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By AllAn ClAssen

Kevin Dahlgren of We Heart Portland is optimis-
tic about the city’s seemingly insurmountable 
homelessness crisis. He likes the mayor’s pro-

posed camping ban tied to wrap-around services.

“I really think this is going to be one of the turn-
ing points in Portland,” Dahlgren said. “I have seen 
more hope in Portland than I’ve seen in the last 10-15 
years.”

His prediction does not rely solely on the usual 
sources: government and social agency officials. It 
comes from the ground up.

“The homeless have noticed a shift,” he said.

His reading of this hard-to-quantify population sec-
tor is not superficial. 

“I know every homeless person in the Pearl, and 
their families,” he said. 

The same goes for Gresham, where his day job is 
with the city’s homeless services department. He has 
introduced himself and checked on homeless people 
repeatedly to see what they need and what it might 
take to get them off the street, and then seen that they 

Turning   Point?
Homeless crisis  
     seen as winnable

Career social worker Kevin Dahlgren of We Heart Portland believes common 
sense approaches to homelessness are about to make a dramatic difference in 
the city. “I really think this is the start of something big,” he said.

Outdoor dining at Café Nell’s parking lot and on-street tables light up the night and generates noise that adjacent neighbors do 
not find compatible with a residential neighborhood. Restaurant owner Vanessa Preston is seeking city approval to permanently 
expand the business despite its incompatible residential zoning.

By AllAn ClAssen

Vanessa Preston, owner of Café 
Nell, a 49-seat restaurant pro-
hibited from expanding by its 

residential zoning, has created an 
approximately 200-seat indoor-out-
door complex under city programs 
designed to help small businesses.

Despite ample evidence to the con-
trary, Preston has been credited with 
a willingness to accommodate neigh-
bors’ complaints about the noise and 
nuisance of outdoor operation. If she 
has broken no promises, it’s because 
she has not been compelled to make 
any.

Last month, the Northwest District 
Association Planning Committee heard 
her case for permanent non-conform-
ing use of the 50-by-100-foot parking 
lot and gave its support—with the con-
dition that she sign a good neighbor 
agreement. Under city code, non-con-
forming use approvals are contingent 
on “mitigation measures” to ensure 
“there will be no net increase in overall 
detrimental impacts on the surround-
ing area” over past use.

At the committee meeting, Preston 

Café goes for permanent expansion onto parking lot

Neighbors still waiting for mitigation measures, negotiations
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The Dan Volkmer Team
Dan Volkmer PrinciPal broker 

burDean barTlem, kishra oTT, marDi DaVis & FriTz benz brokers

licenseD in The sTaTe oF oregon 

Specializing in Historic & Architecturally Significant Homes

See  our  webs i te  a t  www.danvolkmer.com

I was absolutely stunned by the level of 
expertise your team brought to table. 
Throughout the entire process — looking at 

numerous properties, the offer, the sequence 
of events thereafter — it was all handled with 
incredible diligence and professionalism. I felt 
very taken care of and consulted and overall, in 
great hands the entire time.

Thank you again for everything, Dan. I hope 
the opportunity will come where I can call upon 
you and your team once again to sell and buy 
once more.

Given the choice I would work with no other 
team other than yours.

— Freddy

“

”

DiamonDs: Timeless, DisTincTive, BeauTiful
iT’s like finDing a Treasure chesT full of gems

in PorTlanD’s souThwesT hills

feels like san francisco’s Pacific heighTs

1703 SW Montgomery Drive
It is hard to remember another house so full of architectural detail. It seems that no 
expense was spared when building this house for Dr. A. J. Geisy and his wife Ida in 
1929 by architects Higgins and Biederman of A.E. Doyle’s firm.
The dramatic peaked entry, Gothic lantern light fixtures, klinker brick, and 
decorative timber elements combine to create an exceptional English Tudor exterior.
The home’s signature motif, the diamond, lends a romantic allure and accents 
many leaded glass and diamond-pane windows, custom wrought iron and fireplace 
trim. Intricate millwork graces the walls, enhancing the windows, doorways, and 
built-in bookcases. Oak floors are accented with inlay around the border. A bank of leaded glass windows is flanked by two French doors; a built-in 
china cabinet has leaded glass doors to display collections and treasures.
Also used repeatedly throughout the house are arches: they are found in doorways, hallways, insets, art niches, window shapes, pocket doors and 
French doors. An updated kitchen embraces the era and original butler’s pantry still shines with original tile, fixtures and cupboards.
Downstairs is a family/media room that was meticulously designed by AIA Architect Richard Woodling in 2014. It feels like it has always been there.
City house with Mt. St. Helens, Mt. Adams and Mt. Hood views. Walking distance to Ainsworth School and Washington Park.
4 bedrooms, 31/2 baths + den/library, sunroom and family/media room with kitchenette/wet bar. 4,560 Sq. Ft., RMLS #22315115. $1,695,000

“The thing that impresses me about your marketing is that you give 
the same effort and attention to detail when promoting a condo for 
$395K or a multimillion dollar home. That commitment to your client, 
whatever the price range, is admirable. Nice job. Good luck.” 
— Joe Stilwell | Managing Principal Broker | Windermere Realty Trust

2125 NW 33rd Avenue
Light up the living room fireplace or the bonus room stove 
on cold winter days and watch the winter birds. View the 
back yard from the west-facing sunroom while enjoying a 
cup of tea. Surrounded by solitude, this oasis of nature is on 
a big lot verdant with flowers, fruit, and veggies. All aspects 
of the home lead to the nature of Willamette Heights living, 
while the abundant Craftsman detailing in the interior is a 
testament to the artisans of 1913. Unfinished basement and 
attic present possibilities. House is being sold as is and is just 
waiting for its next adventure.
3 bedrooms, bonus, 2 baths, 2632 Sq. Ft., Carport/driveway, 
RMLS #22356386 $650,000.

“Christmas is a time when you get homesick — even 
when you’re home.” — Carol Nelson

Willamette HeigHts 1913 Warm and Cozy 
Craftsman  

“Gratitude. It can turn a meal into a feast, a 
house into a home, a stranger into a friend.”  

— Melody Beattie
tHe ambassador — an address of 

distinCtion sinCe 1922

2109 SW 6th Avenue, Unit 303
Impossible to duplicate, the historic Ambassador stands 
as it did the day it was built in 1922. Pride of ownership 
is apparent the moment one gazes upon the impeccably 
maintained central courtyard. The unit with its graceful 
and classically elegant floor plan was designed for 
gatherings of all sizes with an open layout, allowing for 
a feeling of connection between public rooms. Primary 
bedroom is ensuite and all rooms have generous windows 
that fill the spaces with natural light. Built in 1922—
converted to condos in 1978 and located in the Cultural 
District just steps from The Arlene Schnitzer Concert 
Hall and the South Park Blocks.
2 bedrooms, 2 full baths, storage unit, parking lease 
for space #7 in adjacent lot is available. 1,266 Sq. Ft. 
(approx.) RMLS #22041617 $395,000.

2409 NW Marshall Street
Where every day is a holiday and the fireplace is just 
waiting for a cozy gathering. The expansive covered front 
porch has now welcomed guests for over 120 years. From 
the very beginning this 1902 Craftsman beauty hosted 
local guests as well as visiting dignitaries. The timeless 
elegance of the home presented a perfect setting for 
weddings and community fundraisers, live theater, music 
concerts and dance performances. Local celebrities, 
bon vivants, artists, colorful characters and next door 
neighbors gathered within the home which retains much 
of it’s original architectural details and the feeling of 
welcome, fun and joie de vivre.
5 bedrooms, 3 full & 1/2 baths, 4,555 Sq. Ft. (approx.) 
finished, 2-spot carport, RMLS #22121142  $1,300,000.

“May your walls know joy, may every room 
hold laughter, and every window open to great 

possibility.” — Mary Anne Radmacher
grand dame on an iConiC street in tHe 

alpHabet distriCt

SW Chesapeak
Bring your dreams and plan to life in one of SW Portland’s 
captivating neighborhoods with its winding wooded streets, 
territorial views and mix of architectural styles. This vacant lot 
is between addresses 4031 and 3921 SW Chesapeak Avenue. 
Its private nature lends to a perfect site for building. Lot and 
tree surveys, Geo & Soils reports and completed easements are 
available for review. Rieke Elementary, Robert Gray Middle, Ida 
B. Wells High School.
FAIRCREST, LOT 18, 0.18 acres (7,940 Sq. Ft.) per Portland 
Maps. RMLS #22485410 $247,000.

“The trip is never too hard, if you know you’re going 
home.” — The Chofetz Chaim

build a Home of your oWn in tHe 
soutHWest HeigHts
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Who is the bully?
My goodness, talk about bullying [“Metering with-
out representation,” November 2022]. The Portland 
Bureau of Transportation should look in the mir-
ror. Next thing they’ll do is change the name of the 
Northwest Parking Stakeholders Advisory Committee 
to the Northwest Parking Stakeholders Rubber Stamp 
Committee.

Marsh Sly
NW Summitview Drive

Vacuums needed
I am thrilled to see our most visible neighborhood car 
wash at Northwest 19th and Burnside is finally open 
again. The Radio Cab car wash doesn’t offer the same 
service, and the self-serve car wash at Northwest 29th 
and Nicolai left years ago. The next closest had been 
in the Lloyd District.

Surprisingly, this Kaady Car Wash does not have vac-
uums. The attendant said that after a lengthy permit 
process, the city required low-noise vacuum settings, 

which rendered them useless. A car wash with vac-
uums had been on that corner for as long as I can 
remember. 

Does the city really expect the corner of West Burn-
side and 19th to be quiet? Are we supposed to cross 
the Willamette River or the Tualatin Mountains to 
vacuum out our child safety seats?

City of Portland: Are your mom and dad home? I 
would like to speak with them.

Max Brunke
NW Pettygrove St.

Cont’d on page 5

BY ALLAN CLASSEN   |   EDITOR & PUBLISHER

Why is advice so threatening? 
Why is the city of Portland 
putting such effort into under-

cutting and redirecting the Northwest 
Parking Stakeholders Committee, a 
group of neighborhood representatives 
reviewing parking programs and expen-
ditures in the Northwest District?

The committee is merely advisory to 
the Portland Bureau of Transportation 
director, who can consider or ignore its 
recommendations without obligation 
to even respond, much less explain his 
actions.

PBOT and the Portland Office of Com-
munity & Civic Life are particularly 
focused on picking the people who are 
to speak for the neighborhood and busi-
ness associations. The city has assumed 
full control of the five at-large seats on 
the 13-member body, and now it claims 
authority to also dictate appointments 
to the eight other seats the City Council 
designated for the two associations in 
2013.

The bureaus obviously consider the 
taming of the parking committee a high 
priority. PBOT and Civic Life routine-
ly bring 10 or more staff members and 
consultants to its meetings, including 
top PBOT management officials, who 
are quick to step in when their turf is 
threatened. 

If nothing else, the bureaus reveal a 
profound sensitivity to public opinion. 
Their fear of an authentic voice of the 
community is so acute they seed the 
committee with individuals having 
nominal connections to the neighbor-
hood but high affinity for the city’s 
point of view.

Respect for the power of public opinion 
is not in itself a virtue: The worst auto-
crats and demagogues of modern histo-
ry all believed in the power of public 
opinion … and worked assiduously to 
manipulate it toward their ends.

The pattern of paternalistic manage-
ment of citizen input has become 
deeply implanted at City Hall, going 

beyond these two bureaus overseen by 
Commissioner Jo Ann Hardesty. The 
Charter Reform measure approved by 
city voters last month was the work of 
a highly engineered citizen body that 
felt emboldened to go far beyond its 
mandate and declare that its theories of 
social equity become city government’s 
central purpose. 

With the decisive victory at the ballot 
box, moderate people in or close to 
city government will be inclined to go 
along with the flow. Those wishing to 
serve on the three advisory committees 
that will iron out particulars of the new 
charter are being screened and groomed 
by Civic Life. 

Applicants were asked to respond to 
statements such as:

“You are an advocate for racial equity: 
You want positive and long-lasting 
outcomes for racial and ethnic commu-
nities who have been left out. You can 
bring discussion about racial and ethnic 
communities who need it most.”

If one’s ideas fall outside the currently 
popular anti-racism rhetoric—even if 
they are in line with a century of Amer-
ican civil rights champions—it may be 
prudent to balance candor against a 
quick exit from consideration. 

No comments are sought by Civic Life 
about broader political topics concern-
ing majority rule, mob mentality, the 
value of dissent or of a diversity of 
viewpoints. Independent-minded appli-
cants may either step away from the 
process or censor themselves to aid in 
their selection. If parroting the company 

line leads to making the cut, it could 
also restrain later expression of true 
feelings.

Democracies thrive on diversity; an 
acceptance of all types of people and 
a free and open-minded exchange of 
ideas. An orthodoxy imposed from on 
high that inculcates conformity and 
timidity is their kryptonite. 

Authoritarian regimes, on the other 
hand, strive for a docile citizenry. Port-
land under this charter will be drawn 
in that direction, even as a new utopian 
elite lectures us on right thinking and 
their doctrine of social equity.

And many decent people who know 
better will go along quietly to avoid 
making ripples in their careers and 
social standing. n

Engineering consent of the governed

“We need 13 yes-people for the  
     Northwest Parking Committee ASAP!”
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Notice of Nondiscriminatory Policy to All Students

Congregation Beth Israel’s Religious School admits 
students of any race, color, national origin to all the 
rights, privileges, programs, and activities generally 
accorded or made to students at the school. It does not 
discriminate on the basis of race, color, national and 
ethnic origin in administration of its educational poli-
cies, admissions, scholarship and loan programs, and 
athletic and other school administrated programs. 

Alexandra M. Lynch
Alexandra M. Lynch, who lived for 
many years on Northwest Irving 
Street, died Oct. 6 at age 88. Alexan-
dra Marja Arnold was born Dec. 30, 
1933, and attended St. Helen’s Hall 
on Southwest Vista Avenue. She 
attended Brimmer and May School 
in Massachusetts and Reed College. 

She married Portland artist Douglas Lynch in 1955. In 
the 1980s, they opened The Design Source in the Galle-
ria. The studio included his studio and her import 
boutique, where she curated the work of artisans from 
around the world. He died in 2009. She is survived by 
her son, John; and two grandsons. Another son, Jason, 
predeceased her.

Gwyneth Gamble Booth
Gwyneth Gamble Booth, a Portland 
civic leader, journalist and corporate 
pioneer who lived in Portland 
Heights and Goose Hollow, died Oct. 
25 at age 86. Gwyneth Evans was 
born Sept. 11, 1936, in Seattle. She 
graduated with a degree in journal-
ism from the University of Washing-

ton. She married Theodore R. Gamble in 1957, and they 
moved to Portland, where she hosted “Front Street 
Weekly” on Oregon Public Broadcasting. She was the 
first woman to serve on Portland General Electric’s 
board of directors and later chaired the PGE Founda-

tion. She also served on the boards of the Portland 
Japanese Garden, the Oregon Community Foundation, 
OHSU Knight Cancer Institute, the Oregon Institute for 
Literary Arts, The Dougy Center, the Portland Art 
Museum and the Regional Arts Council. In 1984, she 
married Brian Booth. In 1998, they were jointly given 
the Portland First Citizen Award. He died in 2012. She 
is survived by her son, Brian Gamble; and daughter, 
Elizabeth Gamble Caldwell. Two other sons, Theodore 
Gamble III and Bruce Gamble, predeceased her.

Roberta “Bobbie” Loukes
Roberta “Bobbie” Joan Loukes, a lay priest at Trinity 
Episcopal Cathedral and volunteer at Legacy Good 
Samaritan Medical Center, died Oct. 7 at age 88. Rober-
ta McLean was born Dec. 18, 1933, in Canada and 
moved to the United States in the early 1960s with 
her husband, Patrick Peacock-Loukes. They lived near 
Portland State University for more than a decade. She 
was a founding partner of Portland Walking Tours. She 
was the wedding coordinator at Trinity and a member 
of the Altar Guild. She is survived by her husband, 
Patrick; daughters, Catherine Loukes-Shaver, Wendy 
Loukes, and Brenda Loukes-Sanguinetti; brother, Bruce 
McLean; five grandchildren; and one great-grandchild.

Ella J. Roggow
Ella J. Roggow, a longtime Northwest 
business owner of Hands On Health, 
died on Oct. 6 at age 62. She was born 
in Las Vegas and graduated from Ore-
gon College of Oriental Medicine. She 
practiced acupuncture and tradition-
al Chinese medicine for 26 years and 
was a member of the pioneering Inte-

grative Health Care Advisory Board at Legacy Good 
Samaritan Medical Center, where her clinic was located. 
She is survived by her mother. 

James D. Faville
James Donald Faville, who with his wife operated the 
Attic Art Gallery in their Arlington Heights home, 
died Oct. 11 at age 88. He was born Feb. 27, 1934, in 
Portland, where he attended Beaumont Grade School 
and Grant High School. After graduating from Stanford 
University and serving in Korea in the U.S. Army, he 
returned to Portland and worked for the family busi-
ness, Pacific Paper Box. He eventually became the 
owner of the company. He married Diana in 1955. He 
was a member of the Multnomah Athletic Club and 
served on the board of the Oregon Arts and Craft Soci-

ety. He is survived by his wife, Diana; sons, Jeffrey and 
Christopher; and six grandchildren.

Sarah Warner
Sarah Anne Warner, who was born at the old St. Vin-
cent Hospital on Northwest Westover, died on Oct. 15 
at age 70. Sarah McDonald was born Feb. 19, 1952, and 
attended St. Cecilia Grade School and graduated from 
St. Mary’s Academy in 1970. She studied pre-medicine 
and music at the University of the Pacific in Stockton, 
Calif., and worked for Oregon Health Sciences Univer-
sity’s Clinical Research Center. She set records for her 
age group in the decathlon competing for the Mult-
nomah Athletic Club. She married William Warner in 
1976. She is survived by her brother, Paul McDonald.

John R. Bentley
John Rutherford Bentley, a longtime 
resident of Arlington Heights, died 
Nov. 1 at age 92. He was born May 2, 
1930, and graduated from West Syl-
van Grade School, Lincoln High 
School and the University of Oregon. 
After graduating from Harvard Busi-
ness School, he and his wife, Patricia 

Grathwohl, moved to Portland. In 1964, he co-founded 
RA Gray & Co. Construction. He later operated Beau-
port Enterprises, a property management company, 
until his death. He served on the Portland Planning 
Commission, was a longtime member of the Oregon 
College of Arts and Crafts board and was a member of 
Bethel Congregational Church in Beaverton. His last 
residence was on Southwest Park Place. He is survived 
by his wife, Patricia; daughters, Emily Anderson and 
Sally Bentley; son, John Jr. (Sonya); brother, Owen 
Bentley; and six grandchildren.

Miriam T. ffitch
Miriam Teresa ffitch, a longtime 
Arlington Heights resident, died on 
Oct. 30 at age 95. Miriam Dent was 
born Jan. 24, 1927, in England, and 
studied social work at Durham Uni-
versity. She married Bruce ffitch in 
1949, and they moved to Zimbabwe, 
where she worked as a kindergarten 

teacher. They moved to Iowa, where Mr. ffitch had a long 
career with John Deere & Co., and she received a bache-
lor’s and a master’s degree in social work, leading to a 
social work career in Illinois. They moved to Portland, 
where she opened a psychotherapy practice. After his 
death in 2017, she lived on Northwest Westover. She is 
survived by children Simon, Mark, Sarah, Peter and 
John; 12 grandchildren; and eight great-grandchildren

Death Notices
Albert teruyA Abe, 92, member of First United Meth-
odist Church.

ruben J. MenAshe, 89, member of Congregation Beth 
Israel.
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Need a post office
Whom do I plead with to establish a 
new post office substation since the one 
removed at Northwest 24th and Savier 
streets is the future site of more condos/
offices? We need to have a post office 
again.

I also wanted to thank We Heart Port-
land [“ODOT removes fences, camp-
sites return,” November 2022] for 
their well-meaning but unappreciated 
cleanup of the homeless camps in the 
city. This is an outrageous oversight 
on the part of the mayor and the city 
commissioners and an embarrassment 
to anyone who knew what our city was 
like. My letters to Mayor Ted Wheeler 
get nowhere. 

Marcia Freed
NW Blue Pointe Lane

Uncharted change
Thank you for your insightful editorial 
regarding Ballot Measure 26-228 in the 
November edition of the NW Examiner. 
Your points were all well communicat-
ed and got to the heart of the risk of a 
myopic lurch for “change!” 

As the saying goes, be careful what you 
wish (or vote) for.

Naomi Pollock
NW 12th Ave.

Good points on charter
I grabbed a copy of the NW Examiner 
at church to read about the history of 
our church [“Mennonite mission once 
planted seeds in Northwest Portland,” 
November 2022]. 

Then I read your article on charter 
reform. You made some very good 
points. I already voted against 26-228, 
but I felt a little apologetic about voting 
no when all of the groups I admire were 
voting yes. I hadn’t thought about which 
extremists might slither out of their dark 
corners when the bar is so low to get 
elected. I voted no because nobody else 
has this kind of city government, I want 
to hear more about Mingus Mapps’ plan, 
and three people from each district 
sounds like it will invite squabbling. 
Thank you for your well-written article.

Debbie Lang
NE Campaign St.

Transportation bureau 
oversteps
I recently attended a series of classes 
presented by the city. The educator 
said, “The city writes my checks, but I 
work for you.” 

The sentiment nearly brought me to 
tears, and I wished that I could hear 
that dedication to service from other 
city bureaus, specifically the Portland 
Bureau of Transportation

The recent meetings of the North-
west Parking Stakeholders Advisory 
Committee I have attended focused 
on interactions between attendees 
[“Metering without representation,” 
November 2022]. More than 75 percent 
of the time was given to the question 
of bullying. Was that a planned dis-
traction to ensure that the real busi-
ness of the advisory committee was 
left unattended?

This neighborhood began to tackle the 
parking issues long ago. There have 
been 40 years of studies and discus-
sions. The city did not get involved 
until there were meter revenue to be 
spent, and now it is all over it, choos-
ing the committee members, defining 
their roles and the terms of their social 
interactions and devaluing the years of 
expertise shared by the neighborhood 
SAC members. Neighborhood advisory 
committee members may have more 
education and experience in parking 
management than the city employees, 
and they certainly better understand 
the neighborhood’s needs and con-
cerns.

The question here is: Who is bullying 
whom? The director of PBOT stat-
ed that he and the commissioner in 
charge of the bureau have the power to 
control all SAC rules and decisions. 

I fear that the new charter may make 
this situation even worse, further 
separating the community from the 
bureaus and lessening the influence of 
our elected representatives.

Kathy Sharp
NW Northrup St.

Reader Marcia Freed does not consider the retail post office at Northwest 19th and 
Vaughn a suitable alternative to the former branch at Northwest 24th and Savier streets.
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“The homeless are 
feeling good about 

Mayor Wheeler’s plan. I 
really think this is the 

start of something big.” 
– Kevin Dahlgren,  

We Heart Portland

‘Mayors’ rule street life
For Kevin Dahlgren, it all starts with getting through to the mayor.

He is not referring to Mayor Ted Wheeler or even the former mayor of Gresham, 
who hired him four years ago to design and implement a homeless program for 
his city.

Dahlgren says most clusters of campers have a person known as the mayor or 
sometimes called the captain. They tend to be middle-aged men with decades 
of street experience who help their charges cope with the dangers and deprava-
tions of life outdoors. 

“The good ones keep out problems,” Dahlgren said. “They just try to run a com-
munity in the most functional way possible. … They do their best to protect the 
people in their community. Generally, they are good people.”

The role seems to be based on seniority, old salts entrusted to decide who can 
live with them and enforce rules of conduct, typically prohibiting drugs, thievery 
and fights. 

There are also “bad” mayors, often the suppliers of illicit drugs and sometimes 
ruling with an iron fist. In Dahlgren’s experience, even these leaders provide a 
degree of order and can be negotiated with.

 In larger campsites, there may be a deputy mayor and one or more campers 
providing security. 

When Dahlgren approaches a new group of campers, he asks to speak to the 
mayor. Most hear him out and respect his message of wanting to clean up the 
area and help the occupants who need it.

“Working with mayors has been incredibly invaluable,” Dahlgren said.

Dahlgren learned about street culture over a long career in social work and coun-
seling with a variety of nonprofits and government programs in the Portland 
area. That knowledge remains arcane, having no bearing on the major programs 
and funding directed at the issue, he said.

“I have never met an agency that recognizes it,” he said. “They say, ‘What are you 
talking about?” when he brings up street mayors.

This world should not be difficult to imagine, Dahlgren said.

“Doesn’t it make sense that within any subculture, hierarchies are going to form? 
Aren’t they just naturally going to form their own government?” 

In a social realm barely visited by outsiders, campers naturally turn to peers for 
problem solving, leadership and protection, he said. 

– Allan Classen

get it.

I have witnessed a few of those 
interactions as a volunteer with We 
Heart Portland, a project largely under-
written—and supplied with volun-
teers—by the Pearl District Neighbor-
hood Association.

A camper calling himself Truth, 
who slept under a slim overhang of 
an Interstate 405 ramp near Northwest 
Couch Street, gave Dahlgren a grim 
answer last July: “It would take a mir-
acle.”

Dahlgren, a social worker in the 
metropolitan area for 27 years who 
now heads We Heart’s expansion into 
Portland, was undeterred. Starting a 
conversation is a victory in his mind. 
While Truth has not been seen lately, 
about 25 of the campers living along 
the freeway between West Burnside 
and Northwest Glisan streets moved 
out after three months of outreach and 
weekly cleanups by We Heart. All 45 
tents previously in the area were gone 
and remained so for two months until 
the Oregon Department of Transporta-
tion intervened, removing fencing and 
signs to ward off camping. 

In that brief time, the program has 
turned heads.

“We showed what a difference out-
reach can make,” he said. “Think what 
we did with $15,000. It’s all about the 
approach.”

Regular contact by the same out-

Above: Kevin Dahlgren has found most people living on the streets will warm up to him if he does 
not leave at the first sign of resistance.

Right: By kneeling to engage with a woman sitting on the sidewalk, Kevin Dahlgren makes offers 
of assistance nonthreatening.

"Turning Point" cont'd from page 1
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reach worker is not the model followed 
by government and major social agen-
cies, he said. Periodic official sweeps 
of encampments may be preceded by 
offers of alternatives, but without hav-
ing personal relationships with the 
messengers, most homeless people turn 
them down. 

“The homeless are waiting for us 
to get it together, because they want 
help,” Dahlgren said. “They are open to 
receiving help if they think it’s going to 
happen.”

There is a place for substance-free 
shelters as well as low-barrier facilities 
that take all comers who want to get 
sober and clean, he said. 

“If they express an interest in some-
thing better, we drop everything to 
help,” he said. “Whether they’re using 
or not, have they contemplated change?”

He sees unsanctioned camping as a 
dead end.

“A homeless person will never get 
their needs met on the street,” he said.

The mayor’s $27 million plan, which 
was scheduled to be voted on by the 
City Council on Nov. 30, has drawn 
support from every council member 
except Jo Ann Hardesty. It would cre-
ate six large campsites in areas distant 
from homes and businesses and staffed 
around the clock by mental health and 
other service providers.  

“I support the plan,” Dahlgren said. 
“I think it’s a great idea. It’s a plan we 
can all work together on and make it a 
success.

“It will take a public and private col-
laboration,” he added.

That’s a good thing, in his mind.

“Civic engagement is the missing 

piece; getting the community involved 
again,” he said.

Dahlgren has tapped a wellspring of 
grass-roots energy. About 20 volunteers 
worked most Saturday mornings last 
summer, and John Hollister, who led 
the Pearl District Neighborhood Associ-
ation’s part of the program, volunteered 
about two or three hours a day.

But the organization needs more 
involvement to fulfill a citywide mis-
sion. That may be on the horizon.

Steve Rallison, an interfaith relations 
representative with the Church of Lat-
ter-day Saints who lives in the North-
west Hills, is working within his own 
denomination and a greater Portland 
interfaith coalition to partner with We 
Heart Portland.

“Andrea and Kevin are like boots-
on-the-ground soldiers who we emulate 
and love,” Rallison said. “I’ve made a 
commitment to them that either through 
United in Spirit or other sources, we 
will find [a way to replicate the success 
of We Heart Seattle]. 

“There are so many people who are 
dying to help,” he said, “and they ask 
time and again, ‘What can we do to help 
folks and help our city?’”

The new connection is part of Dahl-
gren’s rising expectations.

“Common sense is returning,” he 
said. “The homeless are feeling good 
about Mayor Wheeler’s plan. I really 
think this is the start of something big. 
We could end this crisis next year if we 
all work together.” n

We Heart brings missing 
ingredient – courage
Bringing hope and order to the streets can get dicey. Kevin Dahlgren has learned 
that first hand in a career working with homeless people. 

He found a comrade in arms when he connected with Andrea Suarez, a tech 
industry manager who turned her desire to clean up her neighborhood park 
in Seattle into a nonprofit organization, We Heart Seattle has cleared trash and 
encampments from 40 parks in two years and kept them clean.

When asked by a podcaster for the key to her success, she said, “Courage is num-
ber one.”

“Showing up without police causes people to trust us,” Suarez said.

Homeless campers may greet strangers with a show of hostility, she said, but 
those who linger can pass the test.

“We approach them and talk to them,” Dahlgren added. “Within five minutes of 
standing our ground, they become a different person. That builds trust. We don’t 
scare the second things get heated.”

That measure of courage is rarely expected of conventional caseworkers, he said, 
because their employers tell them to keep their distance and leave at the first 
sign of danger.

Their fortitude was demonstrated in the Pearl District this summer when an intim-
idating man named Wayne approached them and a circle of We Heart Portland 
volunteers preparing for a workday. Wayne carried a bundle of wire fencing he 
had cut down, undoing hours of We Heart labor intended to keep campers from 
returning to state-owned land they had cleared along Interstate 405. 

Declaring that he had been a heavyweight boxer, Wayne threw down the wires 
defiantly.

Without recoiling or raising their voices, Dahlgren and Suarez talked him down 
and persuaded him to join the cleanup. Eventually, he promised not to cut down 
any more fences.

Not every encounter resolves positively. 

Dahlgren has had a gun pointed to his head and been hospitalized due to 
encounters on the street. 

This summer, he ran after a man who had just stolen a laptop computer, wrestled 
it away from him and returned it to its owners. It was no big deal, he told awe-
struck observers.

“He was afraid of me,” Dahlgren said.

--Allan Classen

Kevin Dahlgren digs trash from amid boulders along Interstate 405. We Heart Seattle founder Andrea Suarez is undaunted by the mess generated by 
campsites under the Flanders Street Crossing.

We Heart Portland “trash hunters” stand before the day’s trophy: a pickup full of junk. 
They are John Hollister (L-R), Kevin Dahlgren, Sally Mize and Matt Bordonaro.

While several We Heart Portland volunteers in the background had no time for a photo-
graph, Kevin Dahlgren (L-R), Vadim Mozyrsky, Jim Rice, Sally Mize and Judie Dunken 
commemorate their workday along the freeway.
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 Going Out

4th Saturday CleanUp
Dec 24, 9am–10am: help pick up litter in our neighborhood; sponsored by SOLVE. 

Check out our website for more info or email info@nwportlandhostel.com.  

Events - Open  to  Al l  
Mon – Live Music with Open Mic (6:30pm-10pm) 
Tue – Mr. Ben – Live Music for Kids (5pm-6pm)
Wed – Trivia Night (7pm-9pm)
Thu – Old Time Music Jam (7pm-10pm)
Sat (1st & 3rd) – Blues Happy Hour (4pm-6pm) 
Sun – Irish Jam (1:30pm until done) 

Great scratch made menu, and 12 local beers, 
ciders and kombucha on tap

7am – 11pm  every day 
www.hostelcafepdx.com

1810 NW Glisan St 
503-417-8143     #pdxhostelcafe

Escape to Nature on Mt Hood 

Yurts (heated) & Camping
2-bedroom cabin 

1-hour drive from Portland, 
near hiking trails & skiing 

www.zigzagmountainfarm.com
503-922-3162        #zigzagmtnfarm

By GerAld Greeve

When Brian Carrick and Brian 
Lamback decided to open 
Please Louise six years ago, 

they envisioned a “good neighborhood 
restaurant that happens to have great 
pizza.” 

Carrick, the owner, and Lamback, the 
chef, aimed for a strong dinner menu 
with pizza as a minor player. But when 
COVID made takeout de rigueur, pizza 
sales exploded. And not just because 
pizza is the ultimate takeout food. 
Please Louise serves the most interest-
ing pizzas in Portland and they are deli-
cious, too.

While they have all the standard 
pizza varieties, eight of their own com-
binations are singular.

Wild mushroom: Daily-foraged 
mushrooms might include chanterelles, 

yellow foots, morels, porcini or oyster. 
Add hefty chunks of pancetta, scoops of 
creamy gorgonzola melting into the fon-
tina and a drizzle of honey. We asked 
for thinly sliced, caramelized lemon, 
and the kitchen was happy to comply.

Triple pepperoni: big slices, thick 
chunks and grated—a meaty delight in 
every form. 

Potato carbonara: a riff on pasta 
carbonara with egg yolk, bacon, black 
pepper, roasted garlic plus flavor-rich 
huckleberry gold potatoes.

Artichoke pie: Artichoke hearts, pro-
sciutto and fried rosemary with mornay 
sauce. 

Meatball 2.0: The mozzarella, ricotta 
and green olives take old standard fla-
vors to new heights.

Autumn squash pizza: Mama Lil’s 
peppers with roasted pepitas and cotija 

Nob Hill Bar & Grill
937 NW 23rd Avenue • 503-274-9616
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NOBBY NEWS
 

BURGER
COUNT
1,293,227

Enter your name for a monthly drawing.
This month’s burger winner is Kelly Mack.

VAR seen at Nobby’s
James Ambrose. a long-

time regular at the 
Nob Hill Bar & Grill and 
a Duck fan, is the new 
Video Assisted Referee 
(VAR) for the World 
Cup. His insistence 
that many calls on the 
football field should be 
overturned may have 
brought his name to the 
attention of World Cup 
authorities, though no 
one is accepting respon-
sibility for his surprising 
appointment.

Now that the world is 
watching, James’ calls 
are not so quick and 
sure. He often second-guesses 
himself, causing delays in the 
flow of the game as he ponders 
unfamiliar rules. If you notice a 
missed red card or overlooked 
penalty, it’s probably “Mister-
they-Missed-that-Call” wearing 
the other guy’s shoes.

VARs are stationed in remote 
locations around the world, and 
we are honored to have one in 
the house. Come in and watch the 
World Cup at Nobbys, but remem-
ber that James is on call during all 
the games, and he’s taking enough 
flak from his supervisors as it is. 

Please Louise found groove   during pandemic
Pizza, an afterthought, became its forte

Pizza making became more than a secondary menu option at Please Louise after COVID 
turned dining out into a mostly taking out activity. Chef Brian Lamback created a long list 
of original pizza varieties not seen elsewhere.

Chef Brian Lamback prepares a pizza crust.
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HISTORIC
OFFICES
FOR LEASE

503.223.2200
Jim Brunke 
Real Estate

The Overton Center 
1308 NW 20th 

The Gadsby 
1306 NW Hoyt Street 1015 SW 18th Avenue at Salmon St., www.zion-portland.org

Celebrate Christ’s Birth at  Zion Lutheran Church
Christmas Eve 
Candlelight Service 7:30

Christmas Day Festive 
Worship 11:00

Sunday worship 11:00
during Advent

Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth 
peace, good will 
towards men.

argued that the concerns of her neigh-
bors were invalid and secondary to “a 
little bit of light to a dark time” her 
business provided during the COVID 
shutdown. She offered no mitigation 
measures or outreach to neighbors. 
Still, the committee adopted a motion 
supporting the expanded use if she 
would negotiate a good neighbor 
agreement with nearby residents. 

Preston has not reached out to 
the two directly adjacent neighbors. 
Those neighbors, 
who have com-
plained about 
the impact of the 
restaurant’s out-
door seating for 
two years, say 
they have heard 
nothing from 
Preston.

They may have 
a long wait. Even 
the Portland City 
Council could 
not prod Preston 
toward neighbor-
liness. In April 
2021, the council 
heard an appeal 
of a noise vari-
ance granted her for amplified music 
and a space heater in Café Nell’s 
parking lot. Assuming Preston would 
demonstrate goodwill, the council 
denied the appeal by neighbors Renee 
and Neville Mercado.

“I believe that Café Nell is willing 
to work with neighbors to mitigate 
[impacts],” Commissioner Jo Ann 
Hardesty said.

“It sounds like the owner, Vanessa 
Preston … is in good faith in want-
ing to have communication with her 

neighbors,” Commissioner Dan Ryan 
said.

Mayor Ted Wheeler advised Pres-
ton: “Let’s see if you can work with 
your neighbors and that some com-
promises can be struck to alleviate 
some of this conflict.” 

Instead, Preston sued neighbor 
Scarlett Wise the following month 
over location of their shared property 
line, a matter not raised in the prior 12 

years Wise and 
Preston were 
next-door neigh-
bors. The case 
is scheduled to 
go to court this 
month.

Later that 
year, Preston 
issued a written 
threat to sue the 
Mercados and 
Wise for criti-
cal statements 
published in 
the NW Exam-
iner and for 
complaining to 
Portland Fire & 
Rescue and the 

Portland Noise Control Office. Pres-
ton sought $1 million for damages to 
her reputation and “her feelings,” and 
$500,000 for economic damages.

The Planning Committee, having 
received emails about the backstory 
and pending legal matters, showed 
little interest in taking a side. Com-
mittee member Wendy Hawkins said 
music has not been played at times 
she has patronized Café Nell, and she 
considered the dispute limited to one 
“unsatisfiable” neighbor.

Before voting for expanded-use, 

Please Louise found groove   during pandemic

cheese alongside pumpkin. Astonishing 
creativity pushing the envelope.

Lamback, who has worked at Wild-
wood, Tasty n Alder, Meriwether’s and 
Salty’s, revels in European bistro fare. 
His pan-fried calamari is the best in 
town. With a hot iron skillet, he mixes 
tentacles and rings with Calabrian chil-
es, capers and lime.

Bucatini pasta, perfectly al dente 
in a pistachio-based pesto with fresh 
chopped tomatoes, is one of my favor-
ites. Arancini, delicious small balls of 
rice stuffed with savory artichoke, coat-
ed with breadcrumbs and fried, is rarely 
found in Portland. 

Other dinners frequently found on 
the rotating menu include gnocchi or 
pan seared Brussels sprouts.

Carrick knew there was some risk 

in leasing space in the L.L. Hawkins 
Building, which was under construction 
on Northwest 21st between Pettygrove 
and Savier streets in 2016. In a six-block 
area, there were only two business-
es—New Seasons Market and Besaw’s. 
Empty storefronts abounded.

Now that area offers 10 places to eat 
or snack, and more are on the way. 

Carrick’s philosophy is “be open 
when they want to eat” The restaurant 
is open seven days a week, 3-9 p.m. The 
phrase could also apply to the retracting 
windows on two walls, providing maxi-
mum air flow and pleasant spacing.

Please louise

1505 NW 21st Ave.
503-946-1853

Café Nell’s industrial-scale space heater generated noise far above the 55 decibel 
limit in residential zones, but Portland Noise Control Officer Paul van Orden deemed 
a temporary wall that cut the level to 57-58 dBA a sufficient solution.

"Cafe goes" cont'd from page 1

“It’s a classic case of a 
commercial use in the 
middle of residential 
uses making a lot of 
noise. This is why we 

have zoning.” 
Greg Theisen, co-chair, 

Northwest District 

Association Planning 

Committee

Continued on page 10
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committee member Steve Pinger qual-
ified his support as contingent on “a 
successful agreement with neighbors.”

Committee Co-chair Greg Theisen 
was the only one voting against the 
motion.

“It’s a really bad zoning decision,” 
Theisen said. “If I lived there, I would 
be very unhappy.

“It’s a classic case of a commercial 
use in the middle of residential uses 
making a lot of noise. This is why we 
have zoning.”

The Mercado and Wise families have 
lost faith that the city will enforce noise 
and zoning ordinances. 

City Noise Control Officer Paul van 
Orden went onsite to make noise read-

ings in 2021 and decided that the 
speaker and heater did not exceed 59 
dBA, beyond the 55 dBA limit in res-
idential zones but still in accordance 
with “the greater public good.”

Van Orden issued his report after 
talks with Preston, but he did not con-
tact the neighbors. They contended that 
there were multiple outdoor speakers 
and that the space heater was also a 
noise problem.

The council’s decision and Preston’s 
lawyers have had a chilling effect on 
the neighbors’ interest in making more 
public complaints. 

“The lawsuit was clearly retalia-
tion and a means of silencing us,” 
Renee Mercado wrote in an email to 
the NWDA Planning Committee last 

month. “A subpoena was delivered 
to me on Aug. 11, 20/21, and after I 
provided my documents, I received an 
intent to sue [letter] from one of Vanes-
sa’s lawyers on Sept. 2, 2021. I cannot 
afford to get into meaningless litigation, 
so it is not safe for me to speak at your 
meeting.”  

That does not suggest harmony 
reigns in the neighborhood. Peeved 
that Café Nell can broadcast music in 
the evenings after their children’s bed-
times with the city’s blessing, Mercado 
and Wise have turned their own stereo 
speakers toward Café Nell. This led to 
a fence line confrontation late year in 
which the Mercados and a Café Nell 
employee exchanged expletive-laced 
threats and demands.

The employee expressed no fear of 
calls to the police. “The City Council 
already ruled against you,” he told 
them.

As for the good neighbor agreement 
the neighborhood association trusted 
to settle the dispute, there has been no 
movement since that recommendation 
was made on Nov. 10.

Preston told the Examiner such an 
agreement posed no obstacle because 
“I have always been a good neighbor.”

But as for sitting down with her 
neighbors and negotiating specific lim-
its and restrictions, she was vague. For 
that, she said she would have to first 
talk to her attorney. n

1122 NW GLISAN ST. PORTLAND, OR 97209 - 503.295.7336 - EWFMODERN.COM
FURNITURE SHOWROOM | INTERIOR DESIGN SERVICES | EST. 2002

G IVE  THE  BEST  G IFT 
TH IS  SEASON

"Cafe goes" cont'd from page 9

Clockwise from top left: Vanessa Preston; Café Nell patrons get red carpet treatment and rain cover over public sidewalk; a Café Nell light and speaker made a teenager’s room 
unfit for sleeping; Scarlet Wise measured sound levels in her backyard; and neighbor Renee Mercado, second from left, with her children, Angelo, Sofia and Gabriella.

 Comment on nwexaminer.com 
     or emai l :  a l lan@n wexaminer.com
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NW CULTURAL CENTER
Closing of the sale of the Northwest Neighbor-
hood Cultural Center to a Las Vegas developer 
has been postponed at the buyer’s option from 
Oct. 31 to Jan. 31. Workers are boarding win-
dows in preparation for remodeling the landmark 
building and erecting a hotel on the adjacent 
parking lot.

2788 NW THURMAN
Plans for a 1914 masonry building at Northwest 
28th and Thurman streets formerly occupied by 
Crackerjacks Pub and the Thurman Street Pottery 
include a restaurant at the corner with a rooftop 
deck and expanded retail spaces to the east. The 
developer/owner of the property is Nascent Collec-
tive LLC, Gregg Opsahl, managing trustee.

DOG PARK
The Northwest District Association is considering 
the possibility of creating an off-leash dog park un-
der the Interstate 405 ramps. The NWDA Planning 
Committee will discuss the idea Thursday, Dec. 8, 8 
a.m., via Zoom.  Email steve@sspdev.com for the 
link.

NW 19TH & PETTYGROVE
A seven-story mixed-use building at Northwest 19th 
and Pettygrove approved in 2017 is finally under 
construction. The developer is seeking adjustments 
to remove many of the proposed Juliet balconies, 
add a roof deck and change the thickness of metal 
siding panels.

529 NW 21ST AVE.
Unpermitted remodeling of a 122-year-old house 
hidden behind two Northwest 21st Avenue storefronts 
has triggered the city’s historic resource review pro-
cess. Unapproved siding must be replaced with wood 
shiplap to match the original siding. Window, door and 
porch trim must also match the originals and a sliding 
door needs to be removed. The basement will be 
turned into a separate dwelling unit.

EMMONS PLACE APARTMENTS
Emmons Place, a three-phase project involving 146 
affordable housing units sandwiching the historic Buck 
Prager building on Northwest 18th Avenue between 
Hoyt and Irving streets, is intended to be completed in 
the spring. There will be 48 units in the four-level south-
ern building and 98 in the six-story northern end.
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Going Back

High winds split a large tree in the South Park Blocks in 1962.                  

A view from Southwest 18th Avenue northward across West Burnside Street. 

A trolley heads toward Council Crest in 1949.

The western approach to the Burnside Bridge in 1933.

A work crew constructs a drainage tunnel at Southwest Kingston 
Avenue and SW Fairview Boulevard in 1935.

A crew repairs damage caused by a collapsed retaining wall at the 

intersection of NW Maywood Drive and Melinda Avenue in 1934.

All photos from City of Portland Archives

Nurses fill the balcony at St. Vin-
cent’s Hospital Training School on 
Northwest Westover in 1911. Built 
in 1875, St. Vincent Hospital (now 
Providence St. Vincent Medical Cen-
ter) was the state’s first permanent 
hospital. The nursing school was 
added in 1892.
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An image can be created overnight.  Building a reputation takes longer.
NW Examiner, since 1986

Name

Street

City/State/Zip Code

Email 

Mail $50 check to NW Examiner, 2825-C NW Upshur St., Portland OR 97210.

Subscription form

OR sign up at Patreon.com/northwestexaminer and pay through PayPal

I keep reminding readers that the NW Ex-
aminer’s future depends on support from 
loyal readers. I have even stooped to cos-
tumes and disguises to reinvigorate the 
message.

Recently it hit me: I am not the best good-
will ambassador in the house. Cash, age 
10, has been begging nice people for 
treats all his life, and he is rarely turned 
down. Take it from Cash. With all sincerity, 
please support the NW Examiner.
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NEWS

By AllAn ClAssen

While Northwest neighbors 
complain about the Portland 
Bureau of Transportation’s 

intransigence on a variety of issues, the 
bureau showed it could turn on a dime 
if necessary.

PBOT gave residents between 28th 
and the Thurman Bridge two-day notice 
before speed bumps were about to be 
installed on their blocks.

“Yesterday, I was deeply distressed to 
receive a city of Portland flyer advising 
me that speed bumps are to be installed 
in front of my house beginning tomor-
row with less than two-days warning,” 

longtime Thurman resident Joni Marie 
Johnson wrote in a Nov. 9 email to 
PBOT. “This timeline feels as though it 
is being rushed in order to avoid pro-
viding an opportunity for citizen input, 
an understanding of the type of bumps 
to be installed, and the expected out-
come from placing them in front of our 
homes.”

Johnson described the history of speed 
bumps along Thurman since 1999-2000, 
when PBOT installed and then removed 
speed bumps due to structural damage 
to several homes. PBOT tried again in 
2019, but residents spoke out about both 
the jarring of foundations and failure to 
calm traffic.

B R I N G  I N  Y O U R  E Y E G L A S S
P R E S C R I P T I O N  A N D  U S E  Y O U R  O U T

O F  N E T W O R K  B E N E F I T S  W I T H  U S !

Free Modern Optical frame and 30% off
second set of lenses with purchase of a

complete set of frame and lenses.
 
 

B U Y  O N E
G E T  O N E
Y E A R  E N D  S A L E

Eye Promise Optical 
1010 NW 22nd Ave., #144

Portland, OR 97210 
503-413-6201

www.eyepromiseoptical.com 
 

Your purchase provides
vision services to Oregonians
in need through the Oregon

Lions Sight & Hearing
Foundation.

www.OLSHF.com 

PLAYFUL PET 
EXPERTS FOR 

OVER 30 YEARS.

503.928.6151
2680 NW THURMAN ST.

NWNEIGHBORHOODVET.COM

Office HOurs:                                           
Weekdays  10:00am - 4:00pm 
appOintments Gladly scHeduled!

Enjoy thE ConvEniEnCE of  SEnior Living!2020 nW northrup StrEEt
portLand, orEgon  97209  
503.225.0677
WWW.tHeuniOnmanOrs.OrG

no CoStLy Buy-inS or  appLiCation fEES
rEnt SuBSidiES avaiLaBLE/inComE LimitS appLy

Marshall Union Manor
 retireMent living for seniors 62 years or older

Marshall Union Manor has been 
part of Northwest Portland for more 
than 40 years. Our residents enjoy 
the ease and diversity of urban 
living. For residents with cars we 
have off street parking, but many of 
our seniors prefer to utilize the city 
bus or the street car which stops 
just outside our building. We offer 
a beauty/barber shop, community 
vegetable garden, in-house library, 
and numerous clubs and activities. 
Enjoy Retirement to its fullest!

affOrdable Quality retirement livinG
Studio & onE-BEdroom apartmEntS

Notification gaffe puts Thurman speed bumps on hold

The Portland Bureau of Transportation set out homemade-looking no-parking signs on 
orange posts along Northwest Thurman Street two days before cars were to be towed 
for installation of speed bumps.

Before the day 
was over, PBOT 
Senior Planner Zef 
Wagner had put the 
project on hold.

“We unfortu-
nately had some 
miscommunication 
internally about the 
level of advance 
notice and public 
outreach needed 
for this project,” 
Wagner replied to 
Johnson. “While 
we are confident the revised speed cush-
ion design will not result in the issues 
you describe, we take full responsibility 
for failing to provide more advanced 
notice and an opportunity for you and 
your neighbors to give feedback.

But delay does not mean cancellation.

Wagner’s mission now is to “explain 
why we think the speed cushions are the 
appropriate way to calm traffic. 

“We have told the contractor to hold 
off on the speed bumps until such time 
that we do more public outreach with 
you and your neighbors and come to 
a satisfactory conclusion on what we 
should do in this segment of Northwest 
Thurman Street.”

That may mean waiting until next 
spring before a project of any type is 
constructed. 

Greg Theisen, co-chair of the North-
west District Association Planning Com-
mittee and a member of the Northwest 
Parking Stakeholders Committee that is 
challenging PBOT’s right to pick NWDA 
representatives to that committee, 

called this “another 
instance of PBOT’s 
inadequate commu-
nication process.”

Noting that 
PBOT’s Northwest 
in Motion Plan calls 
for consideration 
of speed bumps 
on Thurman, The-
isen noted that “it 
sounds as if they 
have considered on 
their own without 
consideration of 

input from affected property owners and 
other stakeholders.”

Wagner said the project is funded by 
Safe Routes to School, not NWiM.

He makes no promise of better out-
reach as a general policy.

“Most speed bump projects are non-
controversial and so we usually just 
do this kind of construction notifica-
tion with no problems,” he explained. 
“But given the history at this location, 
we should have done more outreach in 
advance.”

In the meantime, Johnson wants PBOT 
to know speed bumps are not the answer. 

“As a long-term resident and observer 
of traffic on Thurman, I can say defini-
tively that the only solution to calming 
traffic on this stretch of the road is to 
install a permanent digital speed indica-
tor at the bottom of the Thurman Bridge 
at Northwest 29th Avenue advising driv-
ers of their speed and a radar monitoring 
device that issues traffic tickets.”

 Comment on nwexaminer.com 
     or emai l :  a l lan@n wexaminer.com

“It feels as though it is 
being rushed to avoid 

an opportunity for 
citizen input.” 

–Joni Marie Johnson, 

Northwest Thurman resident
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 Snapshots

A whimsical mural featuring a huge bear no longer covers the building formerly home to Ground-
work at 2355 NW Vaughn St. After the coffee company moved out last summer, property owner War-
ren Rosenfeld required the company to return the building to its prior condition. Rosenfeld called 
the mural “off-putting to others,” a possible attractor of graffiti and vandalism, and a demerit in the 
eyes of potential tenants. “This mural holds a special place in my heart,” said Jeremy Nichols, who 
painted it in 2019. “It received an overwhelming amount of positive feedback throughout the com-
munity, and has enormously helped my career as an artist.”

NW Marine Art Works’ annual holiday Open Studios + Art Mart, 
including paintings, sculpture, jewelry, housewares and apparel by 
60 local artists, will be held Sunday, Dec. 4, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., at 2516 
NW 29th Ave. Listen to live music and enjoy food and beverages. 
Dress warmly.

Two other handmade gift markets will take place this month:

The Makers Fair Holiday Markets will feature handmade goods 
by local artisans Saturdays, Dec. 10 and 17, noon-6 p.m., at Ham-
mer & Stitch Brewing Co., 2377 NW Wilson St.

Cracked Pots, a nonprofit devoted to reuse of products to avoid 
waste, has a holiday popup shop at 500 NW 14th Ave. It will be 
open 11 a.m.-6 p.m., the first and second Fridays, Saturdays and 
Sundays in December. 

Fire consumed a car on Northwest 20th Avenue by 
Stadium Fred Meyer last month.

Ron Hamilton has emailed a number of state, federal and local officials about BNSF trains regularly blocking streets and emergency access in Northwest Port-
land, often for long periods. “Why can’t freight trains park in the huge railyard before passing Northwest Nicolai Street instead of on the streets of Portland?” 
Mayor Ted Wheeler’s aide Sam Adams, advised him, “As an eight-year former commissioner in charge of transportation, I can tell you that the railroads have 
special protections under federal law that make them out of reach of most municipal authority [and] … state governments as well.” 

The Harborton Frog Shuttle project is one of 
seven projects across Oregon receiving funds 
through the sale of Watch for Wildlife license 
plates, a project of the Oregon Wildlife Foundation. For the past 10 years, volunteers 
have been going out on winter nights to carry red-legged frogs on their way to breed-
ing grounds from being crushed on Highway 30.

Lincoln High School 
senior Thomas Ken-
yon was named Port-
land Pearl Rotary 
student of the month 
for November. He 
is a member of the 
school’s state champi-
on downhill ski team 
and varsity lacrosse. 
He is also a member 
of the Multnomah 
Athletic Club climb-
ing team and is active 
in American Legion 
Post 58 and in peer 
tutoring.
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8,170 SF of Luxurious Lake Front Living • 4 BD • 5.5 BA  |  ML# 22271110  
Lee Davies 503.997.1118 | Jennifer Holland 971.334.1142

5,040 SF • Skylands • 4 BD • 4 BA  |  ML# 22109548  
Pat Bangerter 503.803.6269 | Kendall Bergstrom 503.799.2596

  Lake Oswego                    17688UpperCherry.com                            $2,685,000  On Lake Oswego    3232Lakeview.com                           $6,500,000

5,025 SF • .38 Acres • 4 BD  • Great Room | ML# 22088116
Lee Davies 503.997.1118 | Jennifer Holland 971.334.1142

Cedar Mill                             $2,285,000

3,636 SF  •  5 BD  • 3.5 BA | ML# 22509415
The Dirk Hmura Team  503.740.0070

NW Portland                               $1,295,000

4,596 SF  •  4 BD + Den + Bonus  • 3.5 BA | ML# 22449319
The Dirk Hmura Team  503.740.0070

SW Hills                                        $1,450,000

3,662 SF • 4 BD + Den + Bonus  • 2.2 BA | ML# 22450786 
The Dirk Hmura Team  503.740.0070

Taylor Crest                               $1,129,900

2.252 SF • 3 BD  • 2.5 BA | ML# 22231286 
The Apa-Clarke Team 503.806.9773

West Linn                                      $850,000

2,619 SF • 2 BD  • 2.1 BA | ML# 22109561 
Debbie Walker-Quintana 503.820.1626 | Lynda Dowling-Wu 503.810.6166

Portland Heights                          $924,900

3,011 SF • 4 BD + Den + Bonus  • 2.5 BA | ML# 22193258 
The Dirk Hmura Team  503.740.0070

5,680 SF • 5 BD  • 4 ½ BA | ML# 22253196 
Jessica Corcoran 503.953.3947 | Chris Cook 503.943.0430

Bauer Creek Estates                     $995,000

Hillsboro                                     $1,700,000

3,615 SF • 3 BD  • 3 ½ BA | ML# 22127457
The Kendall Bergstrom Team 971.356.6085

4,180 SF • 4 BD  • 3 BA | ML# 22127457
The Kendall Bergstrom Team 971.356.6085

Lake Oswego                             $1,675,000

Newberg                             $1,650,000

2,532 SF  •  4 BD  • 2.5 BA | ML# 22445503
Dave Shuster 503.504.3283 | Caitlin Mitchell 503.459.2528 

Bauer Highlands                             $749,900

2,721 SF  • 5 BD  • 3 BA | ML# 22325967
Sarah Pitzman 971.322.8863 | Jeni White 503.964.0576

Hillsboro                                 $589,900
2,006 SF • 3 BD  • 3 BA | ML# 22212384 

Coleen Jondahl 503.318.3424 | Jeni White 503.964.0576

Cedar Mill                                     $729,000

12586MajesticSequoia.com

12891NWCreekview.com

2306NWMeier.com

312NE105th.com12766NWBayonne.com 1525NW123rd.com20950Willamette.com

310NW83rd.com

2321SWMontgomery.com

4729SWHumphreyPark.comwww.17460NECalkins.com

www.17484Bryant.com

8415NWHazeltine.com

STUNNING REMODEL24 ACRE PARCEL

.25 ACRE CORNER LOT

PRIMARY ON MAIN | SPORT COURT COUNTRY LIVING ON 3.88 ACRES W/VALLEY VIEWS

937NGlisan1534.com
2,440 SF • 2 BD + Den  • 2 BA  | ML# 22113227

The Pearl | $1,995,000

730NWNaitoE14.com
805 SF • 1 BD  • 1 BA | ML# 22022511  

McCormick Pier | $315,000

2221SW1st2423.com
2,025 SF • 3 BD  • 2 Full BA | ML# 22119170 

SW Portland | $675,000

311NW12th501.com
2,125 SF • 2 BD + Den  • 2 BA | ML# 22189827

The Pearl | $1,095,000

6645WBurnside510.com
1,192 SF • 2 BD • 2 BA | ML# 22190433

The Quintet | $420,000

1618NWReliance.com
1,932 SF • 2-Car Garage • 3 BD • 2.5 BA | ML# 22238142

North Bethany | $599,900

CONDOMINIUMS / TOWNHOMESBEAVERTON

3,355 SF • 6 BD  • 3 Full BA | ML# 22459718 
Doug Bergmann 503.869.7677 | Caitlin Mitchell 503.459.2528

2,485 SF  • 4 BD + Bonus  • 3 BA | ML# 22477617
The Dirk Hmura Team  503.740.0070

SW Portland                                  $950,000

Thompson Woods                     $919,900

10500SW42nd.com

4284NWAshbrook.com

9795SWSaddle.com
1,542 SF • 3 BD  • 2 BA | ML# 22326428

Beaverton | $569,000

12300SWDavies.com
2,348 SF • 4 BD  • 3.5 BA | ML# 22608765  

Beaverton | $627,500

2294SW184th.com
1,820 SF • 3 BD  • 2.5 BA | ML# 22530234  

Beaverton | $598,000

17431SWCricket.com
1,746 SF • 4 BD  • 2.5 BA | ML# 22300647  

Beaverton | $535,000

5640SWStott.com
2,654 SF  •  4 BD • 2.5 BA | ML# 22576196

Beaverton | $759,900

15950SWClaremont.com
1,423 SF  •  2 BD • 2 BA | ML# 22659519

Claremont | $819,900

1.84 ACRES, UNOBSTRUCTED MOUNTAIN, RIVER & VALLEY VIEWS

4,934 SF • 4 BD  • 3.1 BA | ML# 22421668
Pat Bangerter 503.803.6269 | Grace Wadell 971.294.2434

Lake Oswego                             $1,990,000

3900Canal.com

PORTL AND
L AKE OSWEGO

P O R T L A N D 

L A K E  O S W E G O


