according to Sarah Har-

Cont’d on page 13
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BUILD A BOAT FOR THE ROYAL ROSARIANS
MiLK CARTON BOAT RACE
OR Build A Dream

s

Can'’t find the house that meets all your needs? Make all your
dreams come true by building in one of SW Portland’s most
captivating neighborhoods with its winding wooded streets,
territorial views and mix of architectural styles. This vacant lot
is between addresses 4031 and 3921 SW Chesapeak Avenue.
A perfect site for building. Lot and tree surveys, Geo & Soils

reports and completed easements are available for review. Rieke

Elementary, Robert Gray Middle, Ida B. Wells High School.

FAIRCREST, LOT 18, 0.18 acres (7,940 Sq. Ft.) per
Portland Maps. RMLS #22485410. $199,000.
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STROLL HOME AFTER HEARING MUSIC AT
‘ THE COMMONS AT THE PORTLAND HOSTEL 3

The Cornerstone Condominiums — Live in AR
Portland’s Central Arts District

1134 SW Jefferson Street, Unit #208

Walk Score 98. Walk/bike paradise. A clean and

neat pied d terre for students, professionals or theater
enthusiasts has recently installed LVP flooring, fresh
paint and a new A/C. This petite but sweet unit is on
the quiet side of the building and features additional
storage unit, an in-unit washer and dryer, and a new
shower. Lock and go is easy for occasional use or busy
lives without any additional muss or fuss. Centrally
located and near to bus lines, Streetcar and MAX.

I bedroom, 1 bath 477 Sq. Ft., storage. RMLS
#23194756. $154,500.

o

‘WHILE AWAY THE EVENING AT THE VALENTINA SUNSHINE
CONCERTS AT HILLSIDE PARK

FaCIrisare—=

2409 NW Raleigh Street

Attention garden lovers — this 1927 home is a beguiling mixture of English Cottage
and Cape Cod architecture and is surrounded by a botanical garden of established
plants including rhododendrons, peonies, roses, azaleas, ferns, sycamore,
crabapple and copper beech trees. The multi-paned glass front door and wood
frame windows bathe the formal living room in south light. Spacious and light
dining room opens to kitchen with work island and breakfast nook. The main floor
bedroom has the benefit of an adjoining bathroom. Upstairs are two additional
bedrooms and a full bath. A full unfinished basement is ripe with possibilities

for use. An ideal location this tree-lined neighborly street in the Northwest Flats

is a short distance to Legacy Good Samaritan Hospital, Slabtown, Con-way,

Montgomery Park and transportation possibilities.

3 bedrooms, 2 full baths, driveway, 2,203 Sq. Ft. RMLS #23371250. $860,000.

'._'-'-}.\.'_._ L T r 4 ! .
2327 NW Northrup Street, Unit #20
Northrup Commons southeast facing light-filled condominium has 2
bedrooms and a den with a full attached bath and closet! Lower level
bedroom has attached half bath, a balcony and double closet with a 2nd
separate entry — an ideal setup for a private home office. There are 3
balconies and 4 skylights — a perk on the top floor! An abundance of
natural light, and an expansive top floor deck is perfect for a container
garden while taking in views of Mt. St. Helens, Mt. Hood & Mt. Adams.
Enjoy NW 23rd and the Alphabet District and leave the car in the
parking space. It’s a WalkScore of 95/100! Pet friendly HOA.

2 bedrooms, den, 2 and "% baths, gas fireplace, I parking space,
1,794 Sq. Ft., RMLS #23525063. $64.9,000.

‘WATCH THE 4TH OF JULY FIREWORKS FROM
YOUR GLASSED GALLERY

The Park Place Condominiums in the
Heart of The Pearl

922 NW 11th Avenue, Unit #1115

The soft elegance and modern sophistication of this
iconic architectural designed “shard” unit at the Park
Place condominiums give it an edgy flair and make it
stand out among the condo designs of the Pearl District.
The design is augmented by 9’6" ceilings, the ideal 2
master suite floor plan, open, airy, great room and a
floor-to-ceiling glass gallery extending the great room
into open space. Pick any spot and be delighted by
dramatic east facing wall of windows providing dazzling
sunrise views of Mt. Hood.

2 bedrooms, 2 and % baths, 1,735 Sq. Ft., I deeded
parking spot and 3 deeded storage spaces, gas fireplace,
concierge. RMLS #232989350. $869,000.

‘WALK HOME FROM THE SYMPHONY

The Roosevelt Condominiums in the Cultural
District

1005 SW Park Avenue, Unit #804.

It’s so cute, we considered buying it ourselves. A petite pied
dterre studio at the historic Roosevelt Hotel, built in 1924 and
listed on the Register of Historic Places. Buddy Holly, Ink
Spots, Sammy Davis, Jr. and the Mills Bothers stayed here as it
was one of the only hotels where color was no issue. The unit
is on the top floor with high ceilings and views to the north

of the city and a bit of the leafy Park Blocks. Freshly painted
interior with granite kitchen, engineered hardwood floors,
great room and sleeping space (a queen bed fits just right).
Full bath with travertine floors, subway tile and a soaking tub
shower. Steps out the lobby doors to an array of Cultural Arts.
Studio, 449 Sq. Ft., beautiful lobby. RMLS #23144861.
$195,000.

TO THE NORTHRUP COMMONS CONDOMINIUMS

Penthouse with Elevator Private Entrance

e

Specializing in Historic & Architecturally Significant Homes

THE DAN VOLKMER TEAM

DAN VOLKMER PRINCIPAL BROKER
BURDEAN BARTLEM, KiSHRA OTT, MARDI DAvVIS & FrRITZ BENZ, BROKERS
1302 LICENSED IN THE STATE OF OREGON

Windermere

REAL ESTATE
WINDERMERE REALTY TRUST 5 O : ; = ; 8 1 — : ; : ; 6 6

See our website at www.danvolkmer.com
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tor's Turn

BY ALLAN CLASSEN | EDITOR & PUBLISHER

ortland cultivated cooperative
P citizens by creating its pioneer-

ing neighborhood system in
1974. Neighborhood representatives
were steered toward overseeing plans
and regulations, making detailed rec-
ommendations and pursuing “best
practices” of governance. Neighbor-
hood leaders gained some influence
and recognition from City Hall in the
bargain. They were also tamed. They
joked about torches and pitchforks but
mostly stayed at home.

But that model has been turned inside
out. The city stopped listening to cit-
izens who followed the process and
instead turned its favor to those who
boldly demanded action, whether their
aims fit within the lines or not. These
voices tend to reflect public opinion
on the issues of the day, and their
organizations mobilize enough peo-
ple to suggest that many more stand
behind them.

Increasingly, City Hall has been send-
ing the message that following the
rules is for chumps—the people on top
pay attention to those who exert polit-
ical muscle—the more impolitely the
better, it often seems.

The Northwest District Association,
which has been wandering like Rod-
ney Dangerfield—getting no respect—
for a generation, may be absorbing
that lesson. Its new president, Todd
Zarnitz, speaks to the things his neigh-
bors care about. This spring, he made a
cause of the Portland Bureau of Trans-
portation’s plan to ratchet up fees for
residential parking permits six fold
from $195 to $1,200 a year. He stirred
the pot further by reporting that PBOT
entertained the goal of raising rates to
$2,400 a year.

Zarnitz is also one of the newer NWDA
representatives on a body advising
PBOT on parking policy in the district.
Most of his colleagues on the North-
west Parking Stakeholders Advisory
Committee have gone along with the

approach that on-street parking should
more closely reflect the market value
of parking stalls, otherwise the city is
subsidizing auto use and undercutting
alternative transportation modes.

Zarnitz says he is not against higher
parking costs in theory if his constit-
uents are on board with it, but he rea-
sonably assessed that they are not and

that they are largely unaware of the
strategy unfolding in their name. A
flood of online postings poured in, and
large numbers of neighbors attended
the May advisory committee meeting,
at which the first annual increments
toward charging $1,200 by 2035 were
approved by a 7-3 vote.

It’s the classic progressivism versus

Reaping the whirlwind

populism divide: A select cadre stud-
ies issues and reaches conclusions that
would not occur to casual observers,
or a wide swath of citizens with more
superficial knowledge react accord-
ing to their perceived self-interests.
The tension between a republic and a
democracy was woven into the fabric
of our nation, and increasingly democ-
racy has become the catchword to
describe where we are now.

When City Commissioner Mingus
Mapps substantially downgraded the
permit rate hikes approved by the SAC,
some assumed that the commissioner
was responding to grass-roots discon-
tent. Political change is not that easy.

“This delay is not a reflection of a
change in policy,” Mapps’ office clar-
ified, describing it as a gesture toward
“minimizing costs to Portlanders” in
keeping with a citywide priority.

Mapps did not contact Zarnitz or per-
mit opponents, which is telling. Polit-
ical players know they have power
when decision-makers come to them
to learn what they want and what will
satisfy them.

Under the new city charter coming next
year, three council members will repre-
sent the Westside. The chances that at
least one of them will champion local
causes should be greater than under

the current at-large council system.
Neighborhood-initiated issues across
Portland may get more attention, as
will causes raised by other smaller or
narrowly focused organizations.

Populism can spread like wildfire,
which is not necessarily a good thing.
It’s a blunt instrument. We have seen
populism in America burgeon in this
century in step with authoritarianism,
social division and violence.

Where did it all start? Perhaps when
ideas dropped in the suggestion box
were ignored, while those who burned
the suggestion box had their wishes
come true.

@) Readers Reply

city bureaucracies that uniformly failed to condemn
the vandalism and return the sculptures to their
proper places. As a result, it has now been 31 months
that the city has held the sculptures hostage.

While the City Council resolved that the Thomp-
son Elk Fountain be saved and then budgeted the
monies for reconstruction, five other monuments
(Abe Lincoln and Theodore Roosevelt in the South
Park Blocks; George Washington, formerly on Sandy
Boulevard; The Promised Land in Chapman Square;
and Harvey Scott on Mount Tabor) are listed by the

Troubling associations

We write in support of Allan Classen’s editorial, “So
you say you want iconoclasm,” in the June edition.
We agree that the approach of the vandals who top-
pled public art in Portland mirrors that of the Taliban
in Afghanistan, of the Communist Chinese in the Cul-
tural Revolution and harkens back to the iconoclasm

in Europe in the 16th century.

The topplings have been tacitly supported by various

Letters can be sent to: allan@nwexaminer.com or 1209 NW Sixth Ave., #303 Portland, OR 97204.
Letters should be 300 words or fewer; include a name and a street of residence.
Deadline: third Saturday of the month.

Regional Arts & Culture Commission as recommend-
ed for permanent removal.

The opportunity to counter such ongoing iconoclasm
will emerge in the fall of 2023 as these five monu-
ments come up for public discussion. We urge citi-
zens to speak.

Bill and Kit Hawkins, Chet Orloff, Mike Lindberg,
Stephen Kafoury, Walter Weyler, Henry Kunowski,
Brooke Best, Wendy Rahm, Catherine Thompson,

Ginny Ehelebe, Kate Dickson

Cont’d on page 5

i Examiner

VOLUME 36, NO. 11 // JULY 2023

EDITOR/PUBLISHER::cecceocscosccocssosssosssssssosssessse ALLAN CLASSEN

AWARD-WINNING PUBLICATION

GRAPHIC DESIGN ccccecccccccccccccccccccccssssssssssssssss WESLEY MAHAN

PHOTOGRAPHY ¢ ¢ ¢ ccceeeecccccsccccsessssnseeseeee JULIE KEEFE, MATT ERCEG

ADVERTISING.::coeeeccccccccccccsssssscssssssseses JOLEEN JENSEN-CLASSEN

CLR Publishing, Inc. ©2023

CONTRIBUTORS ¢ ececceoocccoscsscoscssccossssscosssccnssscnsssscess JEFF COOK

7\

STOWN

ANNUAL SPONSOR

Published on the first Saturday of each month. Annual subscription $50.
CLR Publishing, Inc., 1209 SW Sixth Ave., #303, Portland OR 97204 503-241-2353.
allanenwexaminer.com  www.nwexaminer.com

@ nwexaminer.com /

Northwest Examiner, JULY 2023



We Digitize Everything

Think heaps of photos but don't stop there:
Color Slides & Negatives
Fhoto Album Flip Books
LP's & Audio Casseftes
Video Tapes in Any Format
Bmm & Super 8 Film
Classic Reelio-Reel Audio Tape
Ephemera, Documents & Letters
Photo Gifts for the Holiday Season

Learn mare and
contact us through our website:

www.drgdigitalpdx.com

We'll organize your ol
media into one tidy
digital folder that fits

on a thumb drive.

We're located in your NW neighbnrhond.

DRGdigi’ral

Elisabeth Betsy Shawl

. Elisabeth “Betsy”

_!Iﬁ‘.' Shawl, who grew
up on Southwest
Vista  Avenue,
died May 23 at
age 82. Elisabeth
Blanchard was
born July 30,
1940, in San
Mateo, Calif. She attended Ainsworth
Elementary School and Lincoln High
School before moving with her fami-
ly to Washington, D.C., where she
graduated from the National Cathe-
dral School in 1958. She graduated
from Oregon State University in
1962. She worked at the Oregon
Graduate Center in Portland before
marrying Edward T. Shawl and mov-
ing to Pennsylvania. She was a mem-
ber of the P.E.O. International Sister-
hood, the Daughters of the American
Revolution and the National Society
of the Colonial Dames of America.
She is survived by her husband,
Edward Shawl; daughters, Catherine
Regalado and Jeannie Shawl; broth-
ers, Sandy Blanchard and Bob
Blanchard; and three grandchildren.
She was predeceased by her son,
Robert Allin Shawl.

Lois Handel

Lois Laverne Handel, a longtime
Portland Heights resident, died May
11 at age 95. Lois Todd was born in
Stafford on Feb. 26, 1928. She vol-
unteered at the Lincoln High School
office and was active in the Altar
Guild at Saint Stephen’s Episcopal
Cathedral, the Oregon Historical
Society and the Assistance League of
Greater Portland. She was a Camp-
fire Girls leader and volunteered at
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her children’s schools. She married
Ronald M. Handel and they lived in
Portland Heights until his death in
1987. She lived the rest of her life in
Claremont, Calif. She is survived by
her daughters, Karen Bergevin, Sue
Handel and Tricia Young.

Dimitrios Touhouliotis

Dimitrios Touhouliotis, who owned
and operated Demetri’s Mediterra-
nean restaurant on West Burnside
Street from 1984-2007, died June 3
at age 82. He was born in Eptahori,
Greece, June 8, 1941, and immigrat-
ed to Portland in 1968. The restau-
rant became the hub of the Greek
community, hosting family events
and celebrations at which Touhouli-
otis presided. The restaurant closed
when he retired. He is survived by
his wife, Lisa; daughters, Magda and
Leah Whaley; sister, Yianna Doherty;
brother, George Touhouliotis; and
three grandchildren.

Edward ‘Andy’ Miller

Edward Andrew
Miller, a long-
time  Portland
Heights resident,
died June 15 at
. age 89. Miller
¢+~ was born Feb. 20,
1934, in Port-
land. He served
in the Army in Germany and gradu-
ated from Linfield College in jour-
nalism. He worked as a photo-jour-
nalist with KPTV and the Port of
Portland. He was a certified ski
instructor and member of the
Mazamas. In 1972, he married Kath-
leen Garnas. He is survived by his
wife, Kathleen; daughter, Melanie;
and two grandchildren.

@ Obituaries =

Martin B. Vidgoff

Martin Bruce Vidgoff, who grew up
in the Northwest District and most
recently lived at Care NorthWest
Place, died June 19 at age 80. He
was born Jan. 30, 1943, and gradu-
ated from Lincoln High School in
1961. He graduated from Harvard
College and Stanford Law School
and worked as a deputy counsel
for Multnomah County. From 1978-
2001, he was a staff attorney for the
Oregon Court of Appeals, writing
most of the landmark land-use deci-
sions during that period.

Death notices

JouN H. CAMPBELL, 66, attended Syl-
van and West Sylvan schools.

ROBIN H. DROZ, 67, former North-
west District resident and member
of Trinity Episcopal Cathedral choir.

MICHAEL FoOX, 64, 1977 graduate of
Lincoln High School.

LOUISE (LARSON) GRANT, 79, attend-
ed St. Helens Hall.

JoHN “JACK” HAMMOND JR., 80, on
board of St. James Lutheran Church.

Lois HANDEL, 95, a former resident
of Portland Heights.

ELISE MASAE ONISHI, 89, 1952 gradu-
ate of Lincoln High School.

PATRICIA PATTISON, 78, volunteered
at Cedar Mill Library.

JoHN W. “JACK” SCHIFFER, 91, 1949
graduate of Lincoln High School.

PATRICIA TOAL TANGEMAN, 76,
worked as a physical therapist at
Good Samaritan Hospital.

D 1 argo (Jacobson) Greeve passed away at almost
75 years of age on June 6, 2023, in Hope Village
Memory Care, Canby, Ore.

Margo was for many years a respected member and
leader in the Portland art community and a resident of
the Pearl intermittently since 1992.

She was born in Eugene on Sept. 21, 1948. Her parents
were Robert Miller of Hermiston, a senior executive

at Janzen Swimwear, and Annabell Nilsen of Astoria,

a librarian in the Portland School District. She is
survived by her brothers, Donald and Brad Miller; her
son, Brad Jacobson; and her loving husband, Gerry
Greeve.

Margo attended Beaverton High School, graduated
from Oregon State University and earned a Master’s
Degree in Art Education at Lewis & Clark College.

After graduation, she taught art and calligraphy

for a number of years at Marshall High School. A
single mom who raised a commercial airline pilot, she
became a fixture in the Portland art world after

.
teaching school and selling fax machines, commercial
real estate and office supplies.

In 1992, she sold her home in Westmoreland

and founded the Margo Jacobson Gallery in the
Honeyman Hardware Lofts in the Pearl District.

This was a courageous move. She lived in the “just
developing Pearl” in a small loft above her beloved art.
She later moved to a 2,000-square-foot gallery space
on the corner of Northwest 11th and Glisan.

Over the next decade, she developed a very successful
and trend-setting gallery. She is credited with bringing
internationally known art glass to Portland, featuring
such stars as Maestro Lino Tagliapietro of Venice Italy,
Dante Marioni, Fritz Driezbach, Richard Royal, David
Schwarz, Benjamin Moore and many others. The
potters, painters and sculptors who were shown by her
gallery included many of the leaders in the Northwest

internationally with her
husband. She visited over 50
countries, bringing a passionate
love of exploring and soaking
up the art and cultures of many
countries. She traveled to India,
Vietnam, China and Europe
many times, and participated
in numerous humanitarian
projects in Honduras,
Cambodia, India and China, as
well as Oregon.

In between travels, she
continued to row her single
racing shell on the Willamette

River (along with friend Margaret Ward, she won a bronze

medal in doubles at the Rowing Nationals Competition).

and the nation. Over 15 of them are in the National

collection at the Renwick Gallery of the Smithsonian
Institute. She was active in the community with
service on the Pear] District Association, Portland
Art Dealers Association and as a board member

for the Oregon College of Art & Craft and other
organizations. She was held in high regard by all.

In 2003, she shut down the gallery and traveled

Dahlia Gardens.

She enjoyed skiing, snorkeling and sailing, and played golf,
weather permitting, weekly.

In 2015, she began to expand and develop her own creative
side. She wrote and painted two children’s books (“Oregon’s
Special Animals” and “Yellowstone’s Special Animals”) which
sold 5,000 copies over two years. In 2018, she showed and
sold her watercolor painting series of 30 “Festive Bouquets”
paintings at Art in the Pearl.

In 2021, as she began to struggle with the rapidly developing
last phases of Alzheimer’s, she, with a number of close
friends, began a campaign to paint seasonal greeting cards
for the children at Ronald McDonald House/Rood Pavilion
at OHSU. Over the last two years, they made over 1,500
cards. This activity helped her maintain self-esteem and
continue to engage with the beauties of the world.

Last summer, she enjoyed sitting in the Portland Rose
Garden three evenings a week and weekly visits to the Canby

Her family will scatter Margo’s ashes at Depoe Bay in late
July. There will be a celebration of Life in September.

Memorial contributions may be given to Ronald McDonald
House Charities of Oregon. https://rmhcoregon.org/

Northwest Examiner, JULY 2023 / @ nwexaminer.com
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On iconoclasm

Your editorial, “So you say you want iconoclasm”
[June 2023], said succinctly and better than any other
article I've read what I’'ve been unable to articulate. It
explains the issues of accepting Presentism’s unwill-
ingness to seek to understand the wholeness of Amer-
ican history. The many inspiring perspectives in your
paragraph, “Why are icons important?”...astounded
and, well, inspired me. So many important words
there: “bearers of culture, “representations of enduring
values,” and best of all, “they encapsulate myth and
belief transcending verifiable historical facts.” Beauti-
fully said. Thank you.
Arliss Rey
NW Shenandoah Terrace

Thanks for clarity

I want to thank you for your clarity and fair minded-
ness in your reporting and editorials. You are a great
asset to the community and your June 2023 editorial
is a fine example of treating a sensitive issue directly
with common sense. Thanks again and keep up the
good work.
M. David Hooff
NW Riverscape St.

Trust the process

I find it a stretch to compare the statues of U.S. presi-
dents to a statue of Buddha.

The Franklin Roosevelt and Abraham Lincoln statues
were donated to the city of Portland by Henry Waldo
Coe. Coe was a prominent wealthy white man with
power. What say did any other Portlander have when
these statues were donated and erected?

The George Washington statue was put in by the
Regional Arts and Culture Council in 1927. Based on
Portland’s lack of racial and cultural diversity in 1927,
I would bet that the Regional Arts and Culture Council
was a group of white people.

As a privileged white male, I will never know what

it feels like to stand in front of a statue that honors a
person who knowingly perpetuated systemic racism,
oppression and advocated for the destruction of a race
and culture. Bravery does excuse racism or advocacy
for genocide.

Why don’t we trust in the process and see what this
unknown group of people proposes for these statues?
It seems clear that their proposal will be allowed
input from all voices that want to be heard. Maybe
this group is truly looking out for the good of all.
Jeff Cavanaugh
NW Winston Drive

Restore the presidents

Bravo for your June editorial. Vengeful and anony-

mous persons committed an anti-civic act of violence,

and unelected bureaucrats ratified it by declaring that

the presidents would not be returned to their plinths.

Those presidents, like the rest of us, were fallible

humans shaped by the prevailing values of their

times. Unlike most of us, they achieved great

things and earned our enduring honor. Restore

and return the presidents to their plinths so that

we and our children can continue to learn from

both triumphs and mistakes in our national past.
Paddy Tillett
NW 24" Ave.

Mob engagement

Regarding the monument replacement and Jeff
Hawthorn’s comment that “there is no community
engagement process to engage in yet,” it seems
to me that there was plenty of “engagement” by
mobs bent on the destruction of a once beautiful
city. We need a city administration that protects
those statues and monuments.
Joane Forsstrom
NW Big Fir Court

Power but no plan

Regarding “Power to the people” [June 2023], Mr.
Zarnitz is making an easy choice—no increased
costs—but articulates no plan to manage parking in
Northwest. Our neighborhood is growing, but street
parking will remain relatively fixed. How does Mr.
Zarnitz intend to divvy out parking permits going for-
ward?

Jeremiah Via

NW Hoyt St.

Ramp rebuilds frustrating

I did not enjoy reading your article “Power to the peo-
ple” [June 2023] because you are absolutely right. We
don’t trust the Portland Bureau of Transportation.

I am frustrated with the ongoing ADA ramp rebuilds.
They demolish a reasonable ramp and replace it with
one that is nearly indistinguishable from the one it
replaced. It’s senseless and wasteful.

Rather than addressing the essential needs of accessi-
bility in our neighborhoods, these ramp rebuilds have
turned into a spectacle turning molehills into moun-
tains. The excessive time, resources and bureaucratic
tail-chasing implicated by these projects are astonish-
ing. It begs the question: Why do it right the first time
when we can redo it twice using revenue from parking
controls neighbors didn’t want in the first place?

It is disheartening to witness such myopic nitpicking
and misallocation of resources. There are ramps that
are much worse on the next corner over. There are
unpaved streets throughout the city and potholes that
cause real damage.

Portland is sick and not getting better. Instead of effi-
ciently and effectively addressing the needs of the
community, these projects illustrate Portland’s ineffi-
ciency and propensity to waste opportunities. PBOT
needs to prioritize practicality, fiscal responsibility
and common sense.

Keep up the great public service journalism, Allan.

Max Brunke
NW Pettygrove St.

Strange priorities

Portland Parks & Recreation spokesperson Mark Ross
surely regrets accidentally sending his email intended
for a co-worker to a homeowner who had contacted
PP&R to question the rustic fence design in Fields
Park [“Two can play cowboy games,” June 2023]. He
advised the colleague not to engage residents if they
“reiterate complaints” and said “we have limited
capacity and must move on.”

Mr. Ross’ “limited capacity” is for respectful consid-
eration of the people who pay his salary, who love
Fields Park and have some aesthetics. This “Little
House on the Prairie” fire and splinter hazard belongs
around a steakhouse—not in Fields Park.

Thanks for your great article, Allan. This picture
(below) is of PP&R employees busily removing these
horses a mere 15 hours after they were tied to the rail-
ing. In contrast, it took five days to remove a woman
who had been sleeping on a park bench for two nights
then in a bright green tent for three days. Ah—the City
That Works had strange priorities.

Nancy Hogarth

NW Overton St.

The Law Office
of Harris S. Matarazzo
is proud to support the work of the
NW Examiner in our community.

Harris S. Matarazzo
121 SW Morrison, Suite 1015
503-226-0306

Dog lovers rule

I'm no fan of Portland Parks & Recreation, based on
their modus operandi with Tanner Springs. But I've
come to better see why they may find the denizens of
the Pearl to be royal pains and thus discourage dia-
logue over non-issues.

I say this based on the fact that dog lovers rule to the
point of having repeatedly stolen (out of resentment)
the signage at Tanner Springs, which indicated “no
dogs” and why. The why being to protect the native
grasses, wildflowers, nesting birds and water flow.
Indeed, Portland Parks got so tired of having their own
signs stolen that the Pearl District Neighborhood Asso-
ciation paid for more and better signage out of private
funds. All of which were promptly stolen, I can only
assume by resentful dog owners.

As for Fields Park, the dog situation is far worse.
Portland Parks wouldn’t have needed to install any
fencing if Pearl dog owners were more respectful of
the sensitive plantings. And the dog owners there typ-
ically don’t adhere to leash requirements, making the
expansive lawn inhospitable for other users, including
families with small children.

Remember children? It seems we now live in a society
where dogs have usurped this parental instinct. Guess
what, I really do like dogs. I also like children. I also

like people who are respectful of shared public spaces.

When I heard of the discontent that this wooden fenc-
ing was out of place in a concrete jungle such as ours,
I could only think: “Does anyone ever ponder just
where all those plastic bags full of poop end up?”

Get your priorities straight, Pearl residents. Dogs are
great, but rude dog owners are not. Consider why Port-
land Parks had to install fences in the first place.

Karla Powell
NW 11th Ave.

Corrections:

Our cultural editor was out to lunch last month.
In our story on former Rose Festival Queen Lloy-
de Livingstone, we misspelled the last names of
conductor/composer Annunzio Paolo Mantovani,
composer Edouard-Victoire-Antoine Lalo and
KBOO co-founder Lorenzo Milam.

CZ BECKER COMPANY
WOOD FLOORS

A Family Oned Bustness Stnce 1982

* Restoration Repairs & Refinishing
® State of the Art Dust Containment
¢ Installation of New Wood Floors

. ".n\'imnuwnl.l"_\ l‘r;cm,”_\‘ Finishes

503.282.0623
czbecker.com

LINNTON FEED & SEED

503-286-1291

LinntonFeed.com

Also visit us at
Dekum Street Doorway!
dekumstreetdoorway.com

Saint Helens Road
Portland, OR 97231

"2l i TR T
Well-located ground floor office, 1350sf, current-
ly dental, garden setting with large windows.

2250 NW Flanders, 503-314-4412
Winmark Real Estate Services

35 yeh

handc

35 years dedicated to
NW Fortland
Wi K:;t_aglama Framing

“in 12219 NW Raleigh
www.katayamaframing.com
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The Behavioral Health Resource Center was forced to close for two weeks in April
due to staffing problems and an inability to keep the surroundings clean and safe.

"Straight Talk" cont'd from page 1

“Irrespective of the reason someone
is homeless, once homeless, it is easy to
understand why people are self-medi-
cating,” he said. “We need people who
can make and execute a real plan and
help provide a future for people after
homelessness.”

These sympathies are common coin-
age in the social service sector and
among those calling for more robust
public assistance. Had Perkins left the
witness table at that moment, most
would have chalked him up as an oppo-
nent of the ban.

Heads turned with his final sentence:
“These ordinance changes are a good
start.”

Those roundly jeering camping ban
supporters barely had time to register
their disapproval.

“That was smart,” Perkins’ friend Bob
Davis said later.

Davis and Perkins co-chair an inde-
pendent task force that monitors the

Behavioral Health Resource Center, and
both men are active in the Downtown
Neighborhood Association.

Saving the verdict for the end pulled
listeners through his discourse, Davis
said.

Perkins told the NW Examiner later
that he was not eager to draw attention
to his life story, but City Commissioner
Dan Ryan advised him that his message
would have greater impact if he did.

Later, Ryan confirmed their prior
exchange and affirmed Perkins’ effec-
tiveness at the hearing.

“He told his truth,” Ryan said. “That
always has credibility.”

Main mission

Though Perkins found the lack of
decorum exhibited in council chambers
by the “direct action folks” counterpro-
ductive, he did not dwell on the matter
or want follow-up coverage to center on
the culture clash.

“Our job is to show that we are not
anti-housing and that we have com-
passion for those living on the streets,”
he told the Examiner. “We want the
significant number of homeless who
have behavioral health illnesses to get
into treatment for their illness. That
requires a continuum of treatment
options in which people are in various
levels of shelter until housing is ready
for them.

“All of this requires good data on
those living on the street. The county
won’t collect it,” he said.

That’s where he believes the large,
sanctioned campsites championed by
Wheeler could make a difference. By
tracking the progress of individuals
in onsite recovery services, it would
be possible to learn which approach-
es work better than others and to tai-
lor services to the population at hand.
And restricting unsanctioned camping
should divert a greater share into the
city-run camps.

“The mayor’s plan is a pretty com-
passionate way to get the data and get
people into treatment,” Perkins said.

Data first

Perkins collects his own data while
on his daily walks through downtown.
He will not approach groups of drug
users who seem threatening, but in other
cases, he strikes up a conversation.

His opening line is, “What are you
using?”

He offers no smile or cheery banter,
just an earnest gaze that says he is there
to learn.

On a recent walkabout with Perkins,
this technique led to some free flow-
ing sidewalk conversations. When they

asked him if he was a user, Perkins told
of his past heroin addiction.

When he opens that door, almost
unfailingly, “they really engage,” he
said.

He hears descriptions of the effects of
various drugs, details of street life and
feelings of social disapproval. Some-
times people talk about the families left
behind but still on their minds.

On this day, a woman apologized
for her broadside at Perkins and his
generation for making life terrible. After
he accepted his share of the blame, she
toned down and apologized for her out-
burst.

Through such conversations, Perkins
learns why addicts and homeless peo-
ple came to Portland, and how the arc
of their addiction keeps them on the
streets. He learns of the programs and
outreach workers they have encoun-
tered and their past efforts at recovery.
He mentally catalogs the information,
knowing that only scientific polling and
analysis can be used to design and
administer effective programs.

Perkins does not pretend that his
street encounters have therapeutic bene-
fit in themselves, though they convince
him that solutions are possible.

Perkins is no fan of the housing-first
model prioritized by Multnomah Coun-
ty. Taking an addict straight from the
street into an apartment does not address
their underlying problem. Meanwhile,
the apartment buildings where “hous-
ing-first” has been attempted “are just
getting trashed,” he said.

Moving addicts from the street to
sanctioned camps and temporary shel-
ters may be indirect, but he considers
recovery a journey without shortcuts.

L

Check out all the free services offered by

Westside Watershed Resource Center!

The Westside Watershed Resource Center inspires awareness and action on

behalf of watershed health in NW and SW Portland neighborhoods.

We're all about collaborating with people and being a community resource.
Here are a few examples of our free services:

NW DISTRICT ASSOCIATION
PRESENTS:

¢ Technical Resources and Advice
¢ Site Visit Assessment

* Stormwater Stars Workshops:

¢ Qutreach and Education
* Tool Loan Program

* Project Support and Partnership

AGES

Hands on learning about small- * Native Plant Swap

scale stormwater management

Connect with us:

www.westsidewatersheds.org
www.facebook.com/westsidewrc
Instagram: @watershedresourcecenter

manager@westsidewatersheds.org | 503-865-6759

orthwest

ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES
i CITY OF PORTLAND .
working for clean rivers

503-865-6759 Traduccion e Interpretacion | Bién Dich va Thong Dich | A%E3%ARSS | Vernwiit n nuchMennbiii nepeson | Turju-

\maad iyo Fasiraad | [IncemoBwii i ycHmii nepeknan | Traducere si interpretariat | Chiaku me Awewen Kapas | srjarg qar qaraar )

CVENTS

GATHER AT 5PM
MUSIC FROM 6PM-8PM

AUGUST 3RD SCHOOL OF ROCK

& GROUND CONTROL
COUCH PARK

AUGUST 10TH THE QUIMBYS
WALLACE PARK

SEPTEMBER 22ND ROSE CITY ROLLERS
WEARHOUSE

Let's build community together, bring your friend
and family. Meet the NWDA Board, Net Team,
Friendly House, Slabtown Kiwanis Club, Friends of
Wallace Park

of WAL
S A
g : o il
: 2 [HomeStreet| Bank

SLABTOWN THURS . -
P 10
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“Addiction is strong” and cannot be
remedied by cleaning up or detoxing.
People must find a substitute for the
drugs they use to cope with their under-
lying psychological need, he said.

Personal path

Living along the California coast in the
1970s, he surfed a lot and got into drugs.
He overcame his addiction with the
help of rehabilitation services, though
he relapsed repeat-
edly before staying
clean. His three-
year penitentiary
sentence was relat-
ed to his addiction,

|
“This requires good

Perkins’ description of Portland’s pre-
dicament is neither novel nor contro-
versial. Yet his life on both sides of the
divide and his ability to communicate
hard-earned lessons bear rereading.

“Portland has always had a homeless
population, and drugs and mental illness
were often correlated with it, but never
like we are seeing today,” he testified at
the council hearing.

“Over the past several years, the use
of new and more addictive drugs among
the unsheltered has
grown dramatical-
ly and along with
it, the intractability
of the solutions for

he said. data on those living on  homelessness.
After kick- the street. The county “Cheap, plen-

ing his habit, he , - tiful, and defacto

returned to col- won’t collect it. legal drugs sup-

lege and earned a
master’s degree in
urban planning and
administration.

Getting  hired
by a bank despite a felony conviction
involved a loophole that he recognizes
may not exist in today’s employment
world. On his application form, he was
asked if he had been convicted of a crime
related to fraud or financial misconduct.
Because he could honestly answer no,
he was hired and he then seized the
opportunity. When later offered a pro-
motion entailing a background check,
he shared his past with his supervisor
and the independent bank examiner,
who “didn’t care.” His performance had
superseded his checkered past, and he
enjoyed a long career in banking and
commercial real estate, rising to a posi-
tion as senior vice president at U.S.
Bancorp. He moved to Portland in 1988.

— Richard Perkins
]

plied by sophisti-
cated cartels have
changed the safety
and livability envi-
ronment for every-
body, housed and
unhoused alike. It has devastated the
minds and reasoning ability of users
and created unintended consequences.

“Now we need to provide a path
from addiction to a more stable life
which eventually includes housing and
for many, a job, a sense of self-worth, and
with it, dignity.”

Janie Gullickson, director of the
Behavioral Health Resource Center, has
come to admire Perkins’ love for the
community and commitment to bring
about change. His ability to connect with
drug users on the street amazes her.

“There’s a lot of passion in a calm
package,” Gullickson said. ®

Office Available - 350 sq ft

Madison Manor
1906 SW Madison Street
Portland, OR 97205

Work in this relaxing, private
office space in the wonderful
Goose Hollow neighborhood!
Private office, private mailbox, close to transit,
24-hour access, and onsite management!
Parking for clients, waiting area, the list goes on! Contact us today!
Carly@DowntownPortlandProperties.com $895/month

MARrsHALL UNnioN MANOR

RETIREMENT LIVING FOR SENIORS 62 YEARS OR OLDER

AFFORDABLE QUALITY RETIREMENT LIVING
STUuDI0 & ONE-BEDROOM APARTMENTS

No CostLy Buy-INs or AppLICATION FEES
REeNnT SuBsipies AvAiLABLE/INcomE LimiTs APpPLY

2020 NW NORTHRUP STREET
PortLAND, OREGON 97209

503.225.0677 =
WWW.THEUNIONMANORS.ORG

Marshall Union Manor has been
part of Northwest Portland for more
than 40 years. Our residents enjoy
the ease and diversity of urban
living. For residents with cars we
have off street parking, but many of
our seniors prefer to utilize the city
bus or the street car which stops
just outside our building. We offer
a beauty/barber shop, community
vegetable garden, in-house library,
and numerous clubs and activities.
Enjoy Retirement to its fullest!

EnJoy THE CONVENIENCE OF SENIOR LIVING!

OFrice Hours:
WEeEekpAYs 10:00am - 4:00pm

APPOINTMENTS GLADLY SCHEDULED!

JUDIE DUNKEN

J

REAL ESTATE

Representing
Buyers and Sellers
in the Pearl District

since 1996

503-849-1593
JUDIEDUNKEN.COM

726 NW 11th #104 $375,000
1 bed, 1 bath, courtyard patio

725 NW 10th Ave Unit 303 $350,000
1 bed, 1 bath

726 NW 11th #310 $750,000
2 bed, 2 baths

1310 NW Naito Pkwy #907A $899,000
2 bed + den, 2.5 baths, 450 sq ft deck

$499,000
1 bed + den, 2 baths, deck with view

PDNA Board Member Livability & Safety Chair
NW Examiner “2018 Civic Engagement” Awardee
Pearl District Resident since 2000

Northwest Community Conservancy Board

OWNER/BROKER

FRIDAY AUG 4t
4-7PM

TACO BAR
DRINKS
PRIZES

DISCOUNTS

1010 NW 2ZND AVE., #144 PORTLAND, OR 97210
WWW.EYEPROMISEOPTICAL.ORG

Your purchase provides vision services to Oregonians in oeed through the
Orvgon Lions Sighl & Hearing Foundation
www. OLSHEF.org
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Food Front seeks $1 million loan to reopen store

Funds needed to

write operating plan j Q?

By ALLAN CLASSEN

ood Front Cooperative Grocery
board members are confident of
obtaining a $1 million loan to

retire debts and reopen the store at
2375 NW Thurman St.

At a meeting on the store’s parking
lot attended by about 45 members late
last month, board Chair Mike Grivas
said a loan at 7.5 percent interest may
be finalized within days. The board
is also considering a $2 million loan
at 12 percent interest. Both are “hard
money” loans based on the value of
the collateral, the co-op’s building and
land valued at a combined $5 million.

A loan would be used to pay off
an approximately $325,000 balance
owed Beneficial State Bank as well
as other loans and overdue operating
bills. Board Treasurer Tom Bussell said
the store’s electricity was recently shut
off for nonpayment, though power has
since been restored. About $100,000 is
also owed food vendors, he said.

Beneficial has granted 90 days for-
bearance, but could begin foreclosure
protocols Sept. 4, Grivas said.

An attempt to secure a conventional
loan from a local credit union cannot
proceed until the board produces a
credible operating plan, a plan the
board says it needs time and profes-
sional consultants to prepare.

Options on the table include:

Food Front board members delivered grim news about challenges to reopening the

store.

e Opening a new version of Food
Front.

¢ Partnering with a like-minded spe-
cialty grocery store or co-op.

¢ Developing the property with a gro-
cery store on the ground floor.

e Selling the property.

“All viable options will be presented
to the members for consideration and a
vote,” the board promised.

That is easier said than done. Dig-
ital membership records are incom-
plete and inaccessible due to computer
passwords known only by unreachable
former employees. The board intends
to hire an attorney who specializes in
organizational governance to devise
a plan to contact members via phone,

Photo by Wesley Mahan

mail, newspaper announcement or
other means that would be deemed
reasonable by a court of law.

Membership verification is not only
important to determine who is eligible
to vote. It is also needed to sort out
who may be entitled to a share of sur-
plus assets in the event of a sale. Mem-
berships sold for $150, and the board
estimates about 10,000 members.

Crude arithmetic assuming a $5 mil-
lion sale and $1 million in outstanding
obligations would suggest a settlement
of about $400 per member. Expecta-
tions of walking away from the wreck-
age with a bundle of cash have never
come up at board meetings, in which
the clear consensus is to revive the
co-op by all means necessary.

TiheOverton GCenter;
1308':NW20th

Food Front has no reliable records as
to who is a member or how to contact
them, much less having the means to
determine which are deemed to have
the rights of active members by virtue
of having shopped at the store in the
past two years or having voted in that
time.

Meanwhile, the co-op absorbs
$20,000 in monthly expenses as it
struggles to accomplish the most basic
tasks.

Members tried to organize a potluck/
swap meet/fund raiser in the co-op
parking lot in June, but problems with
coordinating the scheduling, invita-
tions and unlocking of the security
fencing reduced the event to a handful
or two of people.

Many members want to know how
they can help through volunteering.
That endeavor is limited by a union
contract prohibiting most volunteer
labor. The contract with Local 555
of the United Food and Commercial
Workers International Union remains
in effect for a year after the store
closed, giving former workers the right
to return if the store reopens by next
April 24,

The co-op is accepting donations
through a GoFundMe campaign
(gofundme.com/f/save-food-front) to
help cover carrying costs until a long-
term direction is approved. About
$10,000 has been received to date.

HISTORIC

OFFICES
FOR LEASE

503.223.2200

Jim Brunke
Real Estate

Italian Language Immersion

Adult Classes

Beginner - Advanced level language classes

Various culture classes - wine, conversation, film, history, music

Children’s Classes & Camps

Summer culture camps

Preschool, Weekend & Afterschool Classes

Mommy & Me Playgroup

Authentic Italian language & culture education
since 2006

JO22 NW Marshall Street #450 Portland OR | (503) 226-6361 | paulsoncoletticom

info@scuola.us - (971) 270 - 0470 - http://scuola.us
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23 MARSHALL

Vancouver, Wash.,-based developer C.E. John
Properties LLC intends to sell its development site
at Northwest 23rd and Marshall after obtaining city
approval to erect a five-story, mixed-use building
with 74 living units in 2022. Current economic condi-
tions and recently adopted restrictions on landlords
were cited as reasons.
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PROPER HOTEL
Demolition is underway at Northwest 12th and
Irving streets in preparation for construction of

Proper Hotel, a nine-story building with underground

parking. Proper Hotel is a luxury chain with hotels in
California and Austin, Texas.
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ESCO PROPERTY
While recognizing the ready market for last-mile
distribution centers, such as Amazon Prime, owners of ments at 1410 SW Taylor St. on May 16 has

the former ESCO industrial property say they are not

MAY APARTMENTS
The arson fire that destroyed the May Apart-

caused Southwest 14th Avenue to remain

interested in uses providing few jobs while generating  closed due to fear that the wreckage may
high traffic volume. “We're very interested in doing the collapse. The street will be opened after the two

right thing,” said Brian Ames of the ownership group
named 1535-A1 LLC.

upper levels have been taken down.

TERMINAL 1

Terminal 1, a riverfront property at 2400 NW Front
Ave. now owned by Lithia Motors, is a preferred site
for one of the three large sanctioned camp grounds
to be created by the city of Portland.
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An 1890 Italianate
house in down-
town is for sale
for $689,000. A
realtor’s sign high-
lights the potential
for high-density
redevelopment.
It now contains
a frame shop,
two second-story
apartments and a
basement formerly
; used as a beauty
« =18 shop. The John S.

Honeyman house next door, occupied by law offices, is
on the National Register of Historic Places.
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Proposed Under Review In Construction

\/

Other

For an interactive and continually updated version of this map, visit:

NextPortland.com

Also see the development map maintained by the Goose Hollow

Foothills League:

goosehollow.org/images/GooseHollowDevelopmentMap.pdf
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Escape From New York Pizza

shares the pies 2 1

ot many restaurants that were
Naround when Escape From New

York Pizza opened in 1983 are still
in existence.

Founder and owner Phil Geffner, himself
an escapee from New York City, is so grate-
ful that he’s giving food away—at least
once a year on Free Pizza Day. Last month,
a free slice of pizza and drink were served
to everyone joining the line at 622 NW 23
Ave.

Geffner was at the head of the line, greet-

ing old friends and regulars along with a
procession of newcomers destined to be
strangers no longer.

Geffner, who lives a short distance from his
business, has been involved in communi-
ty affairs over the years. He has taken his
entire staff on vacations to Hawaii.

Why does he do it?

“It’s the sense of community,” he says in
an accent that reveals his roots, “You can’t
beat it.”

ng Out —

A

Café Nell sent back
to drawing board

simple line drawing is apparently not enough
to satisfy the Bureau of Development Services,
which is considering an application by Café

Nell, 1987 NW Kearney St., to allow a permanent
structure on the restaurant’s parking lot.

Café Nell’s owner, Vanessa Preston, is applying for
“non-conforming situation review” to expand restau-
rant activities on the parking lot, which it leases.
The property is in a residential zone in which exist-
ing commercial uses may continue but not expand
or intensify their operations. A temporary dining
structure on the parking lot has been allowed under
relaxed rules put in place during the pandemic.

The applicant must demonstrate that expanded
usage will not negatively affect neighbors. In this
case, the households adjacent to Café Nell have both
complained persistently about excessive noise in the
evenings and other disruptions. Because the property
is within the Alphabet Historic District, it must also
satisfy design guidelines.

The Northwest District Association notified the city
that it will only go along with the application if miti-
gation measures are undertaken and a good neighbor
agreement is reached with the affected neighbors. It
found the hand drawings submitted by the applicant
in April inadequate to interpret.

Don Kienholz, senior city planner for BDS, had
intended to reach a decision in May, but a BDS
spokesperson notified the NW Examiner last month
that an extension has been provided “and we are
waiting on them to provide additional information in
order to proceed with our review.”

NOBBY NEW
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Celebrating Amnesty Month

Upon learning that
a copy of “1984”
checked out in 1958
from the Multnomah
County Library was
returned recently
without an overdue
penalty, we at the
Nob Hill Bar & Grill
wondered what
treasures we might
receive if we grant-
ed amnesty—no
questions asked—to
people returning
valuable items taken
from the premises.

Perhaps fine Early

Renaissance art pieces acciden-
tally slipped in the backpack of
a customer who was too embar-
rassed later to admit his mistake.

Or maybe the restroom key
attached to a ping pong paddle
that proved to be second-rate
against players who were still
sober.

Perhaps the size 19 left sneaker
once worn by Arvidas Sabonis
that walked home with an exas-
perated father who thought he
had found a solution to his kid
who kept outgrowing his shoes.

Whatever the reason, proprietors
of the Nobby will ask no apol-
ogies and issue no fines related
to all valuables returned this
month.

BURGER
COUNT
1,302,759

Nob Hill Bar & Grill

Enter your name for a monthly drawing.
This month’s burger winner is Amanda Hill.

937 NW 23rd Avenue * 503-274-9616

GHE £ ‘l LI .
HOSTEL CAFE AL @

Soccer Watch Parties

We show all
Timbers and Thorns games
in our Commons and/or Courtyard

Escape to Nature on Mt Hood

Yurts & Camping
Great scratch made menu, and 12 local 2-bedroom cabin

beers, ciders and kombucha on tap

1-hour drive from Portland,
near hiking trails & skiing

www.zigzagmountainfarm.com
503-922-3162 #zigzagmtnfarm

7am - 11pm every day
www.hostelcafepdx.com
1810 NW Glisan St
503-417-8143 #pdxhostelcafe

4t Saturday CleanUp
July 22, 9am—10am: help pick up litter in our neighborhood; sponsored by SOLVE.

Check out our website for more info or email mikayla@nwportlandhostel.com.

EVERETT STREET

&%"Efmytmng over $100 :
$25 off anything over $250
$50 off anything over $500

Expires 08/01/2023

ISHERE! |
Is your A/C working?

Schedule online @:
www.esautoworks.

503.221.2411

509 NW Everett St
Op‘%n?ll-F 7am-6pm.
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"Streetcar" cont'd from page 1

A multimedia presentation to the
Northwest Parking Stakeholders Advi-
sory Committee last month uttered not
a word about declining transit patronage
in the time since the loop to Montgom-
ery Park was first floated about 15 years
ago.

The end is in sight, and it’s Montgom-
ery Park or bust.

“There is a need to move as quickly
as possible,” affirmed Shawn Canny, a
PBOT planner, who said approval of this
route is going to the City Council later
this year. “We are working to finalize
formal cost estimates.”

Why now?

“The former ESCO site is primari-
ly vacant right now,” Canny said,
there’s an opportunity to consider what
might serve the community better than
what would otherwise be developed on
that site under its current land use.”

From the start, the streetcar has been
touted as more than a transportation sys-
tem. Its capacity to spur development is

its top selling point.

“Fifty percent of all housing in Port-
land has been built within a quarter mile
of an existing streetcar line,” Canny said.

But if the streetcar is not also an effec-
tive commuter choice, the wholesale
development on the horizon may inun-
date the residential district to the south
with traffic and demand for parking.

Northwest District Association rep-
resentatives have been hearing broad
claims of the streetcar’s benefits for
years, but they consistently turn the
topic toward its effectiveness as a peo-
ple mover and whether an extension
through the currently vacant industrial
land north of Northwest Vaughn Street
is the best way to serve current residents
of the district.

Moreover, they say transit improve-
ments and zoning changes should put
public needs above private real estate
speculation.

“There is a significant zone change
that would quite literally result in a
windfall for the property owners, and
there is no apparent hardship that is
driving this zone change,” said Steve

Above: A public market in the American Can Co. building, which is now used for

parking, is envisioned directly east of Montgomery Park.

Left: Two major property owners control most of the land between Northwest

Vaughn and Nicolai streets.

Pinger, a member of the SAC and North-
west District Association board.

“The question NWDA has brought
up for seven or eight years is, ‘Why is
streetcar leading this process rather than
following it?”” Pinger asked. “It feels
like streetcar may or may not be the
appropriate answer to the transportation
needs of the redevelopment of this part
of our city, and streetcar is absolutely
leading the planning process and rezon-

3

ing.

NWDA President Todd Zarnitz, who
is also an SAC member, shared Pinger’s
perspective.

“It is curious that the streetcar is
leading the development effort,” Zarnitz
said. “That doesn’t make a lot of sense
unless it’s being used as a lever to
change the zoning up there.”

Property owners have an outsized
role in deciding where streetcar lines
are built. About 15 percent of streetcar
line construction costs are borne by adja-
cent property owners, according to Port-
land Streetcar Director Dan Bower. Spe-
cial city-administered taxing districts,
known as local improvement districts,
assess property owners along the tracks
and within up to four blocks.

A majority of affected property own-
ers must approve creation of an LID.
Establishing an LID becomes a matter of
finding a geographically concentrated
group of owners who see benefit from a
streetcar line and are willing to help pay
for it. To obtain majority support for an
LID, sections where property owners are
skeptical are left out and are not taxed.

Bower said the LID formation process
tends to put the burden on property
owners with the most to gain from being
on a streetcar line and the often-associ-
ated zone changes.

“There’s no locked in equation here,”
Bower said, but the premise is “that
those who are receiving the most ben-
efit from the land-use change and the
opportunity created by that should be
the ones who are paying a vast majority
of the LID.”

The opportunity created by upzoning
was described by SAC member Dan
Anderson as “the horrendous value pop
that will accrue to landowners” in the
industrial area north of Vaughn Street.

Anderson would like to see some of
that extra value invested in addition-
al off-street parking in the core of the
Northwest District.

PORTLAND’S BEST BOILED BAGELS
ARE NOW IN NORTHWESTPORTLAND

0% OFF

any order with this coupon
7/1/23 - 8/31/23 Limited to 1 per customer, per visit.

PORTLAND

628 NW 23rd

*Next to ESCAPE FROM NY
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City of Portland (QR) Archives, APR24636.

A Civic Emergency Relief Project in 1933 tackled construction on Northwest Leif

Erikson Drive.

The Jacob Kamm residence at Southwest 14th and Main streets in 1946.
City of Portland Archives, A2001-045.988

A crew works on the Northwest Thurman Street sewer in 1935.

City of Portland Archives, AP/24636.
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This 138-year-old High Victorian Italianate house at 2134 NW
Hoyt. St. was the last home of Ben Milligan and Jerry Bosc
a.rchltectural preservation activists who founded the Boscg’—MH
ligan Foundation, operator of the Architectural Heritage Center-

A house at Southwest 16th Avenue and Clay Street looking
northeast toward downtown in 1979. A PGE substation now

occupies the site.

A horse is shown in fron 7 - —
: t of the Californj ildi
Lewis & Clark Centennial Exposﬂion]f ia building at the 1905
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NEWS

David Dysert

"Centennial” cont'd from page 1

pole, project manager for Prosper Portland.

The three-legged transaction may satisfy the par-
ties behind it, but some are asking what’s in it for the
public. What about the Pearl District Neighborhood
Association, which has been persistently involved
with Centennial Mills’ fate, including a campaign per-
suading the city to turn the century-old mill complex
purchased in 2000 into a public attraction?

Harpole outlined the arrangement before the PDNA
land-use committee in May. She said tunneling would
weaken the ground, reducing the potential height of
future buildings on a portion of the site, making it
unsafe to erect 250-foot-tall buildings, which the zone
allows. Instead, a height of 75 feet would be the max-
imum feasible height on perhaps a third of the parcel.

Although historic preservation was a major com-
ponent of earlier schemes, Prosper Portland is not
requiring Ralston to save the 1910 flour mill, the
only remaining structure on the site having historic
significance.

Larry Mazer, whose condominium is on the adja-

cent property, questioned Harpole as to why a partial
loss of development potential should remove all of its
economic value.

“Can you understand why the neighborhood can
question this deal when the sale price is zero?” Mazer
asked.

Later, he repeated points he raised at the Zoom
meeting, for which committee Chair David Dysert said
the recording has been lost. “The part that bothers me
is that Prosper Portland saw no further value in the
property,” Mazer said. “That’s preposterous.”

Mazer, who has followed the gradually diminishing
course of the site for years, believes a public amenity,
park, river access or some type of community attrac-
tion should have been part of the deal.

“The neighborhood had no seat at the table, no
chance to have our two cents,” he said. “This was the

ideal time to say, ‘Here’s what we want out of this
deal.””

Dysert conceded that Harpole’s latest revelations
were “tough news,” but did not challenge the agency’s
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Larry Mazer

Centennial Mills was a complex of 12 buildings erected beginning in
1910 to process wheat, once the state’s largest export.

actions.

At the following meeting of the PDNA board,
Dysert glossed over the topic, saying merely that the
site was “very complicated” and “we will work very
closely” with the parties involved.

Asked to further explain Prosper Portland’s think-
ing in letting Ralston get the property without his own
money and without specific public benefit, Harpole
said, “We didn’t want [to approve the] easement with-
out his [Ralston’s] consent.”

Still, some consider the Centennial Mills site so
entangled with logistical, environmental and regu-
latory obligations that Ralston still may opt out of
proceeding.

Committee member Glenn Traeger said he would
not be surprised if the property has little value.

He wondered if turning the land into a park, the
city’s original intent in 2000 before PDNA intervened,
would not be the best outcome after all.

“Even though it sounds kind of weird, maybe that’s
the best route,” Traeger said. ®

X »

An image can be created overnight. Building a reputation takes longer.

NW EXAMINER, since 1986
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OPENING
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2023

62+ INDEPENDENT LIVING

Look forward to joining a

LEEEREANY

remarkable community

Built to advanced Passive House® standards, Parkview
features sophisticated design, iconic city views, and refined
architecture. Come home to a community of captivating
individuals seeking an enriching and active retirement.

Join us for an upcoming lunch & learn

Who is making our community better?
Tell us about them. Name names.

This fall, the NW Examiner will honor individuals
and organizations contributing to the betterment
I| of our neighborhoods and city at the 28th Annual
Community Awards.

Please tell us who deserves an award, why and how
to get in touch with you and your nomination.
Deadline: July 31.

{NORTHWEST EXAMINER COMMUNITY AWARD WINNERS}

HONORING LOCAL HEROES WHO MAKE GREAT NEIGHBORHOODS, SINCE 1994

To nominate someone in any category, please fill out this form and send it to: Why they should be honored ¢

Northwest Examiner

1209 SW 6th Ave, #303 Nomination deadline: July 31
Portland, OR 97204

Person making nomination

Nominee
Nominator’s phone or email address
Category: [ ] Leadership [ ]Education
D Historic Preservation |:| Heroism . .. . .
[ Social Service [ ] Lifefime Achievement Or email this information to allan@nwexaminer.com by July 31
[ ] Public Safety [ ] Other
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Portland Fire & Rescue
responded to a fire last
month at the vacant North-
west Neighborhood Cultural
Center, a national landmark
at 1819 NW Everett St. A wit-
ness said two people threw

a Molotov cocktail at the
building’s door. A burned-
out car and piles of trash
cluttered the center’s parking
lot. In response, a security
fence was installed around
the property, which is to be
redeveloped by Las Vegas-
based Founders Develop-
ment.

m Catlin Gabel School was
or Society of High
Leader Scholar-

Aanna Farhang fro
awarded the National Hon
School Scholars Future Female )
ship. Farhang worked on the successful onhge
voter registration expansion and for Portlan
Charter Reform Measure 26-228. She serves on
the Vote16USA youth advisory board.
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Windermere Real Estate brokers volunteered at Chelsea’s Closet in the
Pearl District for their annual Community Service Day. Joe Menashe,
managing principal broker (L-R), Joanne Van Ness Menashe and Jesse
Kabat assembled care packages for local children’s hospitals June 9.

Snapshotg —

The Northwest District
Association will hold two
free summer concerts in
August:

Aug. 3: School of Rock &
Ground
Control at Couch Park.

Aug. 10: The Quimbys at
Wallace Park.

Both concerts are on
Thursday evenings, 6-8
p.m. The events are spon-
sored by local companies
and organizations.

Lincoln High School senior Sarah Kane was
named student of the month by Portland Pearl
Rotary Club. Kane was co-president of the
student body, president of the Jewish Student
Union and a member of the varsity soccer, track
and cross country teams. She will be attending
the University of California Berkeley, studying
either psychology or global health.
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$8,950,000

Over /% Acre of Lush Grounds ¢ Gated Estate ¢ Boat House ¢ 4 BD « 4.3 BA | ML# 23433376
Lisa Hanna 503.320.7920

5,353 SF ¢ 6BD * 2021 RENOVATION | ML23423963
Sara Clark 503.784.4878 | Jennifer Holland 971.334.1142

3,374 SF « 4BD ¢ 5 ACRES | ML# 23432282
Annie Smith 503.705.2361 | Beth Horton 503.706.6849

-

1915NWColumbine.com

NW Portland
3,825 SF ¢ 4 BD ¢ SPORT COURT | ML# 23657701
The Dirk Hmura Team 503.740.0070

27235E74th.com

——
SOLL

South Tabor $899,000
3,440 SF « 4BD » .12 ACRE LOT | ML# 23289108
Michele Shea-han 503.969.6147 | Jenny Johnson 503.267.3412

r | =
28274SWAmsterdam.com

Wilsonville
2,801 SF « 4 BD « OFFICE | ML# 23524471
The Spears Team 503.522.8269

CONTACT US

3,163 SF « 4BD * Mf.Hood Views | ML# 23486902

The Bangerter Group 503.803.6269

CONDOMINIUMS / TOWNHOMES

937NWGlisan1534.com
2,440 SF « 2BD « 2BA | ML# 23652983
937 Condos, Pearl District| $1,895,000

1150NWQuimby1802.com
1,603 SF « 2BD « 2.1 BA | ML# 23318421
Vista Condos, Pearl District | $1,295,000

311NW12th501.com
2,125SF « 2BD * 2 BA | ML# 23354925
The Casey, Pearl District | $949,900

The Dirk Hmura Team 503.740.0070

300NW8th804.com
1,022 SF « 1 BD « 1 BA | ML# 23432960
The Pearl | $533,000
Jason Cassell 503.953.5444 | Bob Harrington 503.913.1296

6605WBurnside110.com
1,192 SF « 2BD * 2 BA | ML# 23345169
The Quintet | $425,000
Bob Harrington 503.913.1296 | Jason Cassell 503.953.5444

4216NMississippi209.com
729 SF « 1 BD « 1 BA | ML# 23285954
Mississippi Ave Lofts | $369,900
Kevin Salisbury 503.688.3454 | Brian Budke 503.310.5252

6665WBurnside438.com
1,097 SF « 2BD * 2 BA | ML# 22449994
The Quintet | $379,500
The Lee Davies Team 503.997.1118

730NWNaitoE14.com
805 SF « 1 BD « 1 BA | ML# 23158403
McCormick Pier Condos| $330,000
Chris Kuehl 503.407.2414

11724SWBoonesBend.com
1,169 SF « 2BD 2 BA | ML# 23129681
On the Green Condos | $299,000
Debbie Chen 503.936.7598 | Alice Hsing 503.880.6842

503.292.1500

2,503 SF « 4BD » 3.5 BA | ML# 23021734

Kevin Salisbury 503.688.3454 | Brian Budke 503.310.5252

GET SOCIAL
fv

PORTLAND
LAKE OSWEGO

SEE
VIDEO
On Lake Oswego

8,170 SF of Luxurious Lake Front Living » Theater « Wine Cellar « 4BD « 5.5 BA | ML# 22271110
The Lee Davies Team 503.997.1118 | Nicole Jochum 503.894.6650

1618SCorbettHill.com

i

Cedar Mill

4,662 SF « 5BD ¢ .42 ACRES | ML# 23432270
Lee Davies 503.997.1118 | Nicole Jochum 503.894.6650

4,484 SF « 5BD * 4.2 BA | ML# 23097438
Grace Wadell 971.294.2434 | Pat Bangerter 503.803.6269

= o

636N & 152425WPeachtree.com |

Bull Mountain

3,762 SF » 4BD *« BONUS * STUDIO | ML# 23248944
Julie Williams 503.705.5033 | Jennifer Holland 971.334.1142

The Pearl

2,000 SF » 2 BD « MODERN LOFT | ML# 22684765
Lee Davies 503.997.1118 | Jennifer Holland 971.334.1142

1731NE38th.com

Grant Park
2,944 SF » 4 BD * BONUS * OFFICE | ML# 23592050
Jessica Corcoran 503.953.3947 | Alice Hsing 503.880.6842

3,049 SF » 4BD « DEN « BONUS | ML# 23368024
The Dirk Hmura Team 503.740.0070

15485SWCynthia.com 5115SWRichenberg.com

"1

Hillsdale $825,000
2,169 SF « 3BD * 4 CAR GARAGE | ML# 23012911
Annie Smith 503.705.2361 | Wendy Abraibesh 503.957.6262

$882,500
2,839 SF « 3 BD * REMODEL | ML# 23633100
The Spears Team 503.522.8269

9318NWAsh.com 4366W

I

.

Lake Oswego
1,962 SF « 3BD * PRIMARY ON MAIN | ML# 23056053
The Bangerter Group 503.803.6269

1,894 SF « 3BD « 2.5 BA | ML# 23445981
The Dirk Hmura Team 503.740.0070
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