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“Digging deep,
Shining a light”

 nwexaminer

Cont’d on page 12

By AllAn ClAssen

Forest fires scorch the American West every sum-
mer, but the fate of a particular forest incites the 
imaginations of Portlanders. Many are anxious 

that a single spark could set their beloved 5,200-acre 
Forest Park ablaze.

The public has gotten limited explanation of how 
such a fire might start, how it would be fought or 
whether local agencies are up to the challenge. Media 
reports have encouraged residents to participate in 
FireWise trainings and remove combustibles from 
around their homes. Portland Fire & Rescue’s public 
outreach has projected the impression of prepared-
ness for the unthinkable yet perhaps inevitable fire 
of the future.

After more than a year of research and the acqui-
sition of public records from two agencies, the NW 
Examiner has learned that something maddeningly 
simple may be the weak link in containing a major 
fire. An uneven park trail may trip up emergency 
response before it reaches the danger zone. 

Fire Lane 1 is the spine of fire protection in the 
park, running a mile along the base of the hills near 

U.S. Highway 30. It is the entry point from which 
all-terrain vehicles reach the other fire lanes and 
paths throughout the park. It has not only been the 
entry point but the destination of five of the six fire 
responses in the park since 2015. 

Since 2020, at least three ATVs have rolled over 
along this fire lane. One was damaged beyond repair 
as it flipped over and slid down steep embankments. 
At least one firefighter has been injured, though none 
seriously.

After two campsite fires got out of control the night 
of April 12-13, 2021, one resulting in the rollover of 
a responding ATV, parks staff began digging into the 
problem.

According to PF&R records, response to a 50-foot-
by-150-foot wildland fire “from a homeless camp” 
was made complicated because Fire Lane 1 provided 
“no access for fire crews to the area.”

About an hour later, a brush and tree fire erupted 
“about 500 yards from the previous fire. Again, there 
was difficulty accessing the fire in steep terrain and 
the fire lane was unable to be used.”

By AllAn ClAssen 

Two local authors with 
deep connections to the 
Pearl District have writ-

ten books about their favorite 
neighborhood recently.

Bruce Johnson, an architect 
and small-scale developer who 
was “there at the beginning” of 
the district’s transformation in 
the 1980s, published “The Pearl 
District: Placemaking From the 
Ground Up” this summer.

Bruce Stephenson, an envi-
ronmental studies professor 
at Rollins College who moved 
to the Pearl District in 2015, 
released “Portland’s Good Life: 
Sustainability and Hope in an 
American City,” last year.

The two Bruces may have met 
in the past decade, but neither 
is sure about that. Johnson did 
not know of Stephenson’s book 

until interviewed for this story. 
Although each spent about five 
years interviewing more than 
100 of the same people, study-
ing the same places within a 
half-square-mile of the city, 
somehow they slipped past each 
other at every opportunity. As 
in the proverbial account of the 
blind men and the elephant, 
they took in different aspects of 
the same subject.

“Portland’s Good Life”
Stephenson’s book is academ-

ic, with voluminous footnotes 
at the end of each chapter. The 
bibliography runs 25 pages. 

The book starts with the ori-
gins of cities and reviews urban 
patterns through history. He 
identified broad themes at play 
in the Pearl, drawing on urban 
planning history and particular-
ly Lewis Mumford, the histori-

27th Annual Community Awards night
Honoring Tiffany Hammer, Chuck Duffy, Aubrey Russell, Ken Unkeles, Sally Mize,  

Stephen Kafoury, We Heart Portland, Bob Weinstein, Larry Kojaku , Bill Welch
Saturday, Oct. 15, 6 p.m., Redfox Commons, 2638 NW Wilson St., complimentary food & beverages. See p. 11

What if the fire fighters fall off the trail and can’t get there?

Cont’d on page 6
Fire Lane 1, which is supposed to be wide enough for a 
pickup, is constricted in points less than 4 feet.
Portland Fire & Rescue photo

Portland firefighters survey 
the section of Fire Lane 1 
where an ATV rolled down the 
embankment during a patrol 
assignment.  
Portland Fire & Rescue photo

Two sides of the Pearl

Bruce Stephenson (left) and Bruce Johnson, who simultaneously wrote well-researched books on the 
Pearl District without running into each other, enact the blind men and the elephant fable at the bronze 
elephant in the North Park Blocks.  Photo by Wesley Mahan
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503-781-3366

The Dan Volkmer Team
Dan Volkmer PrinciPal broker 

burDean barTlem, kishra oTT, marDi DaVis & FriTz benz brokers

licenseD in The sTaTe oF oregon 

Specializing in Historic & Architecturally Significant Homes

See  our  webs i te  a t  www.danvolkmer.com

I was absolutely stunned by the level of 
expertise your team brought to table. 
Throughout the entire process — looking at 

numerous properties, the offer, the sequence 
of events thereafter — it was all handled with 
incredible diligence and professionalism. I felt 
very taken care of and consulted and overall, in 
great hands the entire time.

Thank you again for everything, Dan. I hope 
the opportunity will come where I can call upon 
you and your team once again to sell and buy 
once more.

Given the choice I would work with no other 
team other than yours.

— Freddy

“

”

DiamonDs: Timeless, DisTincTive, BeauTiful
iT’s like finDing a Treasure chesT full of gems

in PorTlanD’s souThwesT hills

feels like san francisco’s Pacific heighTs

1703 SW Montgomery Drive
It is hard to remember another house so full of architectural detail. It seems that no 
expense was spared when building this house for Dr. A. J. Geisy and his wife Ida in 
1929 by architects Higgins and Biederman of A.E. Doyle’s firm.
The dramatic peaked entry, Gothic lantern light fixtures, klinker brick, and 
decorative timber elements combine to create an exceptional English Tudor exterior.
The home’s signature motif, the diamond, lends a romantic allure and accents 
many leaded glass and diamond-pane windows, custom wrought iron and fireplace 
trim. Intricate millwork graces the walls, enhancing the windows, doorways, and 
built-in bookcases. Oak floors are accented with inlay around the border. A bank of leaded glass windows is flanked by two French doors; a built-in 
china cabinet has leaded glass doors to display collections and treasures.
Also used repeatedly throughout the house are arches: they are found in doorways, hallways, insets, art niches, window shapes, pocket doors and 
French doors. An updated kitchen embraces the era and original butler’s pantry still shines with original tile, fixtures and cupboards.
Downstairs is a family/media room that was meticulously designed by AIA Architect Richard Woodling in 2014. It feels like it has always been there.
City house with Mt. St. Helens, Mt. Adams and Mt. Hood views. Walking distance to Ainsworth School and Washington Park.
4 bedrooms, 31/2 baths + den/library, sunroom and family/media room with kitchenette/wet bar. 4,560 Sq. Ft., RMLS #22315115. $1,695,000

2125 NW 33rd Avenue
A refuge from the city, this well-loved home sits on a big lot 
verdant with flowers, fruit and veggies. Extravagantly sized 
front deck laden with jasmine and trailing plants is perfection 
for outdoor entertaining or relaxing of an evening. Abundant 
Craftsman detailing in the interior is a testament to the 
artisans of 1913. Unfinished basement and attic present 
possibilities. House is being sold as-is and is just waiting for 
its next adventure.
3 bedrooms, bonus, 2 baths, 2,632 Sq. Ft., carport/driveway. 
RMLS #22356386 $650,000.

A BOOst stArt For Your CreAtive energY
1913 Craftsman Garden Oasis in Willamette Heights

2737 SW 1st Avenue
Is it 1894 or 2022? Lovingly restored with all today’s 
amenities, but with a tip of a hat to the essence of 
Victoriana. Two flats make the home perfect for an 
owner-occupied duplex with off-street parking and a 
shared patio surrounded by mature plantings. Each unit 
is flavored with natural wood trim; wainscoting and 
fir flooring is highlighted by light walls and big, sunny 
windows. Stained glass sparkles over windows and 
doors, ornate millwork frames built-ins and banisters 
and an updated kitchen finished in a period feel 
makes this home a dream come true for a historian or 
Victorian lover. Lair Hill area means close to downtown 
with biking, walking and bus line access.
2 units, 1,033 Sq. Ft. each with 2 bedrooms and one 
full bath, 2 off-street parking places. RMLS #22696966 
$770,000.

there is no BOOgYmAn — Just the 
ghost oF ArChiteCture PAst

Immaculate Restoration of a Victorian Duplex 
in Lair Hill

2334 NW Northrup Street
Art and elegance reign supreme in this transitional 
1908 Arts and Crafts meets Craftsman home where a 
remarkable collection of original architectural details 
remain intact — from hardware, to millwork and pocket 
and French doors. Over the last 30+ years the home has 
been lovingly updated with a circular floor plan that 
accommodates today’s living — from grand entertaining to 
informal gatherings. Family room, offices, work spaces, art 
studio and full functional basement space allow a plethora 
of possibilities. Lemonade porch, fenced back patio and 
deck. Walk everywhere! Location, location, location!
4 bedrooms, 3 full & one ½ baths, 6,336 Sq. Ft., 2-car 
garage, wood fireplace. RMLS  #22399299 $1,450,000.

BOO-YAh!!! the PerFeCt house 
DisCovereD

The Aura of Arts and Crafts Haunts a 
Craftsman in the NW Alphabet District

2010 NE 10th Avenue
This is no ordinary townhouse. A true Craftsman with 
luxury finishes and detailing that is a must see. Intricately 
detailed woodwork, cherry inlaid floors, maple built-ins, 
finishes and refinement that make it far and above the 
average. With 3 ensuite bedrooms and a lower level that 
has potential as an ADU with a separate entrance — the 
home is ideal for extended family or hosting friends. 
Open living room/great room, 2 decks and a garden patio 
with hot tub make entertaining possibilities endless. The 
Irvington neighborhood is fun for walking, riding, and 
being close to it all.
3 bedrooms, 3 full & one ½ baths, 2 gas fireplaces, 2,961 
Sq. Ft. RMLS #22054333 $799,900.

ClAssiC luxurY 2008 townhome is  
not the BOObY-Prize

Irvington With the Psyche of Traditional 
Elegance is a True Winner

1942 SW Montgomery Drive
Perfect privacy and understated elegance offers the finest in 
residential living to be found in Portland Heights. Once you’ve 
reached the gate and the front door comes into view, you feel 
you’ve entered a very private world that is serene and beautiful. 
New infrastructure, systems and surfaces blend harmoniously 
with the classic design style of 1900 Portland Heights. Four 
recently refinished floors of impeccable craftsmanship 
flow seamlessly together offering a modern, carefree living 
experience.
5 bedrooms, 4½ baths, 6,424 Sq. Ft., two-car attached garage 
and wine cellar, ADU with 1 bedroom, 1 bath with private 
laundry and separate entrance, 11,200 Sq. Ft. lot with private 
auto access, heated pool, outdoor kitchen and easy access to 
downtown and NW. RMLS #22618716 $3,750,000.

BOOtYliCious whiDDen AnD lewis —  
the sPirit oF PerFeCtion

2022 Standards of Living in a Pristine Portland 
Heights English Manor
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Work with citizens
It’s too bad that the geniuses at the Oregon Depart-
ment of Transportation can’t figure out a way to 
work with We Heart Portland and neighborhood 
associations instead of against them [“Which scene is 
unsafe?” October 2022]

If there’s any hope for this city, it’s for individuals 
and organizations to band together to make a positive 

difference. It is not to keep telling us why we can’t 
accomplish great things.

I travel past the intersection at 14th and West Burn-
side at least three days a week. Before We Heart, the 
city would do sweeps there and before too long, the 
campers would always return. 

I couldn’t believe it when I saw the corner was 
cleaned up, bark dust was put down, signs were post-
ed to keep out AND it actually worked. The campers 
did not return. 

Several days later, the signs were down, then the 
stakes removed. Then I saw your article explaining 
what had happened. I haven’t been past that corner 
in a couple of weeks now, but I am expecting the 
worst. Thank you, ODOT, for implementing a plan 
that does not work.

Mel Hart
SW Fifth Ave.

BY ALLAN CLASSEN   |   EDITOR & PUBLISHER

I have never before devoted three 
consecutive columns to the same 
subject, yet here I am writing again 

about Portland’s charter reform mea-
sure, which is not even a strictly neigh-
borhood issue. 

I remain focused on this ballot measure 
because it would dramatically under-
cut authentic grass-roots democracy in 
form, function and philosophy. While 
local neighborhood associations would 
be particularly affected, the ramifica-
tions would cut deep into every level of 
our city.

Nothing reflecting this magnitude 
was squarely addressed by the Char-
ter Commission that drafted it, and 
therefore media coverage and public 
understanding of the proposal has often 
been boiled down to a few cliches and 
memes that hide the stakes. 

Creators of the Nov. 8 ballot measure 
embodied zero-sum thinking: that for 
any group of citizens to get their “fair 
share” of political power they have to 
wrest it from those who hold too much 
power. “Traditionally underserved” 
groups—who by definition are in the 
minority—cannot gain political power 
in a system of majority rule if one 
assumes that all sectors vote according 
to their identity or demographic groups.

This approach opposes classical liberal 
and democratic theory, in which debate 
and compromise seek the best result 
for all and where differences in race or 
creed are things to overcome rather than 
wedges to divide us. 

Many feel that replacing our antiquated 
commission form of government is so 
paramount that any alternative would 
be preferable, and the sooner it can be 
accomplished the better. Few get into 
the weeds about the exact mechanisms 
of the ballot measure, but many assume 
imperfections can be amended later.

I disagree with that optimistic assump-
tion. This charter would entrench inter-
est groups and partisan cells in a way 
that would later block reform. After 109 
years and seven failed referendums, 

some think changing our commission 
form was nearly insurmountable. The 
new system could be even more diffi-
cult to amend. 

This proposal includes three-member 
voting districts in which gaining 25 per-
cent of the vote could be sufficient to 
win a seat. Incumbents always having a 
huge advantage over newcomers in local 
races, they could easily finish in the top 
three in their district, even if unpopu-
lar, holding office perennially. 

That was the assessment of Terry Har-
ris, who moved to Portland from Bal-
timore, which had such a system until 
2002.

“Making getting someone in easy makes 
getting someone out hard,” said Harris, 

who warned the Portland Charter Com-
mission repeatedly to no avail about his 
experience with multi-member districts.

Incumbents who could not be elected in 
any other system would fight mightily 
to preserve their only path to power. 
Twelve commissioners, their staffs and 
groups benefiting from zero-sum con-
flict could raise a powerful “army” to 
oppose further amendment.

Rejecting the charter measure on Nov. 
8 need not delay reform. A majority of 
City Council appears open to putting a 
straightforward restructuring on the bal-
lot next year, and it could be in place 
by 2024, the same year the Charter 
Commission’s version is set to go into 
effect. The commission’s version is so 

complex, in fact, that it may take con-
siderably longer to enact.  There is no 
need to rush toward a risky or little-un-
derstood solution. 

The proposal before us in November 
was designed to allow the widest possi-
ble range of voices to be heard. The best 
hope that such a choir of disjointed, 
untrained voices would harmonize for 
the good of the city is through strong 
leadership, and that element has been 
written out of this proposal. The mayor 
would be allowed to vote only in cases 
of a tie. A city crying out for leadership 
and competence would have the weak-
est mayor—or conductor, if you will—
imaginable. This is a plan for cacopho-
ny, not common purpose. n

 Cont’d on page 5

Hotel Charter Reform: Incumbents never leave

“Isn’t the conductor asleep?” 

         “It’s OK, he’s just a tie-breaker.”
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Paul Duchene
Paul Scott Duchene, 
who lived in the 
Northwest District 
about 10 years, died 
Sept. 4 after an acci-
dental fall at age 74. 
He was born July 29, 
1948, in Beckenham, 

England. He was educated in England, 
where he worked as a journalist for sev-
eral publications. After moving to the 
United States, he worked at the Tri-City 
Herald in Washington for 10 years and 
for 20 years at The Oregonian, where he 
was the automotive editor and helped 
create the A&E arts section. He also 
worked at the Portland Tribune, KPAM 
radio and Sports Car Market magazine. 
He had been writing for Hagerty’s Driv-
er’s Club Magazine since 2009. He is 
survived by his wife, Sherry Lamoreaux; 
brother, Philippe; sister, Elise Way; 
children, Eleanor Duchene Sivertsen, 
Stewart Duchene, and Nathan Samuel 
Duchene; and former wives, Carol Ann 
Moore, Julia Anderson and Jenny 
Duchene.

John ‘Mike’ Garvey
John Michael Garvey, 
a former Northwest 
Portland resident and 
business owner, died 
Aug. 8 of prostate 
cancer at age 68. Gar-
vey was born Nov. 9, 
1953, in Portland. He 

grew up in Southwest Portland and 
graduated from Wilson High School. He 
joined the Portland Police Bureau in 
1977 as a radio dispatcher and rose to 
Central Precinct commander before 
retiring 2005. He was the bureau’s first 
openly gay male officer. He lived in the 
Northwest District for many years and 
later in the Pearl District. He brief 
owned a sports apparel shop on North-
west 23rd Avenue. After retirement, he 
became a real estate broker. He and life 

partner Randy Gale moved to Washing-
ton, D.C., and then to Redwood City, 
Calif. He was president of JUSTIS, a 
nonprofit benefiting families of fallen 
officers. He is survived by his sisters, 
Ann Schray and Mary Garvey; and 
brothers, Tony and Mark. A celebration 
of life will be held Wednesday, Oct. 12, 
4-6 p.m., at Portland Golf Club, 5900 
SW Scholls Ferry Road.

Bobby Weinstock
Bobby Weinstock, a Northwest Portland 
resident since 1980, died Aug 31 of 
cancer at age 68.  Weinstock was born 
May 5, 1954, in Philadelphia. He stud-
ied psychology at Clark University in 
Worcester, Mass., and as a graduate stu-
dent at Emory University in Atlanta. In 
1980, he moved to Portland, where he 
worked in social services for 40 years. 
He worked at Northwest Pilot Project 
since 1989, advocating for affordable 
housing. He is survived by his wife, 
Ann Augustine; sister, Sue; and broth-
er, Richard.  A celebration of life will 
be held Sunday, Oct. 23, 1 p.m., at the 
Aladdin Theater, 3017 SE Milwaukie 
Ave. 

Natalie Ettlin
Natalie Ettlin, a long-
time resident of 
Northwest Thurman 
Street, died Aug. 30 at 
age 93. Natalie Grif-
fiths was born April 
23, 1929, in Portland. 
She attended Russell-

ville Grade School, graduated from 
Gresham High School in 1947 and 
received bachelor’s and master’s degrees 
from Portland State University in 1965 
and 1972. She worked as a certified 
high school counselor for 24 years. She 
married Alois O. Ettlin in 1948, and 
they raised seven sons. They also adopt-
ed four children and had several foster 
children. She volunteered at the Francis 
Center for many years. She was prede-

ceased by her husband, Alois; sons, 
Peter, Michael, Karl, Erik and Mark; 
brother, Lauren Griffiths. She is sur-
vived by her sons, Hans, Kurt and Rex; 
10 grandchildren; and seven great-grand-
children.

Frederica ‘Fritzi’ Frager
Frederica Margaret 
Frager, a longtime 
resident of Northwest 
Portland, died Sept. 
14 at age 79. Frederi-
ca Schultze was born 
April 13, 1943, in 
Chicago, and as a 

young child moved to Portland, where 
she attended Chapman Grade School 
and Lincoln High School, graduating in 
1961. She graduated from Portland State 
University with a degree in education. 
She was a teacher and later worked for 
Service Bureau Corp. She attended the 
First Unitarian Church for more than 20 
years. She married Floyd Wittman and 
had two children, Emily and Paul. After 
her divorce, she married Larry Frager in 
1980. They had two children, Neil and 
Christopher. 

Patrick A. Graneto
Patrick A. Graneto, a longtime Cedar 
Mill resident, died Aug. 5 after suf-
fering a heart attack at age 84. He was 
born in Brooklyn, N.Y., on May 27, 
1938. He graduated from The Citadel 
military college in Charleston, S.C. He 
worked in the garment industry in New 
York, becoming a retail buyer for the 
Lane Bryant apparel chain. He joined 
Meier & Frank Co., which transferred 
him to Portland, and he later became 
a lumber broker for Brojack Lumber 
Co. in Pennsylvania. He coached the 
Milltown Soccer Club and directed a 
Y Indian Guides chapter in the Beaver-
ton area. He married Dorothy “Katie” 
Sonnemann in 1963. He is survived by 
his wife, Katie; sons, Todd and Douglas; 
and three grandchildren.

Dr. Nick Drakos
Nick Drakos, a Northwest Portland res-
ident since 1990, died Aug. 1 at age 73. 
He was born in Toledo, Ohio, on Sept. 
17, 1948. He graduated with a degree in 
philosophy from the University of Wis-
consin. He received a medical degree 
from the University of Cincinnati in 
1979 and a degree in psychiatry from 
the University of Louisville in 1987. 
He was director of community psychi-
atry at Life Spring Community Mental 
Health in Jeffersonville, Ind., for 28 
years. He moved in 1989 to Portland, 
where he practiced psychiatry at the 
Garlington Center, Clackamas County 
Mental Health and the Native Ameri-
can Rehabilitation Association before 
retiring in 2015. He is survived by his 
partner of 37 years, Carole Morse; her 
son, Geoffrey Verderosa; sister, Elaine; 
and brothers David and Paul.

Death Notices
William C. laWrenCe iii, 88, 1951 
graduate of Lincoln High School.

Peter Brix, 86, member of Arlington 
Club and Multnomah Athletic Club.

William Perrin, 56, attended Ainsworth 
Elementary School.

Sharon Beall, 83, attended Lincoln 
High School.

John hoWard, 96, member of Trinity 
Episcopal Cathedral.

andrea linea hallin, 66, Northwest 
Portland resident.

donald York, 91, taught at Lincoln 
High School.

riChard keller, 93, member of Mult-
nomah Athletic Club and Arlington 
Club.

ronald SChultz, 68, grew up on North-
west Springville Road.
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Readers Reply continued from page 3 

Get out of the way
It always amazes me that city and state 
agencies don’t want to do the work, but 
when someone else steps in and accom-
plishes something, they want to critique 
the work that is done. It’s time for city 
and state governments to get out of the 
way of progress.

Thank you, Allan Classen: great story.

Char Pennie
SE 105th Ave.

Ludicrous position
ODOT’s position on fences is ludicrous. 
I try not to drive across Portland, but 
over the past three years I have had 
people from homeless camps suddenly 
run across the freeway in front of my 
car four times: once where the Interstate 
405 turns 90 degrees to enter the tun-
nel, once on an east side on ramp to the 
Fremont Bridge; once on the 90 degree 
turn from Oregon 217 to Barnes Road; 
and lastly, a few weeks ago, amidst a lot 
of traffic, a man in an apparent mental 
crisis was walking in the middle of four 
lanes where Interstate 84 turns into 
Interstate 5.

I thought that Mayor Ted Wheeler had 
proclaimed that no homeless camps 
would be allowed on the verges of free-
ways.

Joane Forsstrom
NW Big Fir Court

Thanks for memories
Thank you so much for writing about 
Elysian Garden [“No going back,” 
August 2022]. I had some very happy 
times there. It certainly was a lovely 
community.

It was great to see the photos of the 
interesting old characters. (I don’t know 
where you got my witch pictures.)

When I moved in there was a young 
married couple who were producing a 
newspaper. I can’tremember the name 
of the paper, do you know?

Judith Ford
NW Northrup St.

Editor’s note: The couple included 
Mary Korloff, the last publisher of The 
Neighbor. The Neighbor was founded in 
1975 by Bud Clark and was published 
until about 1997.

1022 NW Marshall Street #450 Portland OR  |  (503) 226-6361  |  paulsoncoletti.com

personal injury
wrongful death
product liability

medical malpractice 
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www.esautoworks.com
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FALL ISFALL IS
HERE!HERE!

Notably, fire department records pro-
vided to the Examiner do not mention 
the rollover. When questioned, PP&R 
Public Education Officer Kim Kosmas 
revealed that there were “no injuries, 
minimal ATV damage” from the acci-
dent. She did not mention an email in 
which she wrote that the rollovers do 
not include “several near misses” on the 
lower section of Fire Lane 1.

Portland Parks & Recreation was more 
forthright about the breadth of the problem.

“I spoke to several members of Port-
land Fire & Rescue who reached out 
to share their concern with me today,” 
PP&R Natural Areas Supervisor Kendra 
Petersen-Morgan wrote in an email on 
April 13, 2021.

“Eric Pedersen, battalion chief, con-
tacted me to share that they rolled an 
ATV off Fire Lane 1 last night in the 
dark while responding to the fire. Fortu-
nately, no one was injured, but he stated 
that PF&R will no longer patrol this area 
during fire season as it is not safe for 
them to do so. The road is narrowed in 
multiple locations due to erosion and 
from unaddressed landslides and surface 
runoff from a lack of culverts. 

“They have identified this safety con-
cern to us for years, and we have not had 
the resources to address it. This is the 
third time they have lost an ATV over 
the edge of Fire Lane 1 in the past year. 
They will continue to respond to fire in 
the area but cannot include Fire Lane 1 
in their regular patrols.”

The alert ignited cooperation between 
the two bureaus. 

PF&R Policy Advisor Aaron Johnson 
emailed the bureau’s community con-
nect manager, Karly Edwards, “Whatever 
you can do to help in getting parks to 
improve access to Forest Park would 
be a huge help. … Parks is aware of our 

needs, but it sounds like they’re rather 
low on their list of priorities.

Edwards then emailed Derek Bradley, 
the policy advisor to Fire Commissioner 
Jo Ann Hardesty. 

“Would you mind communicating 
with Commissioner [Carmen] Rubio’s 
office [about] fire’s concerns? We recent-
ly had a firefighter injured because the 
fire lanes in Forest Park are in desperate 
need of maintenance. Anything they can 
do to help lift this issue as a priority 
would be much appreciated.”

Later that month, parks crews cleared 
brush along the fire lane. In May, fire and 
parks bureau staff walked the fire lane 
and documented the corrective action 
needed. Ten sites along the fire lane 
where there was not at least four feet 
of clearance, the minimum clearance 
required by ATVs. (The minimum stan-
dard for graveled fire lanes is 12 feet, 
according to the Forest Park Natural 
Resources Management Plan.)

“The above work is a short-term solu-
tion to get better access this summer,” 
wrote Robin Laughlin, capital renova-
tions manager for PP&R.

Ultimately, Laughlin recommended a 
much larger project to build a 12-foot-
wide stable road bed to accommodate 
brush trucks, estimated to cost $2.4 mil-
lion.

PP&R went for the short-term fix, con-
tracting with T Edge Construction Inc. for 
$23,000 to clear and level the lane for ATV 
access. The work was done that June.

Petersen-Morgan was thrilled with the 
progress.

“This is an example of what we can 
do when we work together,” she wrote 
to her bureau colleagues. “The transfor-
mation on the site is significant and will 
be long-lasting, improving not only fire 
access but also the recreation experience.

“Our team has been struggling with 

A fire burned an area described as about 50 feet by 150 feet near Fire Lane 1 last year. 
 Portland Fire & Rescue photo

Fire Lane 1 climbs steeply from the new Forest Park entry at Northwest St. Helens Road 
and Kittridge Avenue and extends about a mile before connecting to the park’s trail  
system. Portland Fire & Rescue image

“This is the third time they have 
lost an ATV over the edge of Fire 

Lane 1 in the past year” 
– Kentra Petersen-Morgan, Portland 

Parks & Recreation supervisor

"Forest Park Fire” cont'd from page 1
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this site for years and has not had the tools and 
resources to make the improvements that were 
necessary,” she reminded.

On June 10, Laughlin added, “We walked Fire 
Lane 1 with PF&R today and they are very happy 
with the change and feel they can get safe ATV 
access for the upcoming fire season.”

Or not. 

According to emails from Kosmas, on Aug. 
18 there was another rollover on the supposedly 
fixed fire lane. PF&R Safety Chief John Deer told 
the Examiner the driver was patrolling in an ATV 
when he should have been on foot in keeping with 
the department policy declared after the April 
fires. Asked why another accident would happen 
in a low-stress situation on a recently reconstruct-
ed fire lane, he speculated that perhaps the lane 
had degraded in the intervening month.

But late last month, Kosmas said the incident 
date she provided earlier was incorrect, and the 
accident actually happened on Aug. 18, 2020, 

long before the repair work.

Johnson promised to provide records to verify 
the earlier date, but he required a formal records 
request that was not fulfilled in time for this edi-
tion of the Examiner.

As for the more permanent work to make 
Fire Lane 1 adequate for not only ATVs but fire 
trucks, that may be a longer wait.

“Portland Parks & Recreation has been work-
ing on a capital improvement project along Fire 
Lane 1 at the new Forest Park entrance since 
2021 to improve drainage and connect it to the 
new parking area,” said Mark Ross, spokesperson 
for PP&R. 

There is no schedule for the prospective bond 
measure. 

No repairs to severe ruts or obscured drop-offs 
at the trail’s edge made in the past year were evi-
dent on a walk of the fire lane Sept. 25. n

A flash of lightning or downed power line could start a fire 
in Forest Park. But recent experience indicates humans are the 
most likely cause.

Of eight fires responses in the park reported by Portland 
Parks & Recreation from 2015-2021 (some not involving a 
response from Portland Fire & Rescue), three were associated 
with homeless encampments. All appeared to be set intention-
ally by unknown sources and most were in the vicinity of Fire 
Lane 1.

Two brush fires in close proximity were set the night of 
April 12-13, 2021. The first one scorched an area about 200 feet 
wide and “originated from a houseless camp in the area,” 
according to Portland Parks & Recreation Natural Areas Super-
visor Kendra Petersen-Morgan.

A railroad worker saw the flames and called the fire depart-
ment, Petersen-Morgan wrote in an email. 

About an hour later, a second brush and tree fire erupted 
“about 500 yards from the previous fire.” Again, firefighters 
extinguished the fire but were unable to determine its cause, 
as no witnesses were on the scene. 

“I am very concerned that we are already having fires on 
site before fire season has begun,” Petersen-Morgan wrote in 
an email the following day.

Her immediate reaction was assuring that “park rangers will 
provide follow-up patrols to this area and work with HUCIRP 
[Homeless and Urban Camping Impact Reduction Program] 
about cleanup of debris.”

In June, she wrote that the area had “high fire risk, given 
the vegetation composition, slope, aspect and also potential 
fire sources from camping in the area.”

The last factor seemed to trouble her the most.

“Unfortunately, a rather large group of campers stayed on 
site and has been there for over a year in this location. They 
have multiple structures that are readily visible from Highway 
30,” Petersen-Morgan wrote. 

“I understand the city’s approach to camping right now 
… [but] I believe we received a call to action from these fires 
last night in Forest Park. I would like to request that we have 
a no-tolerance policy for camping in this high-fire risk zone for 
the health of people (housed and unhoused) and the park.

“I am deeply worried about the health and well-being of the 
individuals living in this high fire risk area. I am deeply worried 
about the future of Forest Park,” she concluded.

In July, PP&R staff and contractors set about repairing and 
clearing the nearby fire lane, but were stalled for a month by 
the presence of an “aggressive camper … in the area of Fire 
Lane 1 who has a machete who is refusing to leave. … Rangers 
have had multiple contacts with this person,” according to 
Petersen-Morgan. “We have several obligations in this area, 
which have been deferred due to the potential risk associated 
with this camper.”

 –Allan Classen

Homeless camps at 
center for fire danger 
in Forest Park

Above: Fire Lane 1 hugs a hillside that has steep drop-offs, and it narrows to less than 4 feet in places.
Portland Fire & Rescue photo

Office HOurs:                                           
Weekdays  10:00am - 4:00pm 
appOintments Gladly scHeduled!

Enjoy thE ConvEniEnCE of  SEnior Living!2020 nW northrup StrEEt
portLand, orEgon  97209  
503.225.0677
WWW.tHeuniOnmanOrs.OrG

no CoStLy Buy-inS or  appLiCation fEES
rEnt SuBSidiES avaiLaBLE/inComE LimitS appLy

Marshall Union Manor
 retireMent living for seniors 62 years or older

Marshall Union Manor has been 
part of Northwest Portland for more 
than 40 years. Our residents enjoy 
the ease and diversity of urban 
living. For residents with cars we 
have off street parking, but many of 
our seniors prefer to utilize the city 
bus or the street car which stops 
just outside our building. We offer 
a beauty/barber shop, community 
vegetable garden, in-house library, 
and numerous clubs and activities. 
Enjoy Retirement to its fullest!

affOrdable Quality retirement livinG
Studio & onE-BEdroom apartmEntS



Northwest Examiner, OCTOBER 2022  /   nwexaminer.com8

 Going Out

4th Saturday CleanUp
Oct 22, 9am–10am: help pick up litter in our neighborhood; sponsored by SOLVE. 

Check out our website for more info or email info@nwportlandhostel.com.  

Every Tuesday 
5pm – 6pm

Live Music for Kids & Families 
in our covered courtyard

TRIVIA NIGHT
Every  Wednesd ay

7p m – 9pm

Great scratch made menu, and 12 local beers, 
ciders and kombucha on tap

7am – 11pm  every day 
www.hostelcafepdx.com

1810 NW Glisan St 
503-417-8143     #pdxhostelcafe

Nob Hill Bar & Grill
937 NW 23rd Avenue • 503-274-9616
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NOBBY NEWS
 

BURGER
COUNT
1,291,589

Enter your name for a monthly drawing.
This month’s burger winner is Angel Guzman.

Omen or quackery?
It was a pleasant morning 

at the Nob Hill Bar & Grill. 
Greg, full-time fill-in fry 

cook and taco folder, was man-
ning the grill when something 
caught his eye on the melted 
butter dish. It seemed the sur-
face of the heated butter had 
swirled into the shape of a 
duck!

Everyone knows Nobbys is a 
duck bar, with no bigger fan 
than Greg.

Greg was frightened. His poor 
betting record was legendary. 
Was this a good omen for the U 
of O or a sinister warning?

Throwing caution to the wind, 
Greg reached for the phone and 
put another $20 on his beloved 
Ducks! 

Time will tell if this was a 
vagary of warming butter or 
just sheer quackery.

By Gerry J. Greeve

Bethany’s Table chef/owner Janet 
O’Connor was raised in the hills 
of the southern Willamette Val-

ley, milking goats and plucking ducks 
near Dancing Deer Mountain outside 
the village of Cheshire, population 329. 
A trip to Paris with her father when 
she was 17 stirred her passions for all 
things European. That led to training 
at Le Cordon Bleu and time in Switzer-
land.

O’Connor remembers dining on a 
risotto with milk-braised pork in a 
village near Verona, Italy, in a tiny 
restaurant with a single waiter who 
spoke no English. She still calls it her 
favorite meal.

O’Connor brought her pan-European 
culinary experience back to Oregon, 
where she worked at several of Port-
land’s best-known restaurants before 
opening her restaurant in Bethany’s 
commercial core.

She has plenty of support. Her hus-
band, David Bowles, can seemingly 
solve any problem, whether business, 

mechanical, structural or technical. 
When Bethany’s Table opened, they 
were cooking on an electric griddle. He 
carried out a complete renovation of 
the kitchen last month. He also brought 
a recipe for naturally fermented 
David’s Bread, something he picked up 
at San Francisco’s Tartine Bakery. 

The restaurant is now a four-gener-
ation family affair, daughters and sons 
cooking or working, baby grandchil-
dren providing some laughs and Dad 
pitching in washing dishes from time 
to time.

On a recent visit with my wife, 
Margo, we kicked off our evening 
with their “board menu” — appetizers 
including chicken mousse, duck ril-
lettes, pistachio pate, cheeses, sausag-
es, jams and homemade pickled veg-
etables on a large cutting board with 
crackers and bruschetta.  

The restaurant has several separated 
eating areas, lending to a calm atmo-
sphere without crowding. Wine racks 
and a wine cellar mural lend a feel of 
timeless European dining to a relative-
ly new building. There are plenty of 

Rustic roots lead to  Europe and back
Four-generation Bethany’s 
Table makes international 
statement

Above: The front door of 
Bethany’s Table declares it 

is a “neighborhood freestyle 
bistro.”

Right: Clams are on the 
extensive seafood menu.

Photos Gerry J. Greeve

Chef/owner Janet O’Connor relishes her time “on the line.”
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HISTORIC
OFFICES
FOR LEASE

503.223.2200
Jim Brunke 
Real Estate

The Overton Center 
1308 NW 20th 

The Gadsby 
1306 NW Hoyt Street 

Rustic roots lead to  Europe and back

seats on the surrounding covered deck.

A “marketplace” section evokes the 
feel of a French market café. One can 
purchase soups or dishes and breads to 
bake at home. On a recent visit, six fla-
vors of soups—including carrot ginger, 
Italian sausage and orzo, potato leek, 
and chicken and mushroom—were 
available. There are sauces, pastas and 
full meals, such as brisket macaroni 
and cheese.

The menu has an international slant: 
Brie or homemade burrata cheese with 
local nuts and fruits, grilled Mexican 
corn, hearty New York steak smothered 
in mushrooms and fried onions and 
multiple fresh fish brought in daily. 

We were captivated by a number of 
standout items from Spain and Italy: 
Chicken Marsala was a deliciously 
tender breast floating on a rich, deep-
browned, porcini mushroom wine 
sauce. It has hints of nuts and dried 
fruit from the Sicilian Marsala.

On days when paella is a special, 
you will be greeted with a cornucopia 

of saffron rice potentially topped with 
mussels, clams, octopus, peppers, 
cherry tomatoes, chicken, chorizo and 
more.

For dessert, try butterscotch pud-
ding with peanut brittle or perhaps 
homemade ice cream. 

O’Connor is proud of her Bolog-
nese sauce, a preparation learned in 
a school in Bologna. She also loves 
a simple roasted chicken. For a spe-
cial dinner, she would start with a 
caprese salad, then a juicy ribeye with 
no sauce, mashed fingerling potatoes, 
asparagus and corn on the cob. 

The impressive 21-page wine list 
features choices from France, Italy 
and Northwest regions. Wines by the 
glass include a light and flavorful nero 
d’avola red and a rich, complex dry 
catarratto, both from Sicily.

Bethany’s Table
15325 NW Central Drive

bethanystable.com
503-614-0267

PLAYFUL PET 
EXPERTS FOR 

OVER 30 YEARS.

503.928.6151
2680 NW THURMAN ST.

NWNEIGHBORHOODVET.COM

Finishing touches 
are applied to a 
dish of Chicken 
Marsala.

Tired of paying for 
parking, insurance, vehicle 

maintenance, and gas?

We’ve got you covered!
Sell your car and we’ll give you a FREE Transportation 

Wallet PLUS*, which includes $330 in car-share credits 

from Free2Move!

Each Transportation Wallet PLUS includes:

$175 TriMet Hop Card

Annual Portland Streetcar Pass
($440 value)

$99 BIKETOWN Credits 

$30 E-Scooter Credits

$330 Free2Move Car-share Credits

*This is an exclusive offer for residents of the Northwest Parking District.

TRANSPORTATIONWALLET.COM

Brought to you by:

A $1075
value!
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PRESS BLOCKS
The second of The Oregonian’s printing build-
ings on a block bordered by Southwest 16th, 
17th, Yamhill and Taylor is being demolished in 
preparation for the next element of the Press 
Blocks complex. Earlier plans announced in 
2017 called for a 23-story tower with 337 resi-
dential units on this block.

NORTHWEST NEIGHBORHOOD  
CULTURAL CENTER
A design-advice session regarding the Northwest Neighborhood Cultural Center 
property at 1819 NW Everett St., will be held Monday, Oct. 10, at 1:30 p.m., on-
line. Founders Development Co. of Las Vegas intends to remodel the national 
landmark and build a hotel on the quarter-block parking lot. A link to the meeting 
will be available at portland.gov/bds/landmarks. 

RIVERPLACE 
Design advice has been requested for the first phase of the RiverPlace Master 
Plan. The project would include a 30-story tower with 385 residential units on 
the site of the former RiverPlace Athletic Club at South Montgomery Street and 
Harbor Way.

MEIER MANSION
Multnomah Athletic Club has requested approval to 
demolish the 1900 Meier Mansion at 852 SW 21st 
Ave., which was last occupied in about 2007 by Plain-
fields Mayur Indian restaurant. A 120-day demolition 
delay is required due to the building’s classification 
as a Rank III historic resource. There are no plans for 
the site, but the structure has been described as an 
attractive nuisance.

THE PHILIP
The earlier proposal for a 23-story tower on the Hon-
eyman Hardware block has been scaled down to 11 
floors and 199 living units. The rescaling was dictated 
by the Historic Landmarks Commission to preserve the 
Bindery Building and the developers’ goal of maximizing 
structured parking. The Pearl District Neighborhood As-
sociation bemoaned the changes as eliminating nearly 
100 needed housing units while over-accommodating 
auto use. 
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Saturday,  
Oct. 15 

Doors open 6pm  

Ceremony 7pm   

Redfox 
Commons

2638 NW Wilson St

Honoring 10 individuals who have made life in our community better

2022 Major Sponsors  
Dan Volkmer Team  •  Dunken Group

Other sponsors: 

Chown Hardware • Downtown Self Storage • Hoyt Street Properties • Pearl District Neighborhood Assoc.

NW District Assoc. • Karen Kelsall • Bristol Equities • Wendy Rahm •  Walter Weyler

Complimentary beverages & snacks
All are invited — Free

27th Annual NW Examiner 
Community Awards

Recognizing:
Tiffany Hammer • Chuck Duffy
Aubrey Russell • Ken Unkeles 
Sally Mize • Stephen Kafoury

We Heart Portland • Bill Welch 
Bob Weinstein • Larry Kojaku
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www.eyepromiseoptical.org
1010 NW 22nd Ave. #144
Portland, OR 97210
(503) 413-6201
Park in one of the Legacy 
Good Samaritan garages
(we are in Building 2) and 
we can validate parking!
M–F 9am–4pm

YOUR SOURCE 
for new and

vintage 
eyewear

BUY LOCAL HELP LOCAL

Your purchase provides vision services to Oregonians in 
need through the Oregon Lions Sight & Hearing Foundation

FRIDAY COMMUNITY NIGHTS— 
FUN FOR EVERY AGE!

Enjoy different fun and creative activities while creating 
community. Everyone is welcome! 
Upcoming activities: 

September 2: Clay Building (Part 1)
September 9: Game Night
September 16: Clay Building (Part 2)
September 23: Community Quotes

To RSVP: (503) 228-4391 or frontdesk@fhpdx.org 
6–8pm | Fridays | Free

Friendly House: 1737 NW 26th Ave.
www.fhpdx.org
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an, urbanist and writer from New York 
who produced a general plan for the 
Portland region in 1939.

The preface is titled “Utopian Hope 
for a Dystopian Time,” noting the 
onset of COVID in June 2020 when his 
research wrapped up. 

He invokes utopia as “a good con-
cept to measure reality,” not because 
he believes it has been attained in the 
Pearl. Still, he feels Portland has come 
closer to the ideal than most Ameri-
can cities, while providing a model for 
places such as Orlando, Fla., his former 
home, which has built a streetcar and 
fostered development patterns similar 
to those of the Pearl.

Stephenson praises the Pearl’s 
achievements in mobility “so an auto-
mobile is a luxury, not a necessity.” He 

also devoted chapters to its lead-
ership in affordable housing, preserv-
ing nature (notably in Tanner Springs 
Park) and the fostering of community  
connections and civic engagement. 

At Portland’s core—and the Pearl in 
particular—pursuit of “the public good 
is foremost here,” he said.

Stephenson fully embedded himself 
in the life and lifestyle of the Pearl, sell-
ing his car, getting rid of his television 
and walking miles daily in his adopted 
homeland. He serves on the Pearl Dis-
trict Neighborhood Association’s Plan-
ning and Transportation Committee and 
volunteered for years with Friends of 
Tanner Springs Park. 

In the pages, his enthusiasm for his 
neighborhood association gushes:

“Articulate and well-versed in the 
neighborhood’s design guidelines, com-
mittee members consistently look for 
win-win solutions to ensure projects 
not only fit into the neighborhood, but 
that they enhance its livability—espe-
cially in regard to the pedestrian realm.”

While that committee’s leaders have 
indeed cooperated with developers 
toward “win-win” outcomes, residents 
of the district and the association have 
on occasion mobilized in large numbers 
against unwanted development, most 
recently the proposed safe rest village 
on Northwest Naito Parkway.   

Stephenson acknowledges the Pearl’s 
current struggle with homeless encamp-
ments and crime that tarnish its current 
image: “It’s lost its luster, but it still has 
a shine.”

“The Pearl District”
Johnson’s look at the Pearl is more 

personal. He does not use footnotes. His 
sources are primarily developers, plan-
ners, artists, businesspeople and neigh-
bors he got to know during a lifetime of 
work in the city.

His account is particularly rich in 
understanding the evolving role of art 
in the Pearl District. I had read about 
Peter Jamison hundreds of times with-
out knowing the significance of his 

artistic niche, “outsider art,” in Portland 
and the country.

Johnson’s story begins in the 1970s, 
when Mayor Neil Goldschmidt unit-
ed an urban vision with a grass-roots 
awakening to produce a collaboration 
he calls “the Portland way.”

The Portland Way took root in the 
1960s and ’70s in part because corporate 
officials gave their promising managers 
the freedom to devote a day or two per 
week to serve on city boards and com-
missions. They brought idealism and 
good minds to the table for a genera-
tion until many corporate headquarters 
pulled out of the city, Johnson said.

There were times, however, when 
the Portland Way involved stepping 
outside official processes. In enacting 
the 1995 River District Plan, city leaders 
and developers “agreed we’ll drop this 
thing in from the top down” rather than 
normal channels, he said.

The Pearl District
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The Pearl District…it’s urban living at its finest… 

a treasured, urban neighborhood on the doorstep  

of Portland, Oregon’s downtown.

B

Bruce Johnson presents a historical examination of the incremental 

transformation of an old industrial-manufacturing district into a vibrant, 

revitalized, mixed-use residential community. The idea of placemaking from the 

ground up was embedded in the district’s evolution, as was the preservation of 

the historical ambiance of the neighborhood. The author, relying on research 

interviews, has woven together a chronological collection of episodic stories 

from the 1970s to 2022. The storyline portrays and documents key pivotal 

events and the individual achievements that produced an acclaimed urban 

design and renewal model other cities wanted to emulate.

Bruce Johnson nails it! This book is so exhaustively researched, even the wonky 

technical stuff is good reading. But the eyewitness intrigues with the people 

in the room where it happened, dealmakers, developers, and artists, is a hot 

buttered popcorn page-turner. Even more amazing, because it’s all true.

—Ken Unkeles, portlandartstudios.com

Bruce has done a remarkable job. The perfect guy to tell this story.

—Al Solheim, AWS Real Estate/developer

The author is a retired landscape architect and urban 

designer. Arriving in Portland in the early 1970s, he began his career 

at the architecture firm of Skidmore, Owings & Merrill. Later, from 

1984 to 1993 as a property owner and the managing partner for Hoyt 

Street Lofts, Inc., he oversaw the conversion of an old warehouse—The 

Gadsby Building—into loft living/work spaces.

www.visionsof
thepearl.com

"Two sides” cont'd from page 1

Bruce Stephenson moved 
to the Pearl in 2015 to learn 
firsthand what made this 
nationally known district 
special.

Bruce Johnson “was there at 
the beginning” of the Pearl 
District’s transformation. His 
cover photo shows a deeply 
rutted, unpaved 13th Avenue.
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1122 NW GLISAN ST. PORTLAND, OR 97209 - 503.295.7336 - EWFMODERN.COM
FURNITURE SHOWROOM | INTERIOR DESIGN SERVICES | EST. 2002

M O D U L A R  S O FA S

2420 NW Marshall Street • Portland
503.446.1080

NorthWestPlaceSeniorLiving.com

INDEPENDENT LIVING RESIDENCES

A N SRG  S E N I O R L I V IN G C O M M U N I T Y E Q UA L HOUSING OPP OR T UNI T Y

BOUTIQUE SENIOR LIVING IN A VIBRANT SETTINGBOUTIQUE SENIOR LIVING IN A VIBRANT SETTING

LunchLunch          LearnLearn 
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 13THURSDAY, OCTOBER 13THTH  • 11:30AM 11:30AM 

You’re invited to learn more about senior living 
at NorthWest Place. To make a reservation, 

please call 503.446.1080.

If you believe that the perfect place is not just about 
where it is, but about how it makes you feel, 

then NorthWest Place senior living community 
might be the perfect place for you. 

It’s where a wealth of activities, first-class cuisine, 
and attentive service live under one stylish roof 

with new friendships, new passions, new discoveries, 
new freedoms. It’s all here at NorthWest Place. 

A place built for all that makes you, you.

Live in 
your element.

“Greg [Baldwin, to whom the book is 
dedicated] was aware of the tendency in 
Portland for major development propos-
als to get mired in endless bureaucratic 
reviews and requests for program and 
design changes,” Johnson wrote. “If that 
happened, a bold idea often died a slow, 
agonizing death or ended up reduced to 
a palatable solution that was acceptable 
to the whims of a cadre of select deci-
sion-makers and interest groups.”

That did not mean ignoring legitimate 
community concerns. 

“Homer [Williams of Hoyt Street Prop-
erties, a beneficiary of this plan] always 
said, ‘If you don’t involve people at the 
start, they will create problems down the 
line,’” Johnson said.  

Through it all, Johnson retains a belief 
in the commitment of the Pearl’s found-
ers and early developers to the general 
welfare. 

He recounted the reaction of Pearl art-
ist, art teacher and developer Peter Papas 
to conditions in the North Park Blocks.

“When the city did not respond in the 
summer of 2015 to the ‘homeless inva-
sion,’ he formed a cohort that produced 
the Park Blocks Conservancy,” Johnson 
said. “It was the type of neighborhood 
activism and social capital that defines 
the Pearl and Portland.”

Quoting Ethan Seltzer, an urban stud-
ies professor at Portland State and former 
aide to City Commissioner Mike Lind-
berg, on the Portland and Pacific North-

west environment: “The landscape keeps 
us honest  … This is not a great place to 
get rich, but a great place to live well.”

Former President Donald Trump’s 
Opportunity Zone, however, invited 
another type of speculation. The tax-in-
centive program made much of the Pearl 
District truly a great place to generate 
wealth. Towers rising in the Pearl and 
downtown under this program are anoth-
er chapter beyond Johnson’s purview or 
circle of friends. n

“The Pearl District: 
 Placemaking From  

the Ground Up”
By Bruce Johnson

360 pages, Pearl Light Publishing, 
$21.95

Coming to Oregon Historical Society 
Museum Store later this month. 

“Portland’s Good Life:  
Sustainability and Hope in an 

American City”
By R. Bruce Stephenson

249 pages, Lexington Books
Rowman.com Rowman & Littlefield 

(Lexington Books) Paperback $39.99. 

Both books available at Amazon.com

 Comment on nwexaminer.com 
     or emai l :  a l lan@n wexaminer.com
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By AllAn ClAssen

Northwest Naito Parkway resi-
dents alarmed by the safe rest 
village proposed on their street 

were finally heard by their neighbor-
hood association last month.

Pearl District Neighborhood Associ-
ation President Stan Penkin said before 
a special forum held Sept. 8 that the 
board would take no action on that day. 
But by the time 12 residents filled their 
allotted three-minute slots to pour out 
stories of danger and intimidation keep-
ing some housebound, PDNA board 
members wanted to act.

One woman said she stopped going 
to Safeway because of aggressive pan-
handlers who couldn’t even be moved 
by the store’s security guards.

“I’ve lived here 10 years, and have 
never seen it like this,” she said.

Another woman said she has been 
spit upon and threatened with sexu-
al violence daily by men in front of 
the River District Navigation Center, a 
facility for the homeless adjacent to the 
proposed shelter. 

Others spoke of a bicycle chop shop 
dealing in stolen bicycle parts and lines 
of people buying drugs and then wan-
dering the streets “like zombies.”

McCormick Pier resident Kat Ulrich 
said “no-barrier” shelters open to all 
regardless of background or behavior do 

not work.

At the board 
meeting following 
the forum, PDNA 
board members 
called for action.

“I’m against the 
safe rest village on 
Northwest Naito,” 
PDNA Vice Presi-
dent Judie Dunken 
said. “I do think 
it’s a public safe-
ty issue. If we’re 
building communi-
ty, we must back our neighbors,” she 
said.

“I can see why neighbors are so 
upset,” board member Mary Sipe added. 

Sipe worked to site the Oregon Har-
bor of Hope (now River District) Nav-
igation Center, but she said that after 
Transition Projects took over manage-
ment, community concerns have been 
ignored.

“Unless a trustworthy organization 
runs it [the proposed safe rest village], 
I wouldn’t support it either,” she said. 
“The board needs to take a position.”

“I agree with you,” said Penkin, who 
was disappointed that campers have 
been allowed to coalesce on the perime-
ter of the Navigation Center.

He expects more of the same around 

the proposed 
facility.

“None of us 
have trust that the 
city will be able 
to follow through 
on anything they 
say they will do,” 
Penkin said. “The 
city is hell bent 
on putting in this 
SRV no matter 
who it affects. … 
We have no power 
other than to make 
a lot of noise.” 

Penkin said the best hope may be “an 
ironclad legal agreement that we can be 
sure that they will be accountable” for 
addressing impacts on the community 
when they arise.

PDNA’s opposition to the safe rest 
village may not sway city hall, but a 
prominent figure in Portland’s struggle 
with homelessness, Homer Williams, 
wrote the organization a letter a week 
after the forum. Williams is the founder 
and chair of Oregon Harbor of Hope.

“OHOH dedicated its efforts to cre-
ating alternative spaces for the home-
less to sleep in lieu of tents/tarps on 
our sidewalks, streets and public right 
of ways. If we create safe spaces, it 
empowers the police and other groups 
like the Impact Reduction Program to 

have legal authority to remove campers 
from the street and sidewalks.”  

Williams described hundreds of staff 
hours devoted to removing trash, clean-
ing sidewalks, repairing fencing and 
“even administering CPR for 15 minutes 
and Narcan to a camper who overdosed 
and passed away, and of course being 
threatened many times.

“I say this only to give you an idea 
of our efforts to comply with our agree-
ment.

“This is not the same homeless prob-
lem we started with in 2015 or when 
we signed our agreement. A new sub-
culture of major drug use and addiction, 
theft and robbery, bodily harm and 
physical assault, sex trafficking and 
prostitution, shootings and even death 
are the norm across our downtown. 
Tents are not only for the homeless, but 
storage for drugs, weapons, and act as 
brothels and drug dens. 

“Please understand that we do not 
have the authority to move camp-
ers. Only the city has that authority. 
Whether it is shelters, safe rest villages, 
high-barrier or low-barrier, we know the 
sidewalks are not a safe place to be.” n 

By AllAn ClAssen

Last spring, we reported on a burglary 
in which two suspects sneaked into 
The Wyatt condominiums parking 

garage and took wings—literally a pair of 
costume angel wings—plus a carload of 
possessions valued at about $10,000 from 
storage lockers.

The items belonged to Wyatt residents 
Charlene and Robert S. Miller, a former 
owner of a New Orleans casino who had 
expectations of how the legal system 
should have proceeded. The burglars left 
a trail of evidence. Security guards pho-
tographed their identification cards and 
vehicle, though the police did not arrive 
in time to make arrests.

Still, Miller thought police would 
have no trouble finding Mayah Betuk 
Weatherwax and Nicholas A. Barnes and 
making arrests. They did in fact arrest 
Barnes, but Weatherwax remained at 
large.

After the NW Examiner story was 
published in April, Miller was able to 
meet with Multnomah County District 
Attorney Mike Schmidt and share his 
suspicion that Weatherwax was part of 
a burglary ring targeting seniors through 

in-home care companies. Charlene Mill-
er received care through such a service, 
which is the only way Robert Miller 
could imagine the burglars knew which 
lockers to strike. 

Miller and Schmidt shared their 
connections of New Orleans, where 
Schmidt did a term with Teach for 
America after Hurricane Katrina. They 
established rapport and Miller was con-
fident an investigation would follow.

The case was in fact brought to a 
grand jury, and both suspects were 
indicted. Weatherwax, however, is now 
in North Carolina, and Schmidt’s office 
chose not to seek extradition.

Miller concluded that bringing 
Weatherwax back to Oregon to face 
charges was deemed “too much trouble.”

“I expected this DA to act like every 
other DA I’ve seen,” he said. “I feel fool-
ish, like I’ve been taken.”

As a result of the publicity, a woman 
in New York contacted Miller and wrote 
him a detailed account of how Weather-
wax had victimized her. The report just 
compounded Miller’s frustration.

“She’s back on the street with no 
prosecution and no penalty,” he said 
of Weatherwax, whom he considers the 
more worrisome of the suspects based on 
her long criminal record.

Miller sees broad ramifications in the 
breakdown of the criminal justice sys-
tem.

“We turn to more private security, and 
the rich segregate themselves from people 
perceived as threatening,” he said. 

All the while, many are leaving Port-
land and other major cities to find places 
that feel safe.

Multnomah County District Attorney 
spokesperson Elisabeth Shepard said 
Barnes has an upcoming court date.

“We are not pursuing extradition at 
this time,” Shepard said. “An extradition 
of this distance would by estimation 
cost over $10,000 of our already limited 
resources.” n

Pearl burglars not yet prosecuted

Neighbors resistant to Safe Rest Village,  
                                            brace for the worst

“Unless a trustworthy 
organization runs [the 

proposed safe rest 
village], I wouldn’t 
support it either.” 

Mary Sipe, Pearl District 

Neighborhood Association 

board member

Tents continue to line the sidewalk on Northwest 
Naito Parkway next to the River District Navigation 
Center and in front of the property proposed for a 
safe rest village.

 Comment on nwexaminer.com 
     or emai l :  a l lan@n wexaminer.com
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 Snapshots

GHFL Annual Meeting & Election – 2022
Thursday, November 17, 7:00-9:00 p.m.    Via Zoom

Now is the time to get involved in your local neighborhood association!
Join the Goose Hollow Foothills League (GHFL) for the Annual Meeting

and election of directors. Candidates for the six (6) open director positions this year 
should submit their personal statement of intent to the GHFL election committee by 

Wednesday, November 16th, to ensure their names appear on the official
ballots. Nominations by GHFL members may also be taken from the floor
during the annual meeting. Candidates and attendees casting votes must

be registered members satisfying GHFL’s eligibility criteria.
Personal statements are to include:

1. Intent to run as a candidate for one of the open board positions;
2. Legal name (and preferred name if different);

3. Contact information, including address, email, and phone number;
4. Declaration that the candidate is a registered GHFL member;
5. Optional statement of no more than 100 words of relevant

qualifications and interests. 
 Send us your personal statement or get involved:

elections@goosehollow.org, or 
GHFL Elections, c/o NWNW, 2257 NW Raleigh St., Portland, OR 97210 

(Deadline to become a member and register to vote: Noon, Wednesday, Nov. 16th)
GHFL Membership Application:

http://goosehollow.org/get-involved/become-a-member

Name

Street

City/State/Zip Code

Email 

Mail $50 check to NW Examiner, 2825-C NW Upshur St., Portland OR 97210.

Subscription form

OR sign up at Patreon.com/northwestexaminer and pay through PayPal

NWNW
“Digging deep, Shining a light”

Thank you  
for supporting quality  
independent local  
journalism!

Before-and-after photos show the 
return of campers on Northwest 
15th Avenue along Interstate 
405. In early September, the Ore-
gon Department of Transporta-
tion deemed fencing installed by 
We Heart Portland volunteers a 
safety risk and removed it. The 
fencing and bark mulch were 
intended to prevent the return of 
campsites.

Metropolitan Learning Center parent Kerry Duff was not impressed with 
enforcement of Mayor Ted Wheeler’s declaration that no camping would 
be allowed on designated Safe Routes to School. She posted this KGW 
News photo from the north side of Couch Park adjacent to the school. Duff 
said campers in the past were friendly with neighbors. “The people there 
now are not willing to talk,” Duff wrote on NextDoor. “They are dangerous 
to adults, let alone children. Last year, a naked man came onto the play-
ground while the kindergarten class was out, almost every day there were 
adults screaming or throwing things at the playground.”

The Northwest Industrial 
Business Association held a 
neighborhood cleanup Sept. 8, 
the fifth consecutive year the 
organization has done so with 
the sponsorship of SOLVE and 
Calbag Metals. About 17 board 
members and other volunteers 
participated in the event, 
which was touted as helping 
“keep our waterways clean 
and local wildlife healthy by 
removing trash before it enters 
our waterway ecosystem.”

Neighbors organized a vigil in Wallace Park Sept. 25 two days after 26-year-old Erika Caroline Walk-
er Evans was killed by a gunshot there. Her identity was not revealed by Portland Police Bureau for 
four days in order to locate and notify family members. No arrests have been made. Anyone with 
information about this case is asked to contact Det. Meghan Burkeen at 503-823-2092 or Meghan.
Burkeen@police.portlandoregon.gov. “This tragedy cannot be swept under the rug,” stated notes 
posted in the park.

Northwest District resident Brian “Blue” 

Lemasters, 50, was struck by a car while 

crossing West Burnside Street near St. Clair 

Avenue on Sept. 14 and died 12 days later. 

Portland Police have opened a case (#22-

248505) to locate the driver, who fled the 

scene. Anyone with information is asked to 

contact Officer Curtis Burgess, Central Pre-

cinct, at 503-823-0097. 
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8,170 SF of Luxurious Lake Front Living • 4 BD • 5.5 BA  |  ML# 22271110  
Lee Davies | Pat Bangerter | Kendall Bergstrom | 503.468.3660

5,040 SF • Skylands • 4 BD • 4 BA  |  ML# 22109548  
Pat Bangerter 503.803.6269 | Kendall Bergstrom 503.799.2596

  Lake Oswego                            17688UpperCherry.com                               $2,850,000  Lake Oswego                   3232Lakeview.com                                  $6,500,000

5,025 SF • .38 Acre • 4 BD  • Great Room | ML# 2285000
Lee Davies | Jennifer Holland | 503.468.3660

Cedar Mill                             $2,285,000

3,615 SF • 3 BD  • 3 ½ BA | ML# 22127457
The Kendall Bergstrom Team 971.356.6085

Lake Oswego                            $1,825,000

805 SF • 1 BD  • 1 BA | ML# 22098220
Chris Kuehl 503.407.2414

NW Portland                                $315,000

4,934 SF • 4 BD  • 3.1 BA | ML# 22421668
Pat Bangerter 503.803.6269 | Grace Wadell 971.294.2434

Lake Oswego                            $1,990,000

1,539 SF • 2 BD  • 2 ½ BA | ML# 22086829
The Kendall Bergstrom Team  971.356.6085

NW Portland Townhome                           $817,500

3,499 SF • 5 BD  • 3 ½ BA | ML# 22495393 
The Kendall Bergstrom Team  971.356.6085

3,794 SF • 5 BD  • 4 BA | ML# 22454168 
Jessica Corcoran 503.953.3947 | Chris Cook 503.943.0430

Lake Oswego                               $1,485,000 Arlington Heights                         $1,200,000

3,661 SF • 4 BD + Den + Bonus  • 2.2 BA | ML# 22450786
The Dirk Hmura Team  503.740.0070

Taylor Crest                                 $1,129,900

4,596 SF • 4 BD + Den + Bonus  • 3.5 BA | ML# 22449319
The Dirk Hmura Team  503.740.0070

SW Portland                             $1,549,000

2,125 SF • 2 BD + Den  • 2 BA | ML# 22189827
The Dirk Hmura Team  503.740.0070

The Pearl                             $1,095,000

2,440 SF • 2 BD + Den  • 2 BA | ML# 22113227 
The Dirk Hmura Team  503.740.0070

The Pearl                               $1,995,000

3,474 SF • 5 BD + Den + Bonus  • 3.5 BA | ML# 22181307 
The Dirk Hmura Team  503.740.0070

Cooper Mountain                                $895,000

2,952 SF • 5 BD  • 3 BA | ML# 22143609  
Coleen Jondahl 503.318.3424 | Debbie Walker-Quintana 503.820.1626

Ridgeview Heights                               $679,000

1,506 SF • 3 BD  • 2.1 BA | ML# 22448895  
Sara Clark 503.784.4878 | Jeni White 503.964.0576

1,631 SF • 4 BD  • 2 ½ BA | ML# 22576196
Sarah Pitzman 971.322.8863 | Traci Binder 971.317.1444

Bethany                                 $599,900

North Portland                                $689,900

2,706 SF • 3 BD  • 2 BA | ML# 22034551
Shelly Brown 971.221.2641 | Beth Flora-Horton 503.706.6849

SE Portland                                $599,000

1,542 SF • 3 BD  • 2 BA | ML# 22326428
Lauren Sinha 503.705.8636 | Eli Cotham 971.380.1363

Beaverton                                 $625,000

2,087 SF • 3 BD  • 2 BA | ML# 22682692
Jason Cassell 503.953.5444 | Bob Harrington 503.913.1296

Piedmont                               $585,000

1,248 SF • 2 BD  • 2.1 BA | ML# 22397903
Ryan Garrick 971.506.6942

Beaverton Townhome                             $499,000

1,478 SF • 3 BD  • 2.5 BA | ML# 22278784
Victoria Marchese 503.780.1937 | Caitlin Mitchell 503.459.2528

Beaverton                                 $475,000

PRIMARY ON MAIN

The Casey

12586NNWMajestic.com

4729SWHumphrey.com

311NW12th501.com

11630SWTimberline.com

6715NMississippi.com

4410Lords.com

17337SWView.com

14927NWOrchid.com

15375SWFossi l.com

3127SWChamplain.com

1420NW20th.com

1815SEAlder.com

14710SWTroutCreek.com

310NW83rd.com

2632NWatts.com

9795SWSaddle.com

730NwNaitoE14.com

937NWGlisan1534.com 3900Canal.com 17484Bryant.com

The 937 - CUSTOM PENTHOUSE WITH PANORAMIC VIEWS

OSWEGO CHATEAU LE LUXE 1.84 ACRES, UNOBSTRUCTED MOUNTAIN, RIVER & VALLEY VIEWS

PEN
DIN

G

LAKE OSWEGO BEAUTY WITH LAND DIVISIBILITY! GREAT ROOM FLOOR PLAN W/ GORGEOUS VIEWS

PORTL AND
L AKE OSWEGO

P O R T L A N D 

L A K E  O S W E G O


