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Cultural Center members vote 
decisively to sell landmark

By AllAn ClAssen

Michael Montoya, interim direc-
tor of the Portland Office of 
Community & Civic Life the 

past 12 months, seemingly would like to 
make the title permanent.

(For the record, he said “no comment” 
to such speculation.)

To be successful in that quest or in 
at least restoring legitimacy to OCCL, 
he knows he must rebuild trust with 

the neighborhood associations that were 
once the focus of what until 2018 was 
the Office of Neighborhood Involvement. 

Former OCCL Director Suk Rhee, 
who headed the bureau’s name change, 
resigned in 2021 amid scandal after a 
city-hired consultant reported wide-
spread dysfunction and bullying. 

“I understand that you don’t have 
trust,” Montoya told the board of the 
Pearl District Neighborhood Association 

last September. 

His plan is to hire consulting firms 
“with experience working with the city” 
to plumb the needs and strengths of 
neighborhood associations and then 
“create a process.”

“I’m looking for firms that instill 
trust,” he said.

He intended to take the next 12 months 
to gather information in this manner, fol-

By AllAn ClAssen

The proposed sale of the commu-
nity-owned Northwest Neighbor-
hood Cultural Center to a Las 

Vegas developer for $4.75 million was 
approved by a 53-3 vote of NNCC mem-
bers last month.

Founders Developments Inc. plans 
to begin interior renovation of the 1909 
National Register landmark at 1819 
NW Everett St. and construction of a 
five-story hotel on the adjacent park-
ing lot next spring, with completion 

expected by about the end of 2024.

Tanya Toby, managing partner of 
Founders Developments, described the 
project as a 98-room “high-end hospi-
tality product.” The existing building 
will have 18 of the guest rooms plus 
spa and fitness amenities for the hotel 
as well as a restaurant/bar serving the 
general public.

“We are contractually committed to 
preserving the façade,” Toby told mem-
bers. 

“We don’t know what we will do 
with the interior,” she added, noting 
that images shared at the meeting were 
“only conceptual.”

To a more pointed question as to 
whether the entire shell or merely three 
street-facing walls will be retained, 
Toby replied, “The entire envelope will 
be preserved.” 

The sales agreement includes a deed 
restriction in which the buyer “agrees 
not to demolish, destroy or materially 

The interim director of the Office of Community 
& Civic Life has a strategy for all seasons

By AllAn ClAssen

Some Pearl neighbors are looking to Seattle 
for a strategy to clean up Portland. 

Representatives of We Heart Seattle, a citi-
zen-funded organization founded in 2020, led 
a work day along Interstate 405 on May 1 and 
posed a different approach to the problem over-
whelming Portland and many other cities.

“If what we’re trying isn’t working, try some-
thing different,” said Kevin Dahlgren, a Port-
land resident who volunteers for We Heart 
Seattle. 

Andrea Suarez, executive director of We 
Heart Seattle, said her organization has regained 
order in 30 parks and green spaces around the 
city, including the one most overrun—Denny 
Park in downtown.

“Civic engagement is the missing link to 
restoring our cities to a more humane, safe and 
livable community for all,” she said.

Suarez refers to a “homeless industrial com-
plex” that churns through enormous resources 
even while failing to meet the needs of unshel-

Does Seattle have answers for Portland’s homeless issue?

Kevin Dahlgren (left) of We Heart Seattle and Matt Bordonaro 
of Harbor of Hope lug trash from encampments along North-
west 16th Avenue.  Photo by Wesley Mahan

Michael 
Montoya

Tanya Toby, managing partner of Founders 
Developments Inc.Cont’d on page 14

Cont’d on page 7
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503-781-3366

The Dan Volkmer Team
Dan Volkmer PrinciPal broker 

burDean barTlem, kishra oTT, marDi DaVis & FriTz benz brokers

licenseD in The sTaTe oF oregon 

Specializing in Historic & Architecturally Significant Homes

See  our  webs i te  a t  www.danvolkmer.com

I was absolutely stunned by the level of 
expertise your team brought to table. 
Throughout the entire process — looking at 

numerous properties, the offer, the sequence 
of events thereafter — it was all handled with 
incredible diligence and professionalism. I felt 
very taken care of and consulted and overall, in 
great hands the entire time.

Thank you again for everything, Dan. I hope 
the opportunity will come where I can call upon 
you and your team once again to sell and buy 
once more.

Given the choice I would work with no other 
team other than yours.

— Freddy

“

”

DiamonDs: Timeless, DisTincTive, BeauTiful
iT’s like finDing a Treasure chesT full of gems

in PorTlanD’s souThwesT hills

feels like san francisco’s Pacific heighTs

1703 SW Montgomery Drive
It is hard to remember another house so full of architectural detail. It seems that no 
expense was spared when building this house for Dr. A. J. Geisy and his wife Ida in 
1929 by architects Higgins and Biederman of A.E. Doyle’s firm.
The dramatic peaked entry, Gothic lantern light fixtures, klinker brick, and 
decorative timber elements combine to create an exceptional English Tudor exterior.
The home’s signature motif, the diamond, lends a romantic allure and accents 
many leaded glass and diamond-pane windows, custom wrought iron and fireplace 
trim. Intricate millwork graces the walls, enhancing the windows, doorways, and 
built-in bookcases. Oak floors are accented with inlay around the border. A bank of leaded glass windows is flanked by two French doors; a built-in 
china cabinet has leaded glass doors to display collections and treasures.
Also used repeatedly throughout the house are arches: they are found in doorways, hallways, insets, art niches, window shapes, pocket doors and 
French doors. An updated kitchen embraces the era and original butler’s pantry still shines with original tile, fixtures and cupboards.
Downstairs is a family/media room that was meticulously designed by AIA Architect Richard Woodling in 2014. It feels like it has always been there.
City house with Mt. St. Helens, Mt. Adams and Mt. Hood views. Walking distance to Ainsworth School and Washington Park.
4 bedrooms, 31/2 baths + den/library, sunroom and family/media room with kitchenette/wet bar. 4,560 Sq. Ft., RMLS #22315115. $1,695,000

“The Dan Volkmer Team was definitely on our team last summer as we went through the final prepping 
of our beloved historic home for its sale. Kishra offered a zillion great ideas and resources, and, after 
we moved, efficiently led the charge on executing their completion. She even watered our garden and 
retrieved our mail before the postal forwarding kicked in. From researching our 1890 house’s history (and 
creating a beautiful brochure), to guiding us with their deep knowledge of the NW Portland market, we 
appreciated the expertise, attitude and thoroughness of the Dan Volkmer Team.” — Janet Filips

Stained GlaSS RainbowS and a  
Monkey Puzzle tRee

1894 Queen Anne — The Historic  
A.J. Armstrong House

509 NE Prescott Street
A passionate restoration project, the home still echos its 
past inhabitants and the bright whimsy of the Victorian 
era, while providing incognito modern luxuries. A 
shingle-wrapped tower is topped with a cast iron crown. 
A wrap-around porch is festooned with intricate millwork 
and framed by lilac, hydrangeas, roses, magnolia, 
rhododendron, camellia and a glorious butterfly 
bush. Every room, corner and cornice is accented by 
the Victorian era’s handywork and the home is on the 
National Historic Registry.
4 bedrooms and 2 full baths, 3,466 total Sq. Ft., 3-car 
driveway. RMLS #22326759 $875,000.

eGGS and HeaRtS foR tHe JaMeS HaRt faMily
A 1904 English Manor House by Whidden and Lewis

1942 SW Montgomery Drive
Once you’ve reached the gate and the front door comes into 
view, you feel you’ve entered a very private world that is serene 
and beautiful. Four completely finished floors of impeccable 
craftsmanship flow seamlessly together offering a modern, 
carefree, and serene living experience.
5 bedrooms, 41/2 baths, 6,424 Sq. Ft., ADU with 1 bedroom, 
1 bath, separate entrance. 11,200 Sq. Ft. lot with private auto 
access, heated pool and outdoor kitchen. 
RMLS #22618716 $3,750,000.

witH an Alice in WonderlAnd 
backyaRd GaRden

A Taste of Modernity in a Willamette Heights 
Mid-Century

3490 NW Thurman Street
Three little mid-centuries all in a row — 1950s style 
in-fill. This charming cutie got lucky when it fell into the 
hands of architect Carl Munz, whose vision “place, past 
and future” took the integrity of the original architect, 
Milfred’s 1952 design and created a mindful renovation 
that is just as sensitive to the 1950s as to today.
3 bedrooms, 1 bath (with roughed-in plumbing for 2nd 
bath), 1-car garage. RMLS #2156772 $750,000.

2105 NW 32nd Avenue
Unspoiled 1940s charm in a pristine storybook cottage 
surrounded by gardens and trees and the NW Willamette 
Heights forest feel. Sited to face the corner on a 5,000 
Sq. Ft. lot, the home has carefully placed windows so as 
to invite light and views in the best perspective. Potential 
exists in the high ceilings of the basement. No better 
neighborhood for access to amenities while offering peace 
and privacy and nature.
3 bedrooms, 2.5 baths, bonus room,2,820 total Sq. Ft., 
2 fireplaces, 1-car oversized garage w/storage.  
RMLS #22338641 $895,000.

HonduRan MaHoGany MillwoRk and 
MaJeStic MaGnolia tRee

English Cottage Surrounded by Gardens & Forest
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Streetcar route questioned
The quote from the Portland Bureau of Transporta-
tion project manager [Two-way streetcar may squeeze 
parking on 23rd Avenue, April 2022] is my favorite: 
“A streetcar is ‘cheaper’ and could ‘flow pretty well 
through the district.’”

In my opinion, it is the perfect example of bureau-
cratic indifference and arrogance toward comments 
by the public, including impacted businesses and the 

neighborhood association. Put another way, it is an 
example of the incompetent telling the unwilling to 
do the unnecessary.

It would be cheaper to have electric buses shuttling 
between Montgomery Park and the Northwest 23rd 
Avenue streetcar stop. And better for traffic flow.

Bob Weinstein
NW Raleigh St.

Vibrancy threatened
Thanks for your coverage of the streetcar proposal. 

Northwest 23rd Avenue has barely made it through 
COVID. Though many courageous restaurants have 
found ways to survive, not all did, and many small 
and midsized businesses have been forced to close. 

This neighborhood’s signature vibrancy depends on 

BY ALLAN CLASSEN   |   EDITOR & PUBLISHER

Government and the great cause

You can count on Portland 
voters to do the right 
thing. Just as important-

ly, they accept the cost of their 
beneficence. 

When the homeless crisis 
grew out of control, they over-
whelmingly passed huge bond 
measures to “get to the root of 
the problem” and shelter the 
destitute. When police miscon-
duct without accountability 
contradicted their values, 82 
percent voted for a new inde-
pendent citizen review system, 
and 77 percent voted for a 
reform-minded district attorney 
who promised less punitive 
and more racially sensitive 
prosecution.

Portland voters reliably boost 
their taxes to maintain parks, 
upgrade libraries and under-
write election campaigns to 
minimize the influence of big 
money. When casting their 
ballots, they are compassionate to the 
dispossessed, farsighted toward invest-
ment in infrastructure for future gener-
ations and dedicated to extending the 
benefits of democratic participation to 
all. 

So why is our city such a mess? Once 
ranked among the most livable, Port-
land now flunks even the safe and 
clean test. 

Is it our antiquated commission form 
of government? That’s a big factor, cer-
tainly, but I think it’s more than that. 

Gearing up for the great moral cause—
taking the long-range view—triggers a 
farsightedness that can miss the little 
things in front of us that trip up grand 
gestures. If one is committed to saving 
humanity from poverty, injustice or 
environmental destruction, no com-
plaint about the details of the plan car-

ries comparable weight. Naysayers can 
be written off as petty, selfish, unedu-
cated or bigoted and in all ways lesser 
than the great cause.  

For example, the Portland Bureau of 
Transportation would save us from our 
auto addiction by installing street bar-
riers to favor walkers and bicyclists. 
Exactly which streets must be blocked 
off and in what manner, and how to 
later measure the efficacy of these 
“trial” barriers, were dictums of PBOT 
planners, who listen only to alterna-
tive transportation advocates pleading 
for ever-more auto impediments.  

There is a sure sign that zealotry 
on high has overtaken pragmatic, 
responsive governance: Plans are not 
modified one iota despite recommen-
dations from affected parties or diverse 
“outsiders.” Even prudently prepared 
plans benefit from independent scruti-
ny. When government officials refuse 

to consider other ideas, it may not be 
because nothing can improve upon 
perfection. Invested in their own 
omniscience, they would deny any 
hope of influence to voices considered 
disloyal to the cause.

That was the explanation given by a 
former director of the Oregon Zoo for 
not taking evidence of elephant mis-
treatment to heart. The group raising 
the concerns was “anti-zoo.”

Government should not be in the busi-
ness of pursuing absolutes, even vir-
tuous ones. Democracy requires com-
promise on every great matter, keeping 
the discussion alive so today’s “losers” 
can see a path to eventual success if 
they hone their message and address 
its weaknesses. A democratic society 
that adapts in increments can advance 
toward “a more perfect union” with-
out utopians in charge.  

Portland’s tendency toward 
uncompromising radical-
ism was demonstrated by 
a woman aiming to be our 
next governor. In 2017, 
Oregon Speaker of the 
House Tina Kotek from 
Portland excoriated oppo-
nents of a measure expedit-
ing housing construction.

“House Bill 2007 would 
get rid of some of the loop-
holes that allow NIMBY-
ism to block development 
when wealthy neighbor-
hoods simply want to 
self-segregate and prevent 
affordable housing devel-
opment in their communi-
ties,” she said at a senate 
hearing.

Kotek did not see in her 
constituents the tolerant, 
generous, communi-
ty-minded forces evident 

in past voting patterns. In her mind, 
only a scolding and a harsh lesson in 
who holds power could clear the path 
toward her higher vision.

The great urbanist Jane Jacobs, who 
had heard that type of self-righteous 
denunciation of neighborhood activists 
from the early days of urban renewal, 
wrote:

“Communities that want a certain 
thing are derided for saying ‘not in my 
back yard.’ If you listen to ‘not in my 
back yard’ people, their objection is 
often to something that shouldn’t be in 
anybody’s back yard. What has been 
proposed should be done differently.”

When those holding government 
power sufficient to crush their critics 
crusade onward, their victories are 
temporary while the damage to our 
democracy is deep. n

 Cont’d on page 5
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Obituaries

David Clark
David Thomas Corlett Clark, who 
grew up on Northwest Northrup 
Street, died Jan. 16 at age 61. He was 
born on Oct. 23, 1960 to Sigrid and 
Tommy Corlett, and was adopted by 
Bud Clark at age 5 after he and Sigrid 
married. He attended Maplewood 
and Chapman elementary schools 
and Lincoln High School. He 

received a GED and training in masonry from the 
Columbia Basin Job Corps. As an adult, he lived in Ore-
gon House, Calif., where he worked as a carpenter, tile 
worker and mason.

John ‘Bud’ Clark
John Elwood “Bud” Clark, former 
Portland mayor and bar owner who 
lived in Northwest Portland most of 
his life, died Feb, 1 at age 90. He was 
born Dec. 19, 1931, in Nampa, Idaho, 
and moved to Portland with his 
mother in 1938. He attended Couch 
and Glencoe elementary schools and 
Lincoln High School. He attended 

Portland State University and Reed College and served 
in the Marine Corps. He owned and operated the Spat-
enhaus and Goose Hollow Inn taverns. He served on the 
boards of the Northwest District Association and Goose 
Hollow Foothills League and founded The Neighbor 
newspaper. He was mayor of Portland from 1985-92. He 
married Joanne Walker, who was killed in a car crash, 
and then Sigrid Fehrenbacker, who died in 2000. He is 
survived by his sons, Jason and Nicolas; daughter, 
Rachel; seven grandchildren; and girlfriend, Norma 
Heyser. A public memorial will be held at Pioneer 
Courthouse Square on Sunday, May 15, 1 p.m. 

Susan Desmond

Susan Desmond, a resident of the 
Gregory Condominiums in the Pearl 
District since 2001, died April 11 at 
age 78. Susan Wolff was born Nov. 
21, 1943, in Aberdeen, Wash. She 
graduated from the University of 

Washington in 1965 and received a master’s degree in 
special education from Boston University. She moved 
to Portland, where she had a long teaching career. She 
was on the board of the Portland Center Stage, where 
she volunteered many years and guided tours of the 
remodeled Armory. She married Milton Lavin; they 
divorced. In 1994, she married Thomas Desmond. She 
is survived by her husband, Thomas; son, Joel Lavin; 
daughter Emilie Bennett; brother, George Wolff; and 
four grandchildren.

Beverly Galen
Beverly Galen, a Lincoln High School 
graduate, died Feb. 11 at age 94. Bev-
erly Weiner was born Feb. 27, 1927, 
in New York and grew up in down-
town Portland. She received a degree 
in fine arts at Portland State Univer-
sity in 1969. She moved back to 
downtown in about 2005. She volun-
teered for many organizations and 

was on the boards of the Portland Art Museum, Port-
land Opera and Oregon Symphony. She married Bill 
Galen in 1946; he died in 2020. She is survived by her 
children, Lindsay, Edward, Christie and Davis; brother, 
Howard Weiner; nine grandchildren; and eight 
great-grandchildren.

Donald Simon
Donald Martin Simon, who had a 
long career in advertising and print-
ing, died March 22 at age 92. He was 
born April 1, 1929, and grew up on 
Northwest Quimby Street. He gradu-
ated from Lincoln High School in 
1946 and from the University of Ore-
gon in 1950. He served in the Army 
Reserve for 30 years, retiring as a 

colonel. He was regional sales manager for Graphic Arts 
Center and vice president of Paul O. Giesey/Adcrafters, 
both located in the Northwest Industrial Area. He was 
a member of Congregation Beth Israel. He was preceded 
in death by his wife, Harriet Simon, and long-time com-
panion, Delores Hovey. He is survived by his brother, 
Howard J. Simon; daughter, Roslyn; son, Alan; and 
three grandchildren. 

Marilyn McIver
Marilyn McIver, a Portland Heights 
resident and member of the Mult-
nomah Athletic Club, died at age 89. 
Marilyn Jorde was born Aug. 12, 
1932, in Mandan, N.D., and attended 
Mandan High School. In 1954, she 
graduated from Macalester College in 
St. Paul, Minn. She moved to Port-
land, where she taught first grade at 

Buckman Elementary School. She married Douglas 
McIver in 1956; he died in 2004. She was active in Trin-
ity Episcopal Cathedral, Portland Garden Club and 
Women of Good Samaritan. She and her husband were 
founding members of St. Catherine’s Episcopal parish 
in Manzanita. She is survived by her sons, Christopher 
and Malcolm; daughter, Mary Dolich; and four grand-
children.

Lee Kelly
Lee Kelly, whose large-scale sculp-
tures are fixtures at many education-
al institutions, including Pacific 
Northwest College of Art, died March 
29 at age 89. He was born May 24, 
1932, in McCall, Idaho, and lived 
most of his life in Portland. He 
attended Portland State University 
from 1949-51, served in Korea with 

the Air Force from 1951-55 and graduated from Pacific 
Northwest College of Art in 1959. He taught at Reed 
College and Mount Angel College. He is survived by his 
daughter Kassandra. His first wife, Jeanette Bernhardt, 
died in 1960, and his second wife, Bonnie Bronson, 
died in 1990. His companion in later years, Susan Ham-
mer, died in 2020. His son, Jason, died in 1978.

Death Notices
Doreen Hune, 84, nurse at Good Samaritan Hospital.

Glenn nickolas Tri, 78, worked for Radio Cab. 

DelberT W. Wells, Jr., 73, 1967 Lincoln High School 
graduate.

Jan HuTcHinson THompson, 86, 1954 Lincoln High 
School graduate.

GranT beckman, 24, 2016 graduate of Lincoln High 
School.

elizabeTH p. lee, 72, graduated from Catlin Gabel 
High School.

Donna Winkler, 89, member of Shaarie Torah.

lorraine irWin, 92, member of the Multnomah Ath-
letic Club for 50 years.

alice mckillop, 89, member of the Multnomah Ath-
letic Club. 

kaTHerine ‘kaTie’ b. FoeHl, 78, vice president at Leg-
acy Good Samaritan Medical Center.

laurie a. marlTon, 63, Multnomah Athletic Club 
member.

DaviD loGsDon, 70, managed Providence Park for city 
of Portland.

THeoDore H. rieWer, 98, worked for Consolidated 
Freightways.

JoHn ‘bill’ berGer sr., 79, attended Ainsworth 
School and Lincoln High School.

marlis raye miller, 70, member of the Multnomah 
Athletic Club.

Frances HeiTkemper love, 86, 1954 graduate of Lin-
coln High School.

GeorGia koTcHik, 68, 1971 graduate of Lincoln High 
School.

William “Wilsy” nelson, 68, 1971 graduate of Lin-
coln High School.

ricHarD J. paxTon, 62, 1977 graduate of Lincoln High 
School.

The Northwest Examiner publishes obituaries of people who lived, worked or had other 
substantial connections to our readership area, which includes Northwest Portland, Goose 
Hollow, Sauvie Island and areas north of Highway 26. If you have information about a death in 
our area, please contact us at allan@nwexaminer.com. Photographs are also welcomed. There 
is no charge for obituaries in the Examiner.
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Readers Reply continued from page 3 
street-level businesses as its ground 
cover. It is hard to imagine a streetcar 
construction project not interrupting 
that. The transit needs that this proj-
ect are said to serve seem accessible 
through simply changing transit routes. 

So what is really afoot in this propos-
al? Why does this neighborhood have 
to face this obstacle after it has made 
it through so much? I feel grief-strick-
en by this kind of development as it 
occurs over and over in so many parts 
of the city. This way of thinking has 
turned downtown into a dust bowl, 
and I am afraid for the rest of the city. 

Jen Peterson
NW Upshur St.

Streets for everyone
Neighborhood streets are about much 
more than a place to park your car. 
The proposed extension of the street-
car along the north end of Northwest 
23rd Avenue is an opportunity to make 
that portion of 23rd a special place for 
pedestrians, cyclists, transit riders—
and perhaps most of all—for engaging 
with neighbors and friends. Popular 
street-seating structures have already 
displaced much on-street parking. That 
parking could be relocated off-street 
and in shared use lots associated with 
redevelopment. 

The reconstruction of the north end 
of 23rd with inclusion of a streetcar 
extension would create a pleasant 
environment for everyone. On-street 
dining, relaxation and conversation 
could be accommodated with an inte-
grated streetscape. It is not essential 
that we access businesses with a less-
than-20-foot walk from one’s car. 

Driving or walking across 23rd today 
provides evidence that the street needs 
to be reconstructed, regardless of a 
streetcar extension. City design stan-
dards already call for wider sidewalks 
that would be built as the street is 
reconstructed. 

We need the streetcar extension to knit 
redevelopment of the Montgomery 
Park/ESCO properties to the north with 
the fabric of the Northwest neighbor-
hood. Merging these projects would 
greatly reduce construction costs and 
help leverage federal funds for a street-
car extension. An extended streetcar 
line along Northwest 23rd Avenue 
would continue to provide a visible, 
convenient and direct means for get-
ting around in our community.

We should be open to new ways of 
thinking about how we use our streets.

Phil Selinger
Northwest Active Streets

False alarm
Good job getting the non-transit-using 
public all worked up over the possibil-
ity of a two-way streetcar on Northwest 
23rd Avenue, robbing the public of the 
scant parking available. 

As a citizen who moved to Portland 
specifically for transit that makes 
Portland the urban envy of America, 
I remind you that the Portland Street-
car uses only two blocks on North-
west 23rd (from Northrup to Lovejoy 
streets). 

Brent Yonkovich
NW 12th Ave.

Editor’s note: The proposed streetcar 
extension involves nine blocks of two-
way service on 23rd Avenue.

Baffling answer
As a neighbor of Tanner Springs Park, 
I’ve spent many an hour there, espe-
cially during the pandemic shutdown. 

One day I spoke to their current hor-
ticulturist, not knowing his role but 
knowing he worked for Portland Parks 
& Recreation. I told him that the bush 
that attracted our swallowtails each 
year was looking poorly. Then I said I 
hadn’t seen any swallowtails that year. 

His response was some nonsensical 
observation about butterflies facing 
extinction because they didn’t evolve 
to become larger. And he’s in charge?

Karla Kruggel Powell
NW 11th Ave.

Support park 
volunteers

Thank you all for your support to 
keep our parks pesticide-free. You are 
all critical to changing how Portland 
Parks & Recreation cares for our parks. 

The Friends of Tanner Springs abid-
ed by a memo of understanding from 
2015-21 and donated more than 7,000 
hours to this unique prairie in the 
Pearl. They edged pathway cobbles, 
hand-weeded invasive plants and 
cultivated 72 native species. They 
transformed the park from 75 percent 
nonnative plants to 95 percent native 
plants—a tribute to the imperiled 
Willamette Valley oak prairie and the 
resources of a volunteer group extend-
ing PP&R’s capabilities.

In 2021, this collaboration came to an 
abrupt end. PP&R sprayed Roundup. 
They chose not to respond to the let-
ter from the Friends board laying out 
concerns about the use of Roundup. 
And they delayed for seven months 
a promised resolution meeting. Their 
message is clear: The FTS organization 
is nonessential, volunteers’ health 
expendable and the health of the 
park and visitors inconsequential. In 
response, the Friends board, includ-
ing three members (cancer survivors) 
resigned in protest; these members ran 
the program—grant writing, botanical 
identification, coordination and web-
site curation. The FTS no longer exists 
as an organization. 

PP&R Supervisor Jennifer Trimm and 
Horticulturist Neil Olson are continu-
ing the spraying along all pathways 
and possibly the slough sedge along 
the pond. PP&R knows Roundup is 
dangerous. It has a policy that prohib-
its the use of Roundup on turf grass or 
bark chips in children’s playgrounds. 
Shouldn’t the children at Tanner be 
protected? 

The volunteers should be protected 
too. PP&R Volunteer Coordinator Steve 
Pixley needs to be held accountable 
for his volunteers. What better way to 
recruit and incentivize volunteering 
than a sign reading: “Thanks to volun-
teers, this park is pesticide-free. Vol-
unteer with us.” 

Michele Shapiro
NW Marshall St.

1022 NW Marshall Street #450 Portland OR  |  (503) 226-6361  |  paulsoncoletti.com

trucking accidents
wrongful death
personal injury
product liability
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lowed by two years implementing the 
consultants’ recommendations.

 “My plan,” he continued, “is a 
series of consultant firms to [address] 
long-range chronic incapacity of Civic 
Life to meet Portlanders where they 
are and [promote] a responsive soci-
ety.”

Former Civic Life Neighborhood 
Program Coordinator Paul Leistner, 
who attended the Pearl District meet-
ing, was not impressed with the con-
sultants-first approach.

“We’ve been working on these 
issues before,” Leistner said. “We have 
detailed information on this already. 
You need to reach out to us, to honor 
the wisdom in the community.”

Leistner and others have suggested 
a citywide conference of neighbor-
hood activists to drive a new vision. 
Montoya had not publicly mentioned 
this course until asked about it for this 
story. He said he will be working with 
the Portland State University Hatfield 
School of Government Center on a 
national/international summit tied 
to the 50th anniversary of Portland’s 
neighborhood program in 2024.

Big visions aside, the audiences 
at Montoya’s September appearance 
in the Pearl and one the same month 
before the Downtown Neighborhood 
Association focused on more imme-
diate things. They were peeved at 
unresponsive and disrespectful treat-
ment by city offices. They spoke not 
of “chronic incapacity” but of getting 
the bureaucratic runaround. If Civic 
Life does not make their organizations 
stronger, they at least expect some 
help in finding people in City Hall 
who can handle requests about daily 
livability concerns.

“We have approached city commis-
sioners and their staffs, and we sel-
dom get answers,” said Walter Weyler, 
president of the Downtown Neighbor-
hood Association. 

“We welcome your attitude that 
neighborhoods matter,” Weyler told 
Montoya, “but I’m not seeing very 
much of that from the bureaus.”

PDNA board member Diana Stuart 
sketched out the Portland Bureau of 
Transportation’s dismissiveness last 
year after a detailed letter about a mas-
sive development in RiverPlace was 
ignored by PBOT and city commis-
sioners. Six weeks later, Weyler fol-
lowed up, again getting no response.

“We finally got brushed off to a low-
er-level staffer with no background or 
capacity,” Stuart said. “The more we 
get involved, the less we see they want 
our involvement.”

“It was to my way of thinking, a 
classic put-off,” Weyler said.

“That’s not the first time I’ve heard 
such things,” Montoya admitted.

His solution? Montoya promised 
“a warm handoff” when citizens call 
Civic Life about issues beyond its 
scope.

“My hope—and I don’t control any 
of this—will be a response, hopefully 
the right response.”

Montoya further lowered expecta-
tions by casting himself as a newcom-
er to Civic Life.

“I’m new to the bureau and the 
city,” he told Pearl neighbors.

In fact, he then had 21 months 
experience as Civic Life’s strategy, 
innovation and performance manager. 
Under former Director Rhee, who had 
no history with neighborhood associa-

tions or Portland government, he was 
often the behind-the-scenes fixer. 

Montoya was Civic Life’s point per-
son on the internal investigation of 
a “glitter bomb” prank against the 
NW Examiner by a bureau employee 
in 2018. When Civic Life’s livabili-
ty supervisor left in 2020, Montoya 
stepped in to address concerns that 
noise code enforcement dispropor-
tionately affected African American 
music venues.

One broad critique Montoya is com-
fortable making without the input of 
consultants is that “the bureau suffers 
from chronic use of political rather 
than professional solutions.”

He described political solutions as 
“quick and serving a smaller group,” 
while professional solutions take lon-
ger but produce broad benefits.

Montoya is turning to a profession-
al consultant in hiring the perma-
nent director. Last month, the Office 
of Community & Civic Life issued a 
request for proposals to “scope the 
new OCCL director position.”

Selection of the applicant (to assist 
in hiring the director) will be made in 
June, and the work is to be completed 
by Aug. 15. No date for hiring the per-
manent director has been set.

That two-step hiring process struck 
one local consultant as odd. 

“[I am] surprised they are doing a 
formal RFP process just to develop a 
job description,” wrote Heather Flint 
Chatto, owner of Forage Design + Plan-
ning in Southeast Portland. “However, 
given recent internal challenges raised 
in the audit, etc., I am very apprecia-
tive that they are seeking to engage the 
community in the process.” n

History with Examiner
Michael Montoya was a high-level manager at 
the Office of Community & Civic Life for nearly 
two years as the bureau descended into chaos 
and division culminating with the resignation 
of former Director Suk Rhee. He handled the 
investigation of a “glitter bomb” sent to the NW 
Examiner by a bureau employee in 2018. 

Montoya obtained a confession from Noise 
Control Program Coordinator Katherine Couch 
and wrote a disciplinary letter emphasizing the 
harm done to the bureau and the fracturing of 
public trust.

“Needless to say, it is unacceptable for a city 
employee to send a member of the media any-
thing as a form of retaliation for an unfavorable 
story,” Montoya wrote in a letter filed as a pri-
vate entry in her personnel file.

These actions were not publicly known until 
the Examiner uncovered them through a public 
records request. Montoya never contacted me 
or apologized on behalf of Civic Life and would 
not comment on the matter later.

As interim director, Montoya was also silent on 
my banishment from meetings of Neighbors 
West-Northwest last November and Decem-
ber. Under its annual operating grant from 
Civic Life, NWNW is required to hold open 
meetings. 

“The NWNW issue is between you and them,” 
Montoya explained. “As I understand, your ban 
was rescinded after NWNW consultation with 
many people, including Civic Life. We regularly 
remind district offices that we encourage them 
to abide by all state and federal laws. We also 
adjudicate appeals neutrally when asked to do 
so. This did not come to our office for appeal.  
The matter resolved as it should have, without 
the heavy hand of government.”

 — Allan Classen

"Office of Consultants" cont'd from page 1
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Misconduct charges against 
board member dropped

Misconduct charges against 
Neighbors West-Northwest 
board member Steve Pinger 

were dismissed by a 6-1 vote of the coa-
lition’s board last month.

NWNW staff members, including for-
mer Executive Director Mark Sieber, 
alleged last August that Pinger had 
“created a hostile work environment” 
for former Communications Special-
ist Rhys Ornstein-Hawes. It was fur-
ther asserted that he had disrupted 
board meetings by “relitgating” matters 
already decided.

With no effort to bring the affected 
parties together to talk through or medi-
ate differences, the coalition hired a 
succession of four lawyers and a human 
resources consultant to investigate the 
matter. Before the array of accusations 
was resolved, Sieber added another 
one: Pinger (who was board treasurer) 
had sought to have his name added 
as a signatory to the coalition’s bank 
account without obtaining an authori-

zation letter.

An ad hoc committee composed of 
four board members, including Pres-
ident Rick Kneuven, reviewed the 
charges and recommended that all be 
dropped.

Two weeks later, the entire board 
deliberated in a closed session before 
voting to clear Pinger. 

Kneuven thanked Pinger for endur-
ing an eight-month ordeal without 
an opportunity to speak in his own 
defense.

“For a man to have his reputation 
questioned as his has been …” Kneu-
ven began before shifting to a more 
upbeat vein. “I look forward to moving 
forward.”

The sole vote against the motion 
was by Forest Park Neighborhood 
Association representative Les Blaize, 
who resigned from both the coalition 
board and his neighborhood board on 
April 14. n

By Fred leeson

Don Porth, a retired, 28-year 
veteran of the Portland Fire 
Bureau, is on a mission. He 

wants to restore the David Campbell 
Memorial at Southwest 18th Avenue 
and Alder Street and erect a wall hon-
oring 34 other Portland firefighters 
who lost their lives on active duty.

Simple though it sounds, Porth’s 
vision calls for a complex restructur-
ing of the little triangle that bears the 
name Portland Firefighters Park. He 
would relocate a restored Campbell 
Memorial to the southern tip of the tri-
angle, which would require relocation 
of a gazebo that holds a 4,200 pound 
antique fire alarm bell.

The large bell, used for nearly 40 
years until 1913, reportedly could be 
heard as far away as Oregon City when 
it was used to alert fire crews.

According to Porth’s hand-drawn 
sketch, the memorial wall would be 
placed on western side of the trian-
gle adjacent to Southwest 19th Ave-
nue. The names of those firefighters 

are currently located on the floor of 
the memorial below the now-unused 
fountain.

Porth wants an accurate and pro-
fessional restoration of the Campbell 
Memorial, which dates to 1928. The 
fountain and pool were designed by 
Paul Cret, an architect who was a pro-
fessor for 34 years at the University of 
Pennsylvania, and a major figure in 
American Beaux-Arts designs of the 
era. Campbell, who was killed fighting 
a fire in 1911, is memorialized in a 
5-foot tall bronze bas-relief by sculptor 
Avard Fairbanks. n

Another monument needing help

Steve Pinger has been cleared off 
all misconduct charges brought 
against him by staff members of 
Neighbors West-Northwest, for 
which he has served a board trea-
surer for more than a year.

Photos: Wesley Mahan

NEWS
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NW EXAMINER ENDORSEMENTS

Last month, I endorsed Vadim Mozyrsky for City Council Position 
3 over Rene Gonzalez and incumbent Jo Ann Hardesty. My think-
ing has become clearer after reading The Oregonian’s endorse-
ment editorial, which praised both Hardesty and Gonzalez for 
their issue advocacy. While Hardesty was disparaged for villain-
izing the opponents of her reforms, Gonzalez was exalted for his 
“proven ability to corral public sentiment into productive action 
on targeted priorities.”

Stripped of the bias, these are two ways to describe the same 
political strategy: building political alliances to overcome opposi-
tion. This approach is woven into public affairs at every level, but 
is it the best way to govern our currently fragile city? Do we want 
champions of conflict as our lawmakers and administrators?

Mozyrsky has been a champion of good government; making pub-
lic bodies work better and respecting differing viewpoints. He 
has been a neighborhood association officer, leader of a public 
safety group, serves on a police accountability panel, advocates 
for immigrants and the disabled and is a member of the Charter 
Commission. 

There is a place for promoting caus-
es, but seats of power should be for 
those who seek compromise and 
effective representation for all.

The NW Examiner endorses Vadim 
Mozyrsky for City Council.

*** 

The NW Examiner also endorses 
Sharon Meieran for Multnomah 
County chair.

Vadim Mozyrsky

Sharon Meieran
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 Going Out

By AllAn ClAssen

The city’s Healthy Business program 
allowing restaurants and retailers 
to operate in the street was an 

emergency response to the COVID pan-
demic. 

As the health emergency wanes, the 
program endures, in part because the 
Portland Bureau of Transportation sees 
benefits in extending community life into 
the right-of-way. But even defenders of 
the program concede that it should be 
tightened up.

“Many installations in the public right-
of-way are not following the conditions 
and guidelines established in 2020,” read 
a PBOT announcement.

By the end of May, revised design 
guidelines and ADA requirements will 
be disseminated to all sidewalk permit 
holders. Site inspections will completed 
by the end of June. All current permits 
expire Aug. 31.

Considerable latitude will be granted 
to noncompliant operators. 

“Some installations may need to resize, 
relocate, be redesigned or be removed 
between September 2022 and December 
2023,” PBOT announced. 

Dennis Harper, a longtime resident of 
Northwest 18th Avenue and until recent-
ly a member of the Northwest District 
Association Planning Committee, does 
not believe the city is making a sufficient 
response to the situation.

In a letter to Transportation Commis-
sioner Jo Ann Hardesty, he wrote:

“Yes, the dining shelters helped save 
many restaurants from going out of busi-
ness. Yes, they were popular with patrons 
who were sick of staying home and want-
ed to meet safely outside for drinks and 
dining with friends and family.

“But most of the shelters are really 
ugly shacks, often marred by graffiti. 
Almost all of them block the view of 
the sidewalks when one is walking on 
the opposite side of the street or when 
one is driving by. They eliminate “eyes 
on the street” from outside the shelter 
zones, creating less safe sidewalk condi-
tions during hours when restaurants are 
closed. Many times one cannot even see 
what businesses are there because of the 

view-blocking shelters. 

“Many of the shelters are so opaque 
that they create a safety hazard near inter-
sections. Pedestrians and drivers trying to 
enter an intersection cannot see beyond 
them. I have had some dangerous close 
calls with approaching vehicles that I 
could not see.

“If the city is to make the outdoor 
dining shelters permanent, then please 
implement strict design guidelines that 
assure beauty and function while also 
requiring transparency through the struc-
tures. They should not just be lumber 
and corrugated plastic picked up at Home 
Depot.” 

Harper found PBOT’s plans to deal 
with the program’s unforeseen conse-

Are modest street-dining regulations 
           up to the task?

“I see no concern 
about the crappy 

construction 
of most dining 

shelters. Most are 
lean-to shacks. 

They are eyesores. 
Some are coated in 

graffiti.”  
— Dennis Harper,  

NW resident

The Southland Whiskey Kitchen’s 
dining shelter at Northwest 23rd and Quimby  
has taken some knocks in the past two years.
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4th Saturday CleanUp
May 28, 9am–10am: help pick up litter in our neighborhood; sponsored by SOLVE. 

Check out our website for more info or email mikayla@nwportlandhostel.com.  

Escape to Nature on Mt Hood 

Yurts (heated) & Camping
2-bedroom cabin 

1-hour drive from Portland, 
near hiking trails & skiing 

www.zigzagmountainfarm.com
503-922-3162        #zigzagmtnfarm

Timbers & Thorns 
View ing  Par t ies  

Games are shown in the Commons, 
and can be viewed from our covered courtyard 

Great scratch made menu, and 12 local beers, 
ciders and kombucha on tap

7am – 11pm  every day 
www.hostelcafepdx.com

1810 NW Glisan St 
503-417-8143     #pdxhostelcafe

Nob Hill Bar & Grill
937 NW 23rd Avenue • 503-274-9616
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NOBBY NEWS
 

BURGER
COUNT
1,283,577

Enter your name for a monthly drawing.
This month’s burger winner is Diane Pistilli.

Tee Time Returns
With people 

starting to 
gather again, the 
Nob Hill Bar & Grill 
decided to take the 
Golden Tee golf 
machine out of 
mothballs.

Its legion of fans has 
returned. Known for 
their eccentricities 
or general weird-
ness, they are not 
letting us down. 

As expected, Jerry brought the 
new sock-puppet head covers 
he makes at home for his club 
heads. It should be noted the 
machine requires no clubs. 

Joey Styx is demanding to be 
called Tiger Styx while playing.

K.Mann proudly parks his golf 
cart at the curb in front of Nob-
bys on tournament days. He 

doesn’t play but sits at the 19th 
hole for the entire tournament, 
contentedly sipping beer.

Holly must still wear a surgical 
mask to help muffle the stream 
of expletives that flow from her 
mouth when her shot goes awry.

So hit the links and join us for a 
round of golf, or just a round, at 
Nobbys.

Food NewsAre modest street-dining regulations 
           up to the task?

quences inadequate.

“I see no concern about the crappy 
construction of most dining shelters,” 
he said. “Most are lean-to shacks. They 
are eyesores. Some are coated in graffiti. 
Please address the need for carefully 
designed shelters with better finishes 
of the construction materials and more 
transparency.”

The NWDA Planning Committee put 
the issue at the top of its May 5 agenda. 

Similar concerns have gained traction 
around the country. A guest essay in 
The New York Times last summer by 
Daniel L. Doctoroff, deputy mayor of the 
city from 2002-08, was entitled: “Tear 
Down the Restaurant Sheds Before It’s 
Too Late.”

“Like most everyone, I love New York 
City’s Open Restaurants program. Start-
ed in June 2020, it allows restaurants to 
serve customers on sidewalks and in the 
street without having to pay rent or fees,” 

Doctoroff wrote.

“The dining sheds look charming and 
quirky today, but they were built hast-
ily and vary in quality and design. In 
another year or two, they are going to 
start looking shabby. Some of them will 
be unsafe, others abandoned. Some will 
be damaged by snow plows and garbage 
trucks. City government, consumed with 
bigger problems, won’t have the will or 
desire to put real regulations in place or, 
more significantly, to enforce them. Over 
time, the sheds will become eyesores.

“But before it is too late, we need to 
take these temporary structures down. 
In their place, we should install a more 
flexible system that could meet our city’s 
changing needs — whether that’s upgrad-
ed dining sheds, freight zones, commu-
nity gathering spaces or more we haven’t 
even dreamed up yet.” n 

Slabtown Outdoor Market
Slabtown Outdoor Market (above) resumes this year with monthly events on 
the second Sundays of the month beginning May 8, 11 a.m.-6 p.m., on the 
Carson building plaza at Northwest 21st and Savier streets. The project is a 
collaboration of farmers, artists, makers, local businesses, restaurateurs and 
community leaders. 

Afuri Slabtown 

A “ramen lab” where diners can watch chefs make noodles and broth will 
open this spring at 1650 NW 21st Ave. Afuri Slabtown is part of a Tokyo-based 
ramen chain whose first U.S. location was Afuri Izakaya in Southeast Portland. 
Afuri Slabtown will be the company’s fourth Portland-area restaurant. Ramen 
chefs from around the world will make appearances and test recipes. 

Hostel Cafe 

Northwest Portland 
Hostel Café, 1810 NW 
Glisan St., hosts live 
entertainment every 
Monday 6:30-10 p.m. 
The featured artists 
play two sets, and the 
remaining time is avail-
able for open mic per-
formers.

May 9
The Roses, a four-member teen rock band; and Niamh, an Irish fiddling band.

May 15
The Kaeley Stephans Trio, featuring the folk songwriter and stringed accompa-
niment.

May 23
Whole Grain Loafers, a fiddle, guitar and accordion trio featuring Karin Guen-
ther, Albert McDonnell and Olivia Horgan.

May 30
Richard Melling and Karen McCracken, the Ross Island Ramblers, play old-
time, bluegrass and early country traditional music.

Shelters along both sides of Northwest 21st Avenue force buses to 
cross the centerline.                                Photo by Wesley Mahan
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THE WELBY
The Portland Design Commission held a hearing 
May 5 on revised plans for The Welby at 1325 
NW Kearney St. The 21-story mixed-use building 
will have 280 residential units. The project, earlier 
intended to use mass timber and provide sidewalk 
and bike lane improvements along Northwest 14th 
Avenue, has been through substantial revisions 
and cutbacks in its budget.

PHILIP TOWER
A 23-story tower with 327 apartments is being explored 
by developers of the east half of block surrounded by 
Northwest Ninth, Park, Hoyt and Glisan streets. Be-
cause it would replace the historically significant circa 
1900 Metro Building and half of the Bindery Building 
now on the site, an extended city review process is 
expected.

AMERICAN CAN BUILDING
The 1921 American Can Co. building on the 2600 
block of Northwest Wilson Street has been used for 
accessory parking for decades. Unico Properties LLC 
intends to convert the National Register structure 
primarily into offices. “It’s a diamond in the rough,” 
Unico Development Manager Cody McNeal said.

TERMINAL 2
About 5,000 modular housing units will be manu-
factured yearly at Port of Portland’s Terminal 2 by 
Hacienda Community Develop Corp., according to 
CEO Ernesto Fonseca. The Oregon Legislature appro-
priated $5 million for the project. A $60 million federal 
Economic Development Administration grant is also in 
consideration.

SAFE REST VILLAGE
The city of Portland intends to locate a temporary 
Safe Rest Village outdoor shelter at 1100 NW Naito 
Parkway next to the Harbor of Hope Navigation Cen-
ter. Case management and mental health services 
are to be provided on site. John Hollister, who is 
representing the Pearl District Neighborhood Asso-
ciation in talks with neighbors and city officials about 
a possible good neighbor agreement governing its 
operation, has expressed skepticism about the city’s 
adherence to such agreements in the past.

LINCOLN HIGH SCHOOL
The interior of the new six-story Lincoln High 
School building is nearing completion. This image 
of the gymnasium was posted early last month. It 
will have 60 percent more space than the existing 
building. Completion is set for this summer. For a 
free tour of the old building Wednesday, May 25, 
4-5:30 p.m., RSVP by May 17 to lincolnalum.org/
event-4760376.
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tered people or the wider community.

“Social workers perpetuate the 
problem,” she said, for which she 
blames the “culture of the system” 
rather than the caseworkers them-
selves.

Suarez said that daily contact 
between an outreach worker and an 
unsheltered person is needed to build 
trust and form a relationship that can 
lead to life-changing behavior.

Suarez and Dahlgren prepared for 

the May 1 event, which involved 15 
volunteers from the Pearl District 
Neighborhood Association, with reg-
ular visits to people camping along 
both sides of the freeway. 

They got to know Jacob, a man 
who came to Portland three years ago 
from Louisiana because he heard the 
city provided good opportunities for 
homeless people. 

“You can’t really be homeless in 
the South,” he said.

In one way, he found the promise of 
Portland to be real.

“It’s easy to sell drugs here,” he told 
the NW Examiner.

But his contact with We Heart Seat-
tle has him reconsidering his future.

“They have a good attitude and 
don’t down-talk,” he said.

PDNA board member John Hollis-
ter, who organized the May 1 event, 
said, “We cleared nearly a ton of trash 
on only two square blocks.”

“We are calling our effort a smash-
ing success. As a result, We Heart 
Portland was officially started,”  
he said. n

Clockwise from upper left:
Kevin Dahlgren, Portland resident who 
volunteers for We Heart Seattle; Andrea 
Suarez, executive director of We Heart 
Seattle; Pearl volunteers get to the bottom 
of things; Matt Bordonaro, Jim Rice and 
John Hollister load up some trash. 
 Photos by Wesley Mahan

"Does Seattle have" cont'd from page 1
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LinntonFeed.com
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of Harris S. Matarazzo 
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NW Examiner in our community.

Harris S. Matarazzo 
121 SW Morrison, Suite 1015 

503-226-0306

35 years dedicated to
handcrafted framing
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NW Portland

Katayama Framing
2219 NW Raleigh

www.katayamaframing.com

modify the external structure of the build-
ing … visible to members of the general 
public from” the surrounding streets.

Paul Alessandro, a partner in Harts-
horne Plunkard Architecture of Chicago, 
representing the developer, said, “The 
intent is to preserve the dome and oculus” 
above the third-floor auditorium.

Alessandro said much of the audito-
rium will be converted into hotel rooms 
with the possibility of retaining some 
public space at its center under the dome.

Mark Tobin, a principal at KPFF Con-
sulting Engineers, spoke of making seis-
mic upgrades to preserve the building “for 
the next 100 years.”

The developer’s plans hinge on satisfy-
ing the panoply of city building codes and 
historic guidelines related to recognized 
landmark structures and to all buildings 
in the Alphabet Historic District.  

Brandon Spencer-Hartle, manager of 

the city’s historic resources program, said 
that if only exterior walls are retained, the 
Portland Historic Landmarks Commission 
and City Council would have to determine 
if that constituted an unallowable demoli-
tion. Treatment of the landmark structure 
could also jeopardize a 10-foot height 
bonus for the new hotel structure that 
was assumed in the developer’s five-story 
rendering.

NNCC President Dan Anderson said 
the organization is losing its only tenant, 
Northwest Children’s Theater, in Septem-
ber and would run through its reserves for 
taxes and maintenance within a year if the 
sale is not completed.

Anderson referred to past estimates 
exceeding $10 million to meet seismic 
standards and long-needed structural 
repairs.

Roger Vrilakas, a former president of 
the NNCC who had entertained much 
smaller offers for the property in earlier 
decades, called the Founders Develop-
ments offer “a stunningly good idea. The 
buyer’s plans surpass my fondest dreams.”

Toby said that only a hotel could gen-
erate sufficient revenues to fund the sub-
stantial seismic retrofit and remodeling 
necessary to make the venture profitable. 
Furthermore, she believes there is a mar-
ket for this use. “High-end hospitality is 
lacking in Portland,” she said.

The purchase price will endow a com-
munity fund managed by the Oregon 
Community Foundation. The funds are to 
be distributed annually for projects in the 
six surrounding neighborhoods that:

•  Promote neighborhood civic engage-
ment.

•  Support cultural, educational and recre-
ational opportunities.

•  Support citizen engagement with neigh-
borhood public health issues, including 
air quality and traffic safety.

•  Preserve the natural environment and 
foster interaction with it. n

Project Timeline

Preconstruction&
Permitting

June 2022

ConstructionBegins

Spring 2023

ConstructionCompletion

Oct 2024

Hotel Opening

Dec 2024

28

Hotel
Stabilization

2026/2027

HISTORIC
OFFICES
FOR LEASE

503.223.2200
Jim Brunke 
Real Estate

The Overton Center 
1308 NW 20th 

The Gadsby 
1306 NW Hoyt Street 

“We are contractually 
committed to 

preserving the façade. 
We don’t know what 
we will do with the 

interior.”  
— Tanya Toby, managing 

partner, Founders 
Developments

"Cultural Center members” cont'd from page 1

 Comment on nwexaminer.com 
     or emai l :  a l lan@n wexaminer.com

Above: A timetable by Founders Developments envisions the completion of construction in 
late 2024. Northwest Neighborhood Cultural Center President Dan Anderson expects the 
sale to close by early October.

Left: A rendering of a rejuvenated Northwest Neighborhood Cultural Center and a new 
hotel building was presented by Founders Developments Inc.
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An image can be created overnight.  Building a reputation takes longer.
NW Examiner, since 1986

Name

Street

City/State/Zip Code

Email 

Mail $50 check to NW Examiner, 2825-C NW Upshur St., Portland OR 97210.

Subscription form

OR sign up at Patreon.com/northwestexaminer and pay through PayPal

Life, like baseball, is renewed every spring, and if 
you haven’t renewed your subscription to the NW 
Examiner, this would be a good time. Of course, 
first-time subscribers are especially appreciated.

Since the age of COVID, the Examiner has in-
creasingly become a reader-supported newspa-

per, an honor and necessity in an economy  
in which fewer retailers are around to buy  
advertising. 

Will you join the approximately 1,000 households 
subscribing to the Examiner to support our brand 
of hard-hitting independent local journalism? 

While spring is a time of renewal, as I reminded you last month, nothing lasts forever. My favorite team 
left Brooklyn for Los Angeles, where fans tend to lose interest and leave after seven innings.

The subscription drive that saved the NW Examiner from a daunting precipice in 2020 has been a stun-
ning success, but we continue to depend on renewals and new subscriptions to carry on. So take a 
stretch and a bow, and help us carry on with purpose, strength and independence.
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1122 NW GLISAN ST. PORTLAND, OR 97209 - 503.295.7336 - EWFMODERN.COM
FURNITURE SHOWROOM | INTERIOR DESIGN SERVICES | EST. 2002

ANNIVERSARY SALE
UP TO 40% OFF STOREWIDE

5/20 - 6/3/2022 

*

*select items

• Weir/ESCO
• 1535 LLC
• Hoffman Construction
• Home Instead Senior Care
• Homestreet Bank
• John & Mary Calvin
• Mesher Supply
• Oaktree Investments
• Peter Michaelson & Sidney Perry
• Espousal Strategies
• JDL Construction
• KBC Management
• Northwest Neighborhood Veteri-

nary Hospital
• NW Natural
• SELCO
• Dunn Carney
• Harriet Denison

• Home First Development Partners
• Hoyt Street Properties
• Jennifer & Tom Saunders
• Jutta Allen & Steve Biles
• Providence Health & Services
• Singer Properties
• Walsh Contruction
• Building Blocks 2 Success
• Department of Community
• Lift Urban Portland
• New Expressive Works
• Pixie Project
• Rose Haven
• Self Enhancement Inc
• Society Nine
• BTS Creative Services
• Quaintrelle
• Abbey Road Farm

Many Thanks to our 
generous sponsors for making the 
2022 Friendly House Spring Auction 

Such a wonderful Success!

Many Thanks to our 
generous sponsors for making the 
2022 Friendly House Spring Auction 

Such a wonderful Success!

• Weir/ESCO
• 1535 LLC
• Hoffman Construction
• Home Instead Senior Care
• Homestreet Bank
• John & Mary Calvin
• Mesher Supply
• Oaktree Investments
• Peter Michaelson & Sidney Perry
• Espousal Strategies
• JDL Construction
• KBC Management
• Northwest Neighborhood Veteri-

nary Hospital
• NW Natural
• SELCO
• Dunn Carney
• Harriet Denison

• Home First Development Partners
• Hoyt Street Properties
• Jennifer & Tom Saunders
• Jutta Allen & Steve Biles
• Providence Health & Services
• Singer Properties
• Walsh Contruction
• Building Blocks 2 Success
• Department of Community
• Lift Urban Portland
• New Expressive Works
• Pixie Project
• Rose Haven
• Self Enhancement Inc
• Society Nine
• BTS Creative Services
• Quaintrelle
• Abbey Road Farm

Going Back

Men line up at Northwest Fourth and Flanders for beans, bread, butter and coffee 
at Blanchet House in 1952, the year the agency was founded. It served primarily 
unemployed and underemployed transient workers and immigrants. The Oregon 
Historical Society has an exhibit of Blanchet House history through June 5.

The Fairmount Hotel opened at Northwest 26th Avenue and Vaughn Street in 1905 for the Lewis & Clark Centennial Expo-sition. At the time of this circa 1951 photo, it was known as the Leonard Apartments. It is now named the Historic Fairmount Apartments. City of Portland Archives. A2001-025.83An aerial view of the Northwest District and Northwest Industrial Area, including the 
Montgomery Ward building, in 1971. The site of the former Forestry Building is near the 
lower edge. City of Portland Archives, A2011-015.164.

A view north from Northwest 26th Avenue between Upshur and Vaughn street in 1938. City of Portland Archives, A2001-059.160.
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O.A.S.I.S. 
Old Town Alternate Safe Sleeping 

Initiative 

Who: 
Committed residents, businesses, social service 
agencies and other stakeholders partnered to 
create a safer neighborhood for everyone. The 
Old Town alternative safe sleeping initiative. 
Also known as OASIS, aims to raise funds to 
help unsheltered people who need immediate 
help, and want to relocate safely to places that 
provide refuge, relief and essential resources.  

What: 
100% of OASIS donations to toward: 

‣ Taxis to shelters 
‣ Bus tickets home 
‣Mobility supplies (wheelchairs, walkers) 
‣ First aid and sanitation supplies 
‣ Socks, shoes and clothing 

Where:  
OASIS work is provided to houseless individuals 
throughout the Old Town neighborhood 
boundaries. 

When: 24 Hours/7 Days 
OASIS volunteers provide support 7 days a 
week, 24 hours a day. 

How To Help:  
Make a donation! 

Mail: Old Town Community Association         
c/o OASIS 

 220 NW 2nd, Suite 104 
Portland, OR 97209 

PayPal: 

More Information:  
Email: oasis@pdxoldtown.org 
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agencies and other stakeholders partnered to 
create a safer neighborhood for everyone. The 
Old Town alternative safe sleeping initiative. 
Also known as OASIS, aims to raise funds to 
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provide refuge, relief and essential resources.  

What: 
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‣ Taxis to shelters 
‣ Bus tickets home 
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Where:  
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throughout the Old Town neighborhood 
boundaries. 

When: 24 Hours/7 Days 
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Portland, OR 97209 

PayPal: 

More Information:  
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Northwest Wilson Street, looking west from Northwest 23rd Avenue toward 
Vaughn Street Ball Park and Montgomery Ward in 1939. City of Portland 
Archives, A2009-009.4194.

Little remains from this 1921 scene of Northwest 16th Avenue, though 
the cobblestones and streetcar rails may lie buried under pavement. 
The Bjelland Apartments at Lovejoy can be seen faintly in the dis-
tance. City of Portland Archives.

The Thompson Elk Fountain was blanketed in snow on a 
December day in 1964. City of Portland Archives, A2012-005.

The George Lawrence house on the 
northeast corner of Northwest 23rd 
and Flanders in 1919. City of Port-
land Archives, A2004-002.642.
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Marshall Union Manor
 retireMent living for seniors 62 years or older

Marshall Union Manor has been 
part of Northwest Portland for more 
than 40 years. Our residents enjoy 
the ease and diversity of urban 
living. For residents with cars we 
have off street parking, but many of 
our seniors prefer to utilize the city 
bus or the street car which stops 
just outside our building. We offer 
a beauty/barber shop, community 
vegetable garden, in-house library, 
and numerous clubs and activities. 
Enjoy Retirement to its fullest!

affOrdable Quality retirement livinG
Studio & onE-BEdroom apartmEntS

PLAYFUL PET 
EXPERTS FOR 

OVER 30 YEARS.

503.928.6151
2680 NW THURMAN ST.

NWNEIGHBORHOODVET.COM

Schedule online @: 

www.esautoworks.com
          503.221.2411
              509 NW Everett St
              Open M-F  7am-6pm

Expires 05/07/2022

$10 off anything over $100

$25 off anything over $250

$50 off anything over $500

SAVE WHERE IT COUNTS!SPRING SPRING 
IS HERE!IS HERE!

Parking advisers resist city  
imposition of term limits
By AllAn ClAssen

Tensions between city officials and citi-
zen advisory groups sometimes erupt in 
moments of clarity.

The Portland Bureau of Transportation’s 
stewardship of the Northwest Parking Stake-
holders Advisory Committee triggered one 
such moment last month.

Committee chair Rick Michaelson, himself a 
veteran of decades in City Hall as a staff mem-
ber and later chair of the Portland Planning 
Commission, made a stand over composition 
of the 14-member citizen body. 

Recognizing that term limit rules written by 
PBOT could result in vacating half of the seats 
this year, board member Karen Karlsson pro-
posed eliminating the rule.

Rae-Leigh Stark, a PBOT employee who 
staffs the committee, reminded Michaelson 
that the policy had been settled months ago by 
two bureau chiefs. 

“We don’t care,” he retorted, before insisting 
that topic be on the May agenda.

Three board members said they also wanted 
to discuss the city’s term-limits assumptions.

PBOT Parking Program Coordinator Kristan 
Alldrin, who began attending SAC meetings 
two years ago as resistance to PBOT dictates 
hardened, then took an oblique shot.

“Last year, we asked if anybody wanted to 
step aside so that it wasn’t this mass exodus,” 
Alldrin said, “and nobody took us up on that, 
so I’m just wanting to remind you.”

Of course, committee objections ran deep-
er than the timing of terminations. A 2013 
city ordinance dedicates four seats to both 
the Northwest District Association and the 
Northwest Business Association, and those 

organizations want to fill those slots without 
city interference.

Three business association members, in 
addition to Michaelson and Karlsson, have 
been on the committee since its formation. 
They represent not only institutional memory 
but a balance between commercial and residen-
tial interests upon which the 2013 ordinance 
was based.

Two years ago, Michaelson and Karlsson 
temporarily resigned over PBOT and the Office 
of Community & Civic Life filling at-large seats 
without SAC input. 

“Legally, of course, governments can select 
who they wish as advisers,” Michaelson told 
the NW Examiner later, “but that advice will 
not represent the views of the public at large or 
the affected interest group unless the advisers 
are appropriately selected. 

“The Parking SAC is different because it was 
created by the mutual agreement of NWDA, the 
business association and the city with the clear 
decision that members would be selected by 
each of the groups.”

Michaelson supports the mix of SAC mem-
bership derived from blending organization-
al representatives with others who “bring a 
broader perspective with perhaps different 
histories and experiences.” 

Michaelson does not expect “the old guard” 
to remain in place indefinitely.

“The term limit issue has really arisen 
because of COVID, which slowed the comple-
tion of the SAC work and makes it important 
that the original members participate for anoth-
er year or two before stepping aside for new 
NWDA and Northwest Business Association 
representatives,” he said.

Rick Michaelson, who has chaired the Northwest Parking Stakeholders 
Advisory Committee since its formation in 2014, wants to discuss the Port-
land Bureau of Transportation’s expanding role in selecting its members. 
 Photo by Wesley Mahan

OFFER EXPIRES 06/04/2022

NEWS
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 Snapshots

Thirty-five years after Ben Linder, who grew up in Northwest Portland, was killed 

while on a mission building a small hydroelectric plant in Nicaragua, his brother 

John is keeping his story alive. Today, about 55,000 people receive power from 

plants built by ATDER-BL (Association of Rural Development Workers—Benjamin 

Linder). A tree and bench in Ben’s honor are installed in Wallace Park.
The Balch Creek Trash Rack project in Lower Macleay Trail was complet-
ed and the trail reopened last month.

Street trees were cleared at Northwest 19th and Pettygrove streets in prepara-

tion for expansion of Dove Lewis Emergency Veterinary Hospital with a sec-

ond building. Photo by Scott Kocher

A foreboding statement 
faced drivers under the 

Interstate-405 ramps along 
Northwest Thurman Street, 

a perpetual site of home-
less encampments. The 
sign was soon removed.

Lincoln High School senior Sebastian Kinzie (with Tara Mussulman of Port-land Pearl Rotary), was named student of the month for April by Portland 
Pearl Rotary Club. He is co-president of the school’s National Honor Soci-
ety and co-leader of the Arab Student Union and Arab Honor Society. He is a sprinter and jumper on the Lincoln track and field team. He also helped raise funds for the Palestine Children’s Relief Fund and to help individuals prepare for the U.S. citizenship test.

Lincoln High School students won awards at the Future Business Leaders State 
Conference last month. They include (not all pictured) Angel Liu, first place in 
advertising and UX design; Riley Yoo, fourth place in business law; Dilan Fein, 
first place in introduction to business communication and fifth place in securities 
and investments; Susanna Kramer, second place in business ethics and fourth 
place in introduction to business communication; Ronan Duke-Martin, fifth place 
in graphic design; Ava Delaney, third place in public service announcement; and 
Alyssia Menezes, first place in sales presentation and fourth place in impromptu 
speaking.

Law enforcement agencies at the state, local and federal level are 
investigating anti-Semitic graffiti and burn marks discovered at Con-
gregation Beth Israel, 1972 NW Flanders St. May 2, a few days after 
Holocaust survivors were honored there in a special service.

Sandy Moore (L-R), Angel Stech and Kyle McAvoy of Friends of Wallace Park, were part of a an Earth Day cleanup coordinated by SOLVE.
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LEADERSHIP 
TEAM

ALICE 
HSING

503.880.6842

AMANDA
RUST

503.830.7249

BETH 
FLORA-HORTON

503.706.6849

BOB 
HARRINGTON
503.913.1296

BRIAN 
BUDKE

503.310.5252

CATHI
RENDER

971.806.2408

COLEEN
JONDAHL

503.318.3424

CONNIE
APA

503.805.7474

DEBBIE
WALKER-QUINTANA

503.820.1626

DIRK
HMURA

503.740.0070

ELI
COTHAM

971.380.1363

ERIC
MILD

503.550.3702

GINGER
GREGORY

503.333.1390

HARRISON
WHITMARSH

503.432.5556

JASMIN
HAUSA

971.645.1751

JASON
CASSELL

503.953.5444

JENI
WHITE

503.964.0576

JENNIFER
HOLLAND

971.334.1142

JENNY
JOHNSON

503.267.3412

JEREMIAH
BRANCH

971.806.2769

JESSICA
CORCORAN

503.953.3947

JOSH
GAINER

503.805.3600

JULIE
SPEAR

503.209.9470

JULIE
WILLIAMS

503.705.5033

JUSTIN
NELSON

669.251.3230

KATE
MITCHELL

503.318.4800

KENDALL
WESTPHAL

971.998.5652

KERI
GEERS

503.701.9851

KIM
WILLIAMS

503.502.3573

KRISTEN
BIER

503.734.7560

LAUREN
SINHA

503.705.8636

LYNDA
DOWLING-WU

503.810.6166

MEGAN
WESTPHAL

971.998.3071

MICHELE
SHEA-HAN

503.969.6147

MICHELLE
SCOTT

503.737.4940

RAÚL
BENCOMO

503.707.4619

REBECCA
DONALDSON

503.269.0747

RENÉE
HARPER

RYAN
GARRICK

971.506.6942

SARAH
PITZMAN

971.322.8863

SHELLY
BROWN

971.221.2641

STACY
BUTCHART

503.407.7525

SYDNEY
KEISTER

503.730.0936

TAMARA
NEWMAN

503.360.4159

TRACI
BINDER

971.317.1444

VICTORIA
MARCHESE

 503.780.1937

ABBEY  FUJIYOSHI
COO
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PRINCIPAL BROKER

503.407.2414

LEE DAVIES
CEO

503.997.1118

DAVE
SHUSTER

503.504.3283

503.314.7691

T w o - a g e n t  t e a m s  s e r v e  e v e r y  c l i e n t ,  
c a l l  o u r  l e a d e r s h i p  t e a m  t o  l e a r n  m o r e .

503 .292 .1500

COURTNEY
CLARKE

503.349.6557

TONY
APA

503.806.9773

KRISTIE LACHANCE
BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT

503.936.0160

LEE 
DAVIES

 503.997.1118

L A  G R A N D E

E S T A C A D A

N E T A R T S

E U G E N E

G E R V A I S

R A I N I E R

WE SELL
OREGON

E L E E T E  R E A L  E S T A T E  I S  1 0 0 %  O R G A N I C A L L Y  
H O M E G R O W N  I N  N W  P O R T L A N D .

W H A T ' S  Y O U R  H O M E  W O R T H ?
Over the last 8 weeks our listings have received an average of 5 offers and sold for an average of 10% over asking price. 

Here are some of our more exciting examples around town: 

KENDALL
BERGSTROM
503.799.2596

DOUG
BERGMANN
503.869.7677

DIANE
HO

503.270.6311

JO
GOLD

503.550.7120

JON
ZIEGLER

503.893.9781

DIANA
ERICKSON

503.319.5544

PICK ANY TWO TO 
REPRESENT YOU

N O R T H W E S T  P O R T L A N D S O U T H W E S T  P O R T L A N D N O R T H E A S T  P O R T L A N D S O U T H E A S T  P O R T L A N D

T I G A R D H I L L S B O R O

11 OFFERS    40.1% OVER LIST PRICE

LIST:  $1,185,000 |  SOLD: $1,660,000

4 OFFERS    10.8% OVER LIST PRICE

LIST:  $1,895,000 |  SOLD: $2,100,000

P O R T L A N D  H E I G H T S S U N S E T  C O R R I D O R B E A V E R T O N

7 OFFERS    15.2% OVER LIST PRICE

LIST:  $1,085,000 |  SOLD: $1,250,000

7 OFFERS    15.5% OVER LIST PRICE

LIST:  $1,385,000 |  SOLD: $1,600,000

14 OFFERS    24.2% OVER LIST PRICE

LIST:  $499,900 |  SOLD: $620,650

6 OFFERS    16.7% OVER LIST PRICE

LIST:  $630,000 |  SOLD: $735,000

7 OFFERS    18.2% OVER LIST PRICE

LIST:  $499,000 |  SOLD: $590,000

8 OFFERS    22.2% OVER LIST PRICE

LIST:  $818,000 |  SOLD: $1,000,000

16 OFFERS    16.6% OVER LIST PRICE

LIST:  $669,000 |  SOLD: $780,000

LORI DAVIES
COMMUNITY OUTREACH

503.997.2323


